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Urban Transportation Commission      Regular Meeting 

Meeting Minutes        14 December 2010 

 

The Urban Transportation Commission convened in a regular meeting on 14 December 2010 at the 

Boards and Commissions Room located at 303 West 2
nd

 Street, Room 1101, Austin, Texas. 

 

Commission Members in Attendance:    
 Dustin Lanier –Chair 

 Sheila Holbrook-White – Vice Chair 

 Boone Blocker 

 Allen Demling  

 Dana Lockler 

 Richard MacKinnon 

 Eileen Schaubert 

  

Commission Members Absent: 

 Commissioner Lockler was off the dais for the first 15 minutes of the meeting 

   

Staff in Attendance: 

 Gordon Derr   Howard Lazarus  Keri Juarez 

 Leah Fillion    Michael Curtis   Annick Beaudet 

 Gilda Powers   Chris Muraida 

 

Chair Lanier called the Commission meeting to order at 6:07 p.m.   

 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes from the 11/08/2010 meeting were approved on Commissioner Holbrook-White 

motion, Commissioner Schaubert second, on a 6/0/1 vote, with Commissioner Lockler off the 

dais. 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: Lockler 
 

2. CITIZENS COMMUNICATION: GENERAL 

 Mr. Tom Wald spoke in favor of the MoPac Bike and Pedestrian corridor.   
 

3. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Bike-Share Program - Briefing 

 Ms. Annick Beaudet, Project Manager with the Public Works Department, introduced a new 

 project the City is contemplating to implement in the near future. More discussion and 

 follow up presentations are expected. No Action Taken.  

 

B. Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan Process - Briefing 

 Mr. Paul DiGiuseppe, Principal Planner with the Planning and Development Review 

 Department, gave an informative presentation about the Imagine Austin Comprehensive 
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 Plan process. He explained they have made presentation to several Boards and 

 Commissions and will engage the community through working groups that will be formed 

 in January. He asked for a representative from the UTC to serve as the liaison to the 

 working group. No action taken. 

  

C. Real Estate Vacation Evaluation – Discussion and Possible Action 

 Ms. Chris Muraida, Supervisor Property Agent with the Office of Real Estate Office 

 introduced Ms. Amanda Morrow, who represents the applicant requesting the vacation of 

 the alley between East 8
th

 and East 9
th

 Streets and East of Red River and West of the 

 vacated right of way of Sabine Street (Adjacent to 801 Red River) to be used for the Stubb’s 

 expansion project. On Chair Lanier motion, Commissioner Blocker second, on a 6/0/1 vote, 

 with Commissioner Holbrook-White off the dais, the UTC recommended approval of the 

 vacation.  

 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: Holbrook-White 

 

D. Interlocal Agreement with Capital Metro regarding bus stop accessibility 

improvements - Briefing 

 Mr. Michael Curtis, Neighborhood Connectivity Division Manager with the Public 

 Works Department briefed the UTC on an Interlocal Agreement being negotiated with 

 Capital Metro to provide funding for the City to make accessibility improvements or 

 construct up to 400 bus stops through out several corridors. Capital Metro Board will meet 

 at the end of January to approve the agreement. No Action Taken. 

 

E. Appointment of members to the Joint Subcommittee of the UTC and Downtown 

Commission to work on Parking Issues per Council Resolution 20101118-050 – 

Discussion and Possible Action 

 Chair Lanier introduced the item and asked the UTC to select Commissioner MacKinnon to 

 serve as Chair in the Joint Subcommittee. After discussion about the Council Resolution 

 direction, proposed schedule of meetings, and other concerns, on Commissioner Holbrook-

 White, Commissioner Blocker second, on a 7/0 vote, the UTC nominated Commissioner 

 MacKinnon, Commissioner Schaubert, and Chair Lanier to participate in the Joint 

 Subcommittee of the UTC and Downtown Commission.  

