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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2010-0024 HLC DATE:  June 28, 2010 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANTS:  Alice Ann Wilder, owner, through Bill and Leslie Davenport 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Wilder House 
 
WATERSHED:  Shoal Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  1412 Wathen Avenue 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3 to SF-3-H 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the proposed zoning change 
from family residence (SF-3) district to family residence – historic landmark (SF-3-H) 
combining district zoning. 
 
The Wilder House meets the criteria for designation for architectural and historical 
significance in that it is a unique example of the work of architect Armon E. Mabry in 
Austin, who specialized in French Provincial architecture, and is associated with Harry S. 
and Alice Ann Nitschke Wilder, developers of Rosedale. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive 
Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 

CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Pemberton Heights Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architectural Description:  
One-and-a-half story irregular-plan, hipped-roof  brick French Provincial house.  The house 
has a projecting bay on each side of the front façade; each projecting bay has a hipped roof 
with a set of multi-light French doors set into an opening with a segmental arch above.  The 
central portion of the façade, which is recessed from the two projecting end bays, contains 
the entry on the left and another set of multi-light French doors to the right.  The entry 
itself is recessed from the front wall of this portion of the façade, and contains brick quoins 
and a prominent brick keystone.  The sets of French doors have ornamental grillwork; each 
of these arches also contains a brick keystone, but not as prominent as the keystone over 
the entry arch.  There are dentils at the cornice across the façade; the central portion of the 
façade containing the entry also has raised brick squares as an ornamental detail beneath 
the course of dentils.  The house has a standing seam metal roof, which the owners claim is 
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original to the house.  The roof is very steeply pitched and has finials, emphasizing a 
likeness to French chateaux. 

The house was designed by noted architect Armon E. Mabry, who was at the University of 
Texas at the time.  Mabry appears in the 1952 city directory as a professor living in an 
apartment on W. 25th Street with his wife, Irene.  He does not appear in the 1949 nor the 
1953 directory, so he was in Austin for a very short time.  Mabry was trained in Paris, and 
specialized in French designs; the majority of his work is in Houston.  This is the first, and 
the only known Mabry design in Austin.  Mabry achieved additional fame in 1966, when 
Houston millionaires Jerry and Jean Moore purchased a historic French chateau and had it 
moved piece-by-piece to Houston, where Mabry was the architect supervising the 
reassembly.  Mabry died in Houston in 1975. 

