
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION        B.2 -1 
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS  JUNE 28, 2010 
C14H-1986-0041B MCCALLUM HOUSE 613 WEST 32ND STREET 

PROPOSAL 

Repairing and painting rotten roof timbers; add an additional two skylights to the loft over 
the garage and carport; replace windows, relocate one door and replace with a window in 
ca. 1980 non-historic garage and garage apartment in rear yard of historic house.  

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

All materials used will match existing condition. The new windows will be a larger size 
than the existing (2x4 vs 2x2). Any materials that may be re-used will be re-used. This 
project was started without a building permit, so some of it has been accomplished. The 
installation of the skylights remains to be done. No change is proposed to the footprint or 
the roofline.  

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS 
FOR CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS 

 
 Do not destroy the distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, 
structure, or site and its environment.  Avoid the removal or alteration of any 
historic material or distinctive architectural features. 
 
 Repair, rather than replace deteriorated architectural features wherever 
possible.  In the event replacement is necessary, the new material should match the 
material being replaced in composition, design, color, texture, and other visual 
qualities.  Base the repair or replacement of missing architectural features on 
accurate duplications of features, substantiated by historical, physical, or pictorial 
evidence rather than on conjectural designs or the availability of different 
architectural elements from other buildings or structures. 
 
 Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties are 
appropriate when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historic, 
architectural, or cultural material and such design is compatible with the size, scale, 
color, material, and character of the property, neighborhood, or environment. 
 
 Construct new additions or alterations to structures in such a manner that if 
such addition or alteration were to be removed in the future, the essential form and 
integrity of the structure will be unimpaired. 
 
 Conceal the installation of protective or code-required mechanical systems 
whenever possible so as not to intrude upon or detract from the aesthetic and 
historical qualities of the property, except where concealment would result in the 
alteration or destruction of historically-significant materials or spaces. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

There was some discussion at the Certificates of Appropriateness Committee concerning 
the application materials for this case. Staff has investigated with the Residential Review 
Office, which approves building permits for residences, and has ascertained the materials 
submitted are adequate for obtaining permit approval. Because the plans are hand-drawn 
on lined 8 ½ by 11 paper, they are somewhat difficult to read. However, given the fact that 
the proposed work is to a non-historic building on the rear of the lot on which the 
Landmark structure is located, and the changes being requested do not significantly alter 
the shape or outline of the non-historic structure, staff has accepted the drawings in this 
condition for this case only. 

Staff recommends approval as submitted.
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