
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION  D.6 - 1 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS  JUNE 28, 2010  
NRD-2010-0055  2509 HARRIS BOULEVARD OLD WEST AUSTIN 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1936 house.  

ARCHITECTURE 

One-and-a-half story rectangular-plan stone-veneered house with a full-width independent 
porch on plain square wood columns; symmetrical façade with 8:8 Colonial Revival-styled 
windows with stone flat arches and stone sills..  A ca. 1951 one-story rectangular-plan 
stone-veneered and frame addition is to the right of the main house. 

RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1936 for David C. and Alice D. Gracy, who moved here from 1701 
Hartford Road.  Gracy, raised in Austin, obtained both his undergraduate and law degrees 
from the University of Texas.  After graduation, he joined his family’s title abstract 
business, and also practiced law with Oscar W. Sandstrom.  He was active in many circles, 
including banking, religious, and philanthropy, including service as a Shriner, and 
treasurer of the Texas Fine Arts Association.  He became the president of the Gracy-Travis 
County Abstract Company until 1946, when failing health forced him to sell the company.  
He passed away later that year.   

His wife, Alice Duggan Gracy, was a native of Littlefield, Texas, and was the grand-niece of 
George Washington Littlefield.  Alice Gracy was known for her civic and philanthropic 
activities, but she was most active in the area of genealogy.  She was a founder of the Texas 
State Genealogical Society and the Austin Genealogical Society, and served as the 
genealogical consultant to the Colonial Dames of America in Texas.  She contributed 
articles to the Handbook of Texas, and helped found the St. David’s Bookshop and Library 
at St. David’s Episcopal Church.  She sold the house in the mid-1960s and passed away in 
1995. 

Betty Smedley, the widow of Texas Supreme Court Justice Graham Smedley, is listed as 
the owner and occupant of the house from the mid-1960s until her death in 1985.  Mrs. 
Smedley had a real estate office at the house in the late 1960s, then became a purveyor of 
rare books, which she sold from the house.  Her nephew, Jack Dunn, inherited the house 
after her death.  He is the current owner of the property, but is now in an assisted care 
facility.  

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is contributing to the Old West Austin National Register District. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, 
consisting of photographs of all facades, a dimensioned plan of the house, and a narrative 
history, and upon the Commission’s review of the new plans for the site.  The house, while 
associated with David and Alice Gracy, has fallen into a serious state of deterioration; the 
applicant for the demolition permit has considered rehabilitation and additions to the 
house, but the condition of the foundation makes rehabilitation infeasible. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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Street view 

 
Front porch 

 
North elevation and carport 
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Entry to the south addition 

 
Rear frame addition (1951) 

 

 
View of the front porch from the south addition 
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2509 Harris Boulevard 
ca. 1936 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2509 Harris Boulevard 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
May, 2010 
 
1992  Jack H. Dunn, owner 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Betty Smedley, owner 
  Proprietor, Betty Smedley Rare Books (at the house) 
 
1980  Betty Smedley, owner 
  Widow, G.B. Smedley 
  Proprietor, Betty Smedley Rare Books (at the house) 
 
1976  Betty Smedley, owner 
  Widow, G.B. Smedley 
  Proprietor, Betty Smedley Rare Books (at the house) 
 
1971  Betty Smedley, owner 
  Widow, G.B. Smedley 
  Proprietor, Betty Smedley Rare Books (at the house) 
 
1967  Betty Smedley, owner 
  Widow, G.B. Smedley 

Proprietor, Betty Smedley Real Estate (at the house) 
  NOTE:  Alice Gracy is not listed in the directory. 
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1963  Alice Gracy, owner 
Widow, David C. Gracy 
No occupation listed 

 
1960  Alice Gracy, owner 
  Widow, David C. Gracy 

No occupation listed 
 
1957  Alice Gracy, owner 
  Widow, David C. Gracy 
  No occupation listed 
 
1954  Alice Gracy, owner 
  Widow, David C. Gracy 

No occupation listed 
 
1952  Alice Gracy, owner 
  Widow, David C. Gracy 

No occupation listed 
Also listed is David Gracy, a student. 