  

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: None 
  

4. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Extended Parking Hours - Briefing 

 Mr. Derr, Assistant Director with the Austin Transportation Department, gave a summary of  

 the policy goals: Addressing the downtown parking shortage, resolving valet parking issues, 

 increasing revenues, and reducing the City’s carbon footprint. ATD will continue discussion 

 with UTC/DC subcommittee and other stakeholders to ensure a comprehensive 
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 recommendation to Council in February. Two citizens addressed the UTC, Mr. Thomas 

 Butler, with the Downtown Austin Alliance (DAA) and Mr. Jerral Luna, with the 360 Valet

 organization. No Action Taken.  

  

5. STAFF AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a) Bike and Ped Subcommittee - Sidewalk Resolution – Discussion and Possible Action 

Commissioner Schaubert reported that the Bike and Ped Subcommittee approved the 

Sidewalk Resolution at their last meeting and explained that since their last meeting they 

have had some minor changes to the language. Citizen Jennifer McPhail, addressed the 

UTC and talked about her concerns with the sidewalks situation in the City. After 

discussion and receiving input from staff members, Commissioner Holbrook-White made a 

motion to accept the Resolution that was being examined. The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Demling. After further discussion, Chair Lanier proposed an amendment to 

the motion to include specific language on the proposed Resolution (see Appendix A for 

full Resolution). The friendly amendment was accepted by Commissioner Holbrook-White. 

On a 7/0 vote, the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: None 
 

b) Bike and Ped Subcommittee – Bicycle Parking in downtown - Discussion 

 Commissioner Schaubert invited Ms. Beaudet, Project Manager with the Public Works 

 Department, to participate in the discussion. Ms. Beaudet provided a brief history of the 

 issue and explained the current process to place bicycle racks in downtown and other parts 

 of the City. No Action Taken. 

 

c) Staff Briefings – Staff will prepare the new Bylaws and other documents as required by the 

new changes approved by Council and will forward them to the members prior to the next 

UTC meeting. The Bylaws will be reviewed by the City Clerk prior to submittal for 

approval. Additionally Mr. Derr gave an update on the Transportation Bond and will 

provide quarterly updates of the status of the projects.  
 

d) Downtown Commission – Chair Lanier said the DC heard the Rainey Street issue and 

discussed options with staff and other stakeholders. 
 

e) CAMPO – None 
 

f) SCIP / East Riverside Corridor – Commissioner Lockler said the East Riverside Corridor 

met on December 8
th

 and a decision was made to postpone the public hearings to probably 

March/April. They will meet again on January 9, 2011.  
 

g) CSAC – None 
 

h) Commissioners Blocker thanked Leah Fillion, Public Information Specialist with the Austin 

Transportation Department for sending the UTC daily updates on Transportation related 

issues. He encouraged others to read the very informative pieces she sends.  
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6. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

• Urban Rail Update –  

o National Environmental impact of Rail 

o Alternatives for Urban Rail 

• South Congress Improvements Updated 

• Extended Hours / Valet / Commercial Zones, etc. 

• Economic impact due to street closures in downtown 

• Residential Parking Program – Final recommendation 

• Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program (LATM) 

• 2010 Transportation Bond – Implementation of Projects   

• Special Events revision/changes to the Ordinance and Rules 

• Revision of the UTC Bylaws 

• Car2go update 
 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 Chair Lanier adjourned the meeting at 9:21 p.m. without objection 

  

 
  

 

    Approved Minutes ___________________________________ 

       Dustin Lanier –Chair 

       Urban Transportation Commission 
       

 

The City of Austin is committed to compliance with the American with Disabilities Act. Reasonable modifications and 

equal access to communications will be provided upon request.  Meeting locations are planned with wheelchair access.  

