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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2010-0021 HLC DATE:  June 28, 2010 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANT:  Francis Wilde, owner 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Olson-Foster House 
 
WATERSHED:  Waller Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  3808 Avenue H 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3-NCCD to SF-3-H-NCCD 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from family residence – neighborhood conservation (SF-3-NCCD) combining district to 
family residence – historic landmark – neighborhood conservation (SF-3-H-NCCD) 
combining district zoning. 
 
The Olson-Foster House meets the criteria for designation for its architectural and 
historical significance, in that it is an excellent example of a 1930s brick Tudor Revival-
styled cottage and typifies middle-class architecture in the Shadow Lawn subdivision.  The 
house is also associated with the Frank Olson family, prominent Swedish-American 
farmers, as well as the R.C. and Anna Nellie Foster, who represent the Lebanese-American 
community in the Hyde Park area. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural 
Resources Survey (1984) but without a priority for research. 

CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Hyde Park Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
One-story irregular-plan, side-gabled brick-veneered cottage with a central, front-gabled 
projecting entry containing a round-arched entry and door; paired and triple 1:1 
fenestration with 9:1 wood screens.  The house is typical of the Shadow Lawn section of 
Hyde Park, which was designed for the middle class in the 1930s and 1940s. 

Historical Associations: 
The house was built in 1934 for Frank Oscar and Esther Olson by Martin Shipe and Sons.  
Olson was a successful pioneer farmer who lived in the house until his death in 1945.  He was 
born in Illinois to Swedish immigrants, but then the family relocated to Texas and pursued 
agriculture around Manor.  The 1900 U.S. Census shows Frank O. Olson as the 25-year old son 
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of Mr. B. Olson, who was living in rural Travis County.  Frank O. Olson was born in Illinois in 
1874; both of his parents had been born in Sweden.  The 1900 census report shows that Frank 
was married to Esther, who had been born in 1879 in Texas to Swedish-born parents.  Frank is 
listed as a farmer in the census report.  The Olson family had moved to Texas between 1874, 
when Frank was born in Illinois, and 1882, when a younger sister, Ida, was born in Texas.  
Olson’s 1917 World War I draft registration card shows Frank and Esther Olson living at 
Manor, Texas, where he was engaged as a farmer.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows F.O. and 
Esther (Easter) Olson living in rural Travis County; F.O. was then 55 years old; Esther was 
then 52.  The only child living with them at that time was their daughter Gladys, who was then 
13.  The Olsons owned the house they lived in, which was worth $3,000.  Olson is listed as a 
cotton farmer.  Neither Esther nor Gladys had an occupation listed.  Frank O. and Esther 
Olson purchased this lot from Victor and Ida Bengston in 1925, and moved into Austin between 
1930 and 1934, when they had this house built.  The materials for the house came from Becker 
Lumber Company, as evidenced by the release of the mechanic’s lien on the property.  Frank 
Olson is listed as a farmer in city directories of the 1930s and 1940s.  Their daughters, 
Bendella, a teacher, Dora, a stenographer for the State Highway Department,, Mildred, an 
invoice clerk for E.M. Scarbrough & Sons Department Store, and Gladys, a clerk with the 
Texas Insurance Checking Office, all lived in the house through the early 1940s.  Gladys 
married Robert W. Meacham, who is listed as the home-owner in the 1944-45 city directory. 
 
After Frank’s death in 1945, only Esther and her daughter Dora remained in the house.  Dora 
worked for the State Highway Department for many years.  After her mother’s death in 1960, 
Dora remained in the house another year, then sold the property to R.C. and Anna Nellie 
Foster. 
 
Robert C. Foster ran the R.C. Foster Mercantile Company, a dry goods store on E. 6th Street.  
Originally from North Carolina, Foster walked into Austin from San Antonio in 1939, having 
already made his mark in the business world selling towels, toothpaste, and other necessities 
to work camps during the Depression.  Anna Nellie Foster was the daughter of Alex Joseph, a 
prominent Lebanese immigrant, who, like many of his countrymen, opened a grocery business 
in Austin.  The family remained very close over the years, and represent the tightly-knit 
Lebanese-American community in Austin.  Anna Nellie and two of her sisters all lived on 
Avenue H and raised their families together.  Nellie Foster passed away in 1985.  R.C. Foster 
passed away in 2005.  The house was sold in 2006 to Rex and Cynthia Baker, III, whose son, 
Rex IV was going to the University of Texas School of Law.  They sold the house in 2009 to the 
current owner, Francis (Frank) E. Wilde, who leads global supply chain strategy initiatives for 
Dell Computers. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  02180601120000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  The South 70 feet of Lot 40, Shadow Lawn 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $4,951 (owner-occupied); city portion: $1,158. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $431,394 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
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PRESENT OWNERS:   
Francis Wilde 
3808 Avenue H 
Austin, Texas 78751 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1934 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  None. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Frank O. and Esther Olson (1925) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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Olson-Foster House 

3808 Avenue H 
ca. 1934 
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Frank Oscar Olson’s World War I draft registration card 

 
 
 
 



A.5 - 22 

 

 
Obituary of F.O. Olson 

Austin American-Statesman, January 28, 1945 
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Obituary of Esther Olson 

Austin Statesman, October 3, 1960 
 

 
Funeral notice for Esther Olson 

Austin Statesman, October 4, 1960 
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