Historical Associations: 
The house was built in 1950 for Harry Stanley Wilder, Jr., and his wife, Alice Ann Nitschke 
Wilder.  The house was built by Alice Wilder’s father Hillaire Nitschke, a lawyer who had 
also learned the trade of masonry, and who is listed as the owner of the property on the 
1950 city building permit.  According to an article on the house in the American-Statesman 
of March 23, 1952, Hillaire Nitschke actually helped lay the pink Mexican hand-made brick 
on the house. 
Harry S. Wilder, Jr. was born in Groveton, Texas in 1914 and grew up in San Antonio, 
Houston, and Corpus Christi.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows him as the 15-year old son of 
Harry S. and Katy Wilder, who were living in Nueces County, Texas, where Harry S., Sr. 
worked as a highway contractor.  Harry S. Wilder, Sr. appears in the 1935 Austin city 
directory as a traveling salesman living at 2402 Rio Grande Street.  Harry S., Jr. is not 
listed in this directory, nor is Katy Wilder, Harry S., Jr.’s mother.  The 1937 city directory 
also shows Harry S. Wilder, Sr. as a traveling salesman living at 2402 Rio Grande Street.  
Harry S. Wilder, Jr. first appears in the 1939 city directory as a student at the University of 
Texas; he was living with his father and his father’s wife, May, at 2402 Rio Grande Street.  
Harry S. Wilder, Sr.’s occupation is listed as a civil engineer.  The 1940 city directory holds 
the same information, except that Harry S. Wilder, Sr. has no wife listed.  The 1941 
directory shows Harry S. Wilder, Sr. as a civil engineer living at 2608 McCallum Drive; 
Harry S. Wilder, Jr. is listed as a student at the University of Texas; he was living at 1920 
Speedway, which was the home of Hillaire and Winnie Nitschke, his wife Alice’s parents.  
The 1942 directory shows Harry S. Jr. and Alice living at her parents’ home, 1920 
Speedway.  Harry is listed as a petroleum engineer.  The directory also shows a Harry S. 
and Katherine Wilder living at 2407 Jarratt Avenue; this Harry S. Wilder may have been 
Harry S. Wilder, Sr.; he is listed as a contractor.  Neither Harry S. Wilder nor Harry S. 
Wilder, Jr. is listed in the 1944-45 directory; Harry S. Wilder, Jr. was working as an 
engineer for Dow Chemical during World War II.  He and Alice do appear in the 1947 
directory, which shows Wilder as a salesman for the Jennings Realty Company, with offices 
at 1406 W. 47th Street, the building in which he would later operate his own businesses out 
of.  The couple was living at 105 E. 20th Street.  The 1949 directory shows only Harry S. 
Wilder, Jr. as a real estate man at 1406 W. 47th Street.  He and Alice were living at 105 E. 
20th Street.  They moved into this house in 1950; the 1952 city directory shows Harry and 
Alice Wilder at this address on Wathen.  He is listed as an insurance salesman with his 
office at 1406 W. 47th Street.  By 1962, Wilder was also listed as a building contractor with 
his office at the W. 47th Street building.  He continued to be listed as a building contractor 
through the 1960s, while also operating his insurance agency.  Wilder continued to be 
interested in geology, and also had Wilder’s Gem and Mineral Shop.  He was known for 
taking interesting rocks and minerals to area schools to help children understand and 
appreciate geology.  Wilder passed away in Austin in 1994.  His widow, Alice, continues to 
live in the house.  She married Allie Edward Cornwell, a retired general manager and sales 
manager for the Austin White Lime Company, in 1996.  He passed away in 2006. 
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Alice Ann Nitschke Wilder was born in Austin to Hillaire and Winnie Ramsey Nitschke, 
both descendants of prominent Austin pioneer families.  Alice’s mother, Winnie, was the 
daughter of Frank Taylor Ramsey, the proprietor of Ramsey’s Austin Nursery, one of the 
premier nursery businesses in the country.  Ramsey’s Austin Nursery had property in what 
is now the Rosedale section of Austin.  Hillaire and Winnie Nitschke began developing 
Rosedale as a residential subdivision, and the Rosedale Village shopping center.  Harry S. 
Wilder’s first real estate job in Austin was with Jennings Real Estate Company in the 
building at 1406 W. 47th Street in Rosedale.  He opened his insurance agency in this 
building, and he and Alice were instrumental with her parents and siblings, in the 
development of Rosedale.  Alice’s father, Hillaire Nitschke, was the son of a prominent 
contractor, J.B. Nitschke.  Hillaire and Winnie Nitschke lived at 1920 Speedway; Hillaire 
Nitschke was a lawyer with his office at the house.  They built the Speedway Arms 
apartment building at 1918 Speedway in 1925; it was the first efficiency apartment 
building in Austin.  Hillaire Nitschke branched out into the builders’ supply business in the 
late 1950s.  The 1958 city directory shows him as the proprietor of the Builders Equipment 
Company at 1920 Speedway.   He continued to operate Builders Equipment until 1962, 
when he went back to the practice of law full-time, and city directories reveal that Harry S. 
Wilder began to be listed as a building contractor.  Alice took over the management of the 
Rosedale Shopping Center after her parents passed away.  One of her daughters, Diane 
Wilder Howard, has been instrumental in the revitalization and reworking of the Rosedale 
commercial areas in the last few years.  Diane Howard was also a nationally-syndicated 
food columnist, and wrote the “Specialty of the House” food column for the American-
Statesman for many years.  She has continued the family’s tradition of charity and 
humanitarianism with her work with school organizations and the Helping Hand Home for 
Children and the Austin Junior League. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  01160014130000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:   The East 60 feet of Lot 2, Block 21, Pemberton Heights, Section 
5. 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $14,009 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,243 
(capped). 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $1,066,029 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNER: 
Alice Ann Wilder Cornwell Life Estate 
3704 Meadowbank Drive 
Austin, Texas 78703 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1950 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  The roof was raised and the attic converted to living space 
in 2007. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Harry S. and Alice Ann Wilder (1950) 
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OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOCATION MAP 
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Wilder House 

1412 Wathen Avenue 
ca. 1950 
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House in Houston that Armon E. Mabry reassembled for Jerry Moore in 1966 
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Obituary of Harry S. Wilder, Jr. 

Austin American-Statesman, August 30, 1994 
 



A.8 - 21 

 
1952 aerial photograph of the house 
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