If requiring Sign Language Interpreters or alternative formats, please give notice at least 4 days before the meeting 

date.  Please call Gilda Powers at Transportation Department, at 974-7092, for additional information; TTY users route 

through Relay Texas at 711. 
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WHEREAS, walking and wheeling are the first steps to nearly every journey,  
 
WHEREAS, safe, accessible, multimodal travel alternatives, including walking, wheeling, and 
public transportation provide critical access to all Austin citizens, including persons with low-
income, children, persons with disabilities, transit users, and/or older adults to engage in the 
community,  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 5,500 ADA curb ramps are missing 
and/or in poor repair, therefore, rendering locations within the community inaccessible,  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 10.5 linear miles of sidewalk along the 
City of Austin’s urban roadways are missing, poorly-maintained, and, therefore, inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 33 linear miles of sidewalks along the 
City of Austin’s core transit corridors are additionally missing, poorly-maintained, and therefore, 
inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 3,450 linear miles of sidewalks in the 
City of Austin’s residential neighborhoods are missing, poorly-maintained, and therefore 
inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, even as these significant infrastructure gaps and barriers persist, the City of Austin 
seeks to encourage a growing number and frequency of trips made by walking, wheeling, rail, and 
public transportation in an effort to improve public health and to decrease air pollution;  
 
WHEREAS, US Federal Highway Administration studies have consistently demonstrated that 
sidewalks, better bus stop placement, and accessible infrastructure dramatically improves both the 
safety and mobility of those who walk, wheel, and use public transportation and/or rail;  
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE URBAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION THAT, 
THE CITY MANAGER BE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO: 
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City of Austin strategically 
deploy, to the extent possible, available pedestrian resources recently approved by the majority of 
the voters of the City of Austin through Proposition 1, which included $10.0 M for ADA compliant 
projects and $7.0 M for specific pedestrian projects and targeted sidewalk related investments, to 
facilitate the expeditious construction and improvement of the more than 43.5 linear miles of 
sidewalks along the City’s urban arterials and core transit corridors, otherwise inaccessible;  
 
Direct and ensure that the strategic completion of these targeted investments along and leading to 
urban arterials and core transit, tangibly support the use of Capital Metro’s current fixed-route and 
anticipated MetroRapid services; 
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City of Austin and the Capital 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority expeditiously complete an Interlocal Agreement that would 
allow for the strategic leveraging of those funds that the Authority has committed to support 
accessibility improvements and their expeditious completion;  
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City move forward 
expeditiously on an Interlocal Agreement with the Texas Department of Transportation that 
supports the planning, construction, and funding of safe, accessible pedestrian improvements to 
the City’s standards along the state’s rights of way that lie within Austin boundaries; and  
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Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City aggressively identify and 
further leverage strategically all national, state, regional, local, and private funds, including Safe 
Routes to Schools, Metropolitan Mobility funding, development fees, and other resources, that can 
be used to support strategic pedestrian investments in Austin’s residential neighborhoods outside 
the core and their accelerated pace of completion.   
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 Plan process. He explained they have made presentation to several Boards and 
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discussion and receiving input from staff members, Commissioner Holbrook-White made a 
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the City’s standards along the state’s rights of way that lie within Austin boundaries; and  



Page 6 of 6  

 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City aggressively identify and 
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Routes to Schools, Metropolitan Mobility funding, development fees, and other resources, that can 
be used to support strategic pedestrian investments in Austin’s residential neighborhoods outside 
the core and their accelerated pace of completion.   
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public transportation provide critical access to all Austin citizens, including persons with low-
income, children, persons with disabilities, transit users, and/or older adults to engage in the 
community,  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 5,500 ADA curb ramps are missing 
and/or in poor repair, therefore, rendering locations within the community inaccessible,  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 10.5 linear miles of sidewalk along the 
City of Austin’s urban roadways are missing, poorly-maintained, and, therefore, inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 33 linear miles of sidewalks along the 
City of Austin’s core transit corridors are additionally missing, poorly-maintained, and therefore, 
inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 3,450 linear miles of sidewalks in the 
City of Austin’s residential neighborhoods are missing, poorly-maintained, and therefore 
inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, even as these significant infrastructure gaps and barriers persist, the City of Austin 
seeks to encourage a growing number and frequency of trips made by walking, wheeling, rail, and 
public transportation in an effort to improve public health and to decrease air pollution;  
 