 
1949  Alice Gracy, owner 

Widow, David C. Gracy 
No occupation listed 

 
1947  Alice Gracy, owner 
  Widow, David C. Gracy 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Lucille Gracy, no occupation stated; and Ruth Gracy, a student at 
the University of Texas. 

 
1944-45 David C. and Alice D. Gracy, owners 

President-manager, Gracy-Travis County Abstract Company, and Attorney at 
Law, Gracy Building, 205 W. 7th Street. 

 
1941  David C. and Alice D. Gracy, owners 

President-manager, Gracy-Travis County Abstract Company, and Attorney at 
Law, Gracy Building, 205 W. 7th Street. 

 
1939  David C. and Alice D. Gracy, owners 

President-manager, Gracy-Travis County Abstract Company, and Attorney at 
Law, Gracy Building, 205 W. 7th Street. 

 
1937  David C. and Alice D. Gracy, owners 

Proprietor (with Oscar W. Sandstrom), Sandstrom and Gracy, attorneys, Gracy 
Building, 205 W. 7th Street; and president-manager, Gracy-Travis County 
Abstract Company, Gracy Building, 205 W. 7th Street. 

 
1935  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  David C. and Alice D. Gracy are listed as living at 1701 Hartford Road; 
he was an attorney in the firm of Sandstrom and Gracy (with Oscar W. 
Sandstrom), and the president and manager of Gracy-Travis County Abstract 
Company, all in the Gracy Building, 205 W. 7th Street. 
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Building permit to Alice Gracy for the construction of the duplex addition (1951) 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census report shows David C. and Alice Gracy living at 1304 Hartford Road, a 
house they owned, and which was worth $25,000.  They had two daughters, Lucille, age , and 
Ruth, age .  The family also had a live-in African-American servant, Peaks Philonease, a 46-
year old widow who had been born in Louisiana.  Both David and Alice, as well as their children, 
had all been born in Texas.  David is listed as the manager of an abstract and title company. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census also shows Graham B. and Betty Smedley, who were living in Fort 
Worth where he was an attorney.  Graham B. Smedley was then 50 years old and had been 
born in Kentucky; Betty Smedley was then 41 and had been born in Mississippi.  The couple 
had no children living with them.  Betty Smedley is listed as the owner and occupant of the 
house from the mid-1960s until 1985.  She died in Travis County August 14, 1985. 
 
Betty Smedley’s husband, Graham Best Smedley, was an associate justice of the Texas 
Supreme Court from 1945 until his death in 1954.  He never lived in this house – Betty was a 
widow at the time she purchased the house. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From The Blue Book of Texas (1920) 
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David Gracy’s application for a passport (1921) 
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From Alice Duggan Gracy, The Gracy Family of New York and Texas, Austin, Texas: privately 

published, 1986. 
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Death notice of David C. Gracy 
Austin American, June 27, 1946 
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Funeral notice for David C. Gracy 

Austin American 
June 28, 1946 
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Funeral notice for David C. Gracy 
Austin Statesman, June 27, 1946 
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Obituary of Alice Gracy 

Austin American-Statesman 
April 10, 1995 
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Graham Best Smedley (1879-1954) 

 
Graham Best Smedley 

Associate Justice, Texas Supreme Court, 1945-1954 

Graham Best Smedley was born November 10, 1879, in Millersburg, Bourbon County, 
Kentucky. He attended Georgetown College in Kentucky, studying the classics, and 
entered Harvard University to obtain an advanced degree, but returned home two 
weeks later. Instead he earned a law degree from the University of Virginia, graduating 
with highest honors. He was admitted to the Texas bar in 1905 and began practicing 
law in Dallas. In 1907 he was married and relocated to Midland, where he established a 
successful practice as an oil and gas attorney. The couple had no children.  

