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Purpose
Education

Educate citizens about the factors that make up                 
a carbon footprint

Reduce community greenhouse gas emissions 
Provide a tool that will assist citizens in reducing their 
carbon footprint

Engage the community
Inspire carbon reduction actions within the Austin 
community
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Calculator Overview
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Calculator Overview
User-friendly tool allows residents to 
determine greenhouse gas emissions 
produced by their daily activities. 

Comprehensive Footprint Analysis
Electricity and Natural Gas

Water and Wastewater

Solid Waste

Personal Transportation 

Lifestyle
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Calculator Overview

Ability to automatically upload 
residential utility customer usage 
information

Social networking capability

Promote City of Austin efficiency and      
environmental programs
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Functionality
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Austin Specific
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Individual Profiles
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Footprint Calculations

Water Use Calculator

Energy Use Calculator



11

Education
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Promotes COA Programs
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Social Networking Tools

Mapping

Reduction Goals
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Additional Functionality

One Minute Calculator

Kids Calculator
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Implementation & Evaluation
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Pilot Phase 
Implementation Strategies

Calculator release January 14th, 2010

Focus group scheduled for late January 2010 to 
assess calculator effectiveness

Reward program developed to encourage repeat 
usage

Marketing campaign to include traditional and 
online media sources targeting calculator use
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Pilot Phase Evaluation
Evaluate success through:

Established emissions baseline for residents 
Number of users  

500 unique users per month for the first 3 months 
250 unique users for the subsequent 9 months 

Repeat logins  
10% return rate 

Outreach and events  
Calculator available at 20 events in 2010
Demonstrate calculator at 10 different schools in 2010

Collaborate with other Cities to continue 
calculator improvement
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Link to Calculator

To access the calculator go to:
www.coolaustin.org

And click on:  “Carbon Calculator”
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Questions & Thank you

Sascha Petersen

Sascha.Petersen@austinenergy.com

482-5422

Electric Utility Commission
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