WHEREAS, US Federal Highway Administration studies have consistently demonstrated that 
sidewalks, better bus stop placement, and accessible infrastructure dramatically improves both the 
safety and mobility of those who walk, wheel, and use public transportation and/or rail;  
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE URBAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION THAT, 
THE CITY MANAGER BE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO: 
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City of Austin strategically 
deploy, to the extent possible, available pedestrian resources recently approved by the majority of 
the voters of the City of Austin through Proposition 1, which included $10.0 M for ADA compliant 
projects and $7.0 M for specific pedestrian projects and targeted sidewalk related investments, to 
facilitate the expeditious construction and improvement of the more than 43.5 linear miles of 
sidewalks along the City’s urban arterials and core transit corridors, otherwise inaccessible;  
 
Direct and ensure that the strategic completion of these targeted investments along and leading to 
urban arterials and core transit, tangibly support the use of Capital Metro’s current fixed-route and 
anticipated MetroRapid services; 
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City of Austin and the Capital 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority expeditiously complete an Interlocal Agreement that would 
allow for the strategic leveraging of those funds that the Authority has committed to support 
accessibility improvements and their expeditious completion;  
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City move forward 
expeditiously on an Interlocal Agreement with the Texas Department of Transportation that 
supports the planning, construction, and funding of safe, accessible pedestrian improvements to 
the City’s standards along the state’s rights of way that lie within Austin boundaries; and  
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Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City aggressively identify and 
further leverage strategically all national, state, regional, local, and private funds, including Safe 
Routes to Schools, Metropolitan Mobility funding, development fees, and other resources, that can 
be used to support strategic pedestrian investments in Austin’s residential neighborhoods outside 
the core and their accelerated pace of completion.   
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Urban Transportation Commission      Regular Meeting 

Meeting Minutes        14 December 2010 

 

The Urban Transportation Commission convened in a regular meeting on 14 December 2010 at the 

Boards and Commissions Room located at 303 West 2
nd

 Street, Room 1101, Austin, Texas. 

 

Commission Members in Attendance:    
 Dustin Lanier –Chair 

 Sheila Holbrook-White – Vice Chair 

 Boone Blocker 

 Allen Demling  

 Dana Lockler 

 Richard MacKinnon 

 Eileen Schaubert 

  

Commission Members Absent: 

 Commissioner Lockler was off the dais for the first 15 minutes of the meeting 

   

Staff in Attendance: 

 Gordon Derr   Howard Lazarus  Keri Juarez 

 Leah Fillion    Michael Curtis   Annick Beaudet 

 Gilda Powers   Chris Muraida 

 

Chair Lanier called the Commission meeting to order at 6:07 p.m.   

 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes from the 11/08/2010 meeting were approved on Commissioner Holbrook-White 

motion, Commissioner Schaubert second, on a 6/0/1 vote, with Commissioner Lockler off the 

dais. 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: Lockler 
 

2. CITIZENS COMMUNICATION: GENERAL 

 Mr. Tom Wald spoke in favor of the MoPac Bike and Pedestrian corridor.   
 

3. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Bike-Share Program - Briefing 

 Ms. Annick Beaudet, Project Manager with the Public Works Department, introduced a new 

 project the City is contemplating to implement in the near future. More discussion and 

 follow up presentations are expected. No Action Taken.  

 

B. Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan Process - Briefing 

 Mr. Paul DiGiuseppe, Principal Planner with the Planning and Development Review 

 Department, gave an informative presentation about the Imagine Austin Comprehensive 



Page 2 of 6  

 Plan process. He explained they have made presentation to several Boards and 

 Commissions and will engage the community through working groups that will be formed 

 in January. He asked for a representative from the UTC to serve as the liaison to the 

 working group. No action taken. 

  

C. Real Estate Vacation Evaluation – Discussion and Possible Action 

 Ms. Chris Muraida, Supervisor Property Agent with the Office of Real Estate Office 

 introduced Ms. Amanda Morrow, who represents the applicant requesting the vacation of 

 the alley between East 8
th

 and East 9
th

 Streets and East of Red River and West of the 

 vacated right of way of Sabine Street (Adjacent to 801 Red River) to be used for the Stubb’s 

 expansion project. On Chair Lanier motion, Commissioner Blocker second, on a 6/0/1 vote, 

 with Commissioner Holbrook-White off the dais, the UTC recommended approval of the 

 vacation.  