In 1913 the thirty-three year-old Smedley was appointed assistant attorney general, in 
charge of the public lands division of the Texas attorney general's office. He remained in 
the position for six years, in charge of state litigation in the areas of school lands, oil, 
gas, and mineral estates, irrigation, and navigable waters. Following his service as an 
assistant attorney general, he practiced law for six years in Austin before moving to 
Wichita Falls in 1925. He joined a law firm there and then became an attorney for 
Continental Oil Company in Wichita Falls and Fort Worth.  

In 1933 Gov. Miriam Ferguson appointed Smedley to the Supreme Court Commission 
of Appeals. In 1945, when a constitutional amendment increased the supreme court 
from three justices to nine, the commissioners became associate justices. The following 
November, Smedley was elected to the position and was reelected in 1952. Known for 
his sharp tongue and acid pen, he earned a reputation on the court as "the great 
dissenter." He was also known for his legal scholarship, which included writing a digest 
on Texas oil and gas law and serving on the editorial board of the Texas Law Review.  

http://tarlton.webhost.utexas.edu/justices/curatorial.cfm?id=99�
http://tarlton.webhost.utexas.edu/justices/curatorial.cfm?id=99
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Smedley served on the Texas Supreme Court until his death following a brief illness, in 
Austin, June 16, 1954 at the age of seventy-four. He was buried in the Texas State 
Cemetery in Austin.  

Sources 

Graham B. Smedley, 17 Texas Bar Journal 685 (December 1954).  

Graham Best Smedley, Texas State Cemetery (accessed October 13, 2006).  
http://www.cemetery.state.tx.us/pub/user_form22.asp?step=1&pers_id=2323 

Memorial to Judge Graham B. Smedley, Texas Supreme Court, November 24, 1954.  
271 S.W.2d XXIX-XLVIII (1954). 

 

 

 
Obituary of Betty Smedley 

Austin American-Statesman, August 16, 1985 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cemetery.state.tx.us/pub/user_form22.asp?step=1&pers_id=2323
http://www.cemetery.state.tx.us/pub/user_form22.asp?step=1&pers_id=2323
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From: Ken McWilliams [mailto:ken@abcblind.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2010 11:49 AM 
To: Brian Bailey 
Subject: 2509 Harris Blvd. 
 
Brian, I own and have lived at 2514 Harris Blvd. since 1973, immediately across the street from 
2509.  I also own the property at 2512 Harris which I lease out.  Mary Beth and I are in favor of 
the granting of a demolition permit.  If I can be of futher help in the process please let me know. 
  
Ken McWilliams 

 
 

From: Bill Fowler [mailto:bfowler@caddominerals.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2010 2:00 PM 
To: Brian Bailey 
Subject: RE: 2509 Harris 
 
Brian 
Lynn and I live around the corner at 1410 Wathen, about 5 houses from 2509 Harris. We are in full 
support of the granting of a demolition permit for 2509 Harris.  Good luck. 
 
 

Best Regards, 
 
Bill Fowler 
Caddo Minerals Inc. 
2905 San Gabriel, Suiite 209 
Austin, TX 78705 
Tel: 512.243.5507; Cell: 512‐659‐2441 
www.caddominerals.com 
 

 
From: Neal Meinzer [mailto:NealM@hts-law.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2010 8:10 PM 
To: Brian Bailey 
Cc: Neal Meinzer 
Subject: RE: 2509 Harris 
 
Dear Brian: 
 
I own the house immediately to the north and next door to 2509 Harris Blvd.  My address is 2511 Harris 
Blvd. 
 
I have received and reviewed the COA’s notice regarding the demolition permit that has been filed 
concerning 2509 Harris Blvd. 
 
I am in full support of the demolition permit being granted. 
 
Please let me know if I can be of further assistance. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Neal Meinzer 
2511 Harris Blvd. 
Austin, Tx 78703 


