
FY 2026-2027 BUDGET QUESTION 
Response to Request for Information 

 

DEPARTMENT(S): Austin Arts, Culture, Music, and Entertainment; Austin Convention 
Center; 

CBQ NO.: 76 

REQUESTED BY: (District 8) Paige Ellis 

DATE REQUESTED: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 9:02 AM 

DATE POSTED:  

REQUEST:  

Is there a way to expand Cultural Arts Spending from the convention center? 

 

RESPONSE:   

The City of Austin allocates the maximum allowed under current Texas State Tax Code 
Chapter 351 and per City Code § 11-2. This transfer is directly from the Hotel Occupancy Tax 
(HOT) Fund to the Cultural Arts Fund. There is also a transfer from the Convention Center 
Operating Fund to the Live Music Fund. Since the allocation to the Cultural Arts Fund is 
percentage based, any additional HOT revenue received would result in an increase in funds 
available for cultural arts spending.  Austin Arts, Culture, Music, and Entertainment (ACME) 
could expand cultural arts spending if additional funds become available. 