 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: Holbrook-White 

 

D. Interlocal Agreement with Capital Metro regarding bus stop accessibility 

improvements - Briefing 

 Mr. Michael Curtis, Neighborhood Connectivity Division Manager with the Public 

 Works Department briefed the UTC on an Interlocal Agreement being negotiated with 

 Capital Metro to provide funding for the City to make accessibility improvements or 

 construct up to 400 bus stops through out several corridors. Capital Metro Board will meet 

 at the end of January to approve the agreement. No Action Taken. 

 

E. Appointment of members to the Joint Subcommittee of the UTC and Downtown 

Commission to work on Parking Issues per Council Resolution 20101118-050 – 

Discussion and Possible Action 

 Chair Lanier introduced the item and asked the UTC to select Commissioner MacKinnon to 

 serve as Chair in the Joint Subcommittee. After discussion about the Council Resolution 

 direction, proposed schedule of meetings, and other concerns, on Commissioner Holbrook-

 White, Commissioner Blocker second, on a 7/0 vote, the UTC nominated Commissioner 

 MacKinnon, Commissioner Schaubert, and Chair Lanier to participate in the Joint 

 Subcommittee of the UTC and Downtown Commission.  

  

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: None 
  

4. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Extended Parking Hours - Briefing 

 Mr. Derr, Assistant Director with the Austin Transportation Department, gave a summary of  

 the policy goals: Addressing the downtown parking shortage, resolving valet parking issues, 

 increasing revenues, and reducing the City’s carbon footprint. ATD will continue discussion 

 with UTC/DC subcommittee and other stakeholders to ensure a comprehensive 
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 recommendation to Council in February. Two citizens addressed the UTC, Mr. Thomas 

 Butler, with the Downtown Austin Alliance (DAA) and Mr. Jerral Luna, with the 360 Valet

 organization. No Action Taken.  

  

5. STAFF AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a) Bike and Ped Subcommittee - Sidewalk Resolution – Discussion and Possible Action 

Commissioner Schaubert reported that the Bike and Ped Subcommittee approved the 

Sidewalk Resolution at their last meeting and explained that since their last meeting they 

have had some minor changes to the language. Citizen Jennifer McPhail, addressed the 

UTC and talked about her concerns with the sidewalks situation in the City. After 

discussion and receiving input from staff members, Commissioner Holbrook-White made a 

motion to accept the Resolution that was being examined. The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Demling. After further discussion, Chair Lanier proposed an amendment to 

the motion to include specific language on the proposed Resolution (see Appendix A for 

full Resolution). The friendly amendment was accepted by Commissioner Holbrook-White. 

On a 7/0 vote, the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: None 
 

b) Bike and Ped Subcommittee – Bicycle Parking in downtown - Discussion 

 Commissioner Schaubert invited Ms. Beaudet, Project Manager with the Public Works 

 Department, to participate in the discussion. Ms. Beaudet provided a brief history of the 

 issue and explained the current process to place bicycle racks in downtown and other parts 

 of the City. No Action Taken. 

 

c) Staff Briefings – Staff will prepare the new Bylaws and other documents as required by the 

new changes approved by Council and will forward them to the members prior to the next 

UTC meeting. The Bylaws will be reviewed by the City Clerk prior to submittal for 

approval. Additionally Mr. Derr gave an update on the Transportation Bond and will 

provide quarterly updates of the status of the projects.  
 

d) Downtown Commission – Chair Lanier said the DC heard the Rainey Street issue and 

discussed options with staff and other stakeholders. 
 

e) CAMPO – None 
 

f) SCIP / East Riverside Corridor – Commissioner Lockler said the East Riverside Corridor 

met on December 8
th

 and a decision was made to postpone the public hearings to probably 

March/April. They will meet again on January 9, 2011.  
 

g) CSAC – None 
 

h) Commissioners Blocker thanked Leah Fillion, Public Information Specialist with the Austin 

Transportation Department for sending the UTC daily updates on Transportation related 

issues. He encouraged others to read the very informative pieces she sends.  
 

 



Page 4 of 6  

6. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

• Urban Rail Update –  

o National Environmental impact of Rail 

o Alternatives for Urban Rail 

• South Congress Improvements Updated 

• Extended Hours / Valet / Commercial Zones, etc. 

• Economic impact due to street closures in downtown 

• Residential Parking Program – Final recommendation 

• Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program (LATM) 

• 2010 Transportation Bond – Implementation of Projects   

• Special Events revision/changes to the Ordinance and Rules 

• Revision of the UTC Bylaws 

• Car2go update 
 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 Chair Lanier adjourned the meeting at 9:21 p.m. without objection 

  

 
  

 

    Approved Minutes ___________________________________ 

       Dustin Lanier –Chair 

       Urban Transportation Commission 
       

 

The City of Austin is committed to compliance with the American with Disabilities Act. Reasonable modifications and 

equal access to communications will be provided upon request.  Meeting locations are planned with wheelchair access.  

If requiring Sign Language Interpreters or alternative formats, please give notice at least 4 days before the meeting 

date.  Please call Gilda Powers at Transportation Department, at 974-7092, for additional information; TTY users route 

through Relay Texas at 711. 
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WHEREAS, walking and wheeling are the first steps to nearly every journey,  
 
WHEREAS, safe, accessible, multimodal travel alternatives, including walking, wheeling, and 
public transportation provide critical access to all Austin citizens, including persons with low-
income, children, persons with disabilities, transit users, and/or older adults to engage in the 
community,  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 5,500 ADA curb ramps are missing 
and/or in poor repair, therefore, rendering locations within the community inaccessible,  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 10.5 linear miles of sidewalk along the 
City of Austin’s urban roadways are missing, poorly-maintained, and, therefore, inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 33 linear miles of sidewalks along the 
City of Austin’s core transit corridors are additionally missing, poorly-maintained, and therefore, 
inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 3,450 linear miles of sidewalks in the 
City of Austin’s residential neighborhoods are missing, poorly-maintained, and therefore 
inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, even as these significant infrastructure gaps and barriers persist, the City of Austin 
seeks to encourage a growing number and frequency of trips made by walking, wheeling, rail, and 
public transportation in an effort to improve public health and to decrease air pollution;  
 
WHEREAS, US Federal Highway Administration studies have consistently demonstrated that 
sidewalks, better bus stop placement, and accessible infrastructure dramatically improves both the 
safety and mobility of those who walk, wheel, and use public transportation and/or rail;  
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE URBAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION THAT, 
THE CITY MANAGER BE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO: 
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City of Austin strategically 
deploy, to the extent possible, available pedestrian resources recently approved by the majority of 
the voters of the City of Austin through Proposition 1, which included $10.0 M for ADA compliant 
projects and $7.0 M for specific pedestrian projects and targeted sidewalk related investments, to 
facilitate the expeditious construction and improvement of the more than 43.5 linear miles of 
sidewalks along the City’s urban arterials and core transit corridors, otherwise inaccessible;  
 
Direct and ensure that the strategic completion of these targeted investments along and leading to 
urban arterials and core transit, tangibly support the use of Capital Metro’s current fixed-route and 
anticipated MetroRapid services; 
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City of Austin and the Capital 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority expeditiously complete an Interlocal Agreement that would 
allow for the strategic leveraging of those funds that the Authority has committed to support 
accessibility improvements and their expeditious completion;  
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City move forward 
expeditiously on an Interlocal Agreement with the Texas Department of Transportation that 
supports the planning, construction, and funding of safe, accessible pedestrian improvements to 
the City’s standards along the state’s rights of way that lie within Austin boundaries; and  
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Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City aggressively identify and 
further leverage strategically all national, state, regional, local, and private funds, including Safe 
Routes to Schools, Metropolitan Mobility funding, development fees, and other resources, that can 
be used to support strategic pedestrian investments in Austin’s residential neighborhoods outside 
the core and their accelerated pace of completion.   
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The Urban Transportation Commission convened in a regular meeting on 14 December 2010 at the 

Boards and Commissions Room located at 303 West 2
nd

 Street, Room 1101, Austin, Texas. 

 

Commission Members in Attendance:    
 Dustin Lanier –Chair 

 Sheila Holbrook-White – Vice Chair 

 Boone Blocker 

 Allen Demling  

 Dana Lockler 

 Richard MacKinnon 

 Eileen Schaubert 

  

Commission Members Absent: 

 Commissioner Lockler was off the dais for the first 15 minutes of the meeting 

   

Staff in Attendance: 

 Gordon Derr   Howard Lazarus  Keri Juarez 

 Leah Fillion    Michael Curtis   Annick Beaudet 

 Gilda Powers   Chris Muraida 

 

Chair Lanier called the Commission meeting to order at 6:07 p.m.   

 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes from the 11/08/2010 meeting were approved on Commissioner Holbrook-White 

motion, Commissioner Schaubert second, on a 6/0/1 vote, with Commissioner Lockler off the 

dais. 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: Lockler 
 

2. CITIZENS COMMUNICATION: GENERAL 

 Mr. Tom Wald spoke in favor of the MoPac Bike and Pedestrian corridor.   
 

3. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Bike-Share Program - Briefing 

 Ms. Annick Beaudet, Project Manager with the Public Works Department, introduced a new 

 project the City is contemplating to implement in the near future. More discussion and 

 follow up presentations are expected. No Action Taken.  

 

B. Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan Process - Briefing 

 Mr. Paul DiGiuseppe, Principal Planner with the Planning and Development Review 

 Department, gave an informative presentation about the Imagine Austin Comprehensive 
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 Plan process. He explained they have made presentation to several Boards and 

 Commissions and will engage the community through working groups that will be formed 

 in January. He asked for a representative from the UTC to serve as the liaison to the 

 working group. No action taken. 

  

C. Real Estate Vacation Evaluation – Discussion and Possible Action 

 Ms. Chris Muraida, Supervisor Property Agent with the Office of Real Estate Office 

 introduced Ms. Amanda Morrow, who represents the applicant requesting the vacation of 

 the alley between East 8
th

 and East 9
th

 Streets and East of Red River and West of the 

 vacated right of way of Sabine Street (Adjacent to 801 Red River) to be used for the Stubb’s 

 expansion project. On Chair Lanier motion, Commissioner Blocker second, on a 6/0/1 vote, 

 with Commissioner Holbrook-White off the dais, the UTC recommended approval of the 

 vacation.  

 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: Holbrook-White 

 

D. Interlocal Agreement with Capital Metro regarding bus stop accessibility 

improvements - Briefing 

 Mr. Michael Curtis, Neighborhood Connectivity Division Manager with the Public 

 Works Department briefed the UTC on an Interlocal Agreement being negotiated with 

 Capital Metro to provide funding for the City to make accessibility improvements or 

 construct up to 400 bus stops through out several corridors. Capital Metro Board will meet 

 at the end of January to approve the agreement. No Action Taken. 

 

E. Appointment of members to the Joint Subcommittee of the UTC and Downtown 

Commission to work on Parking Issues per Council Resolution 20101118-050 – 

Discussion and Possible Action 

 Chair Lanier introduced the item and asked the UTC to select Commissioner MacKinnon to 

 serve as Chair in the Joint Subcommittee. After discussion about the Council Resolution 

 direction, proposed schedule of meetings, and other concerns, on Commissioner Holbrook-

 White, Commissioner Blocker second, on a 7/0 vote, the UTC nominated Commissioner 

 MacKinnon, Commissioner Schaubert, and Chair Lanier to participate in the Joint 

 Subcommittee of the UTC and Downtown Commission.  

  

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: None 
  

4. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Extended Parking Hours - Briefing 

 Mr. Derr, Assistant Director with the Austin Transportation Department, gave a summary of  

 the policy goals: Addressing the downtown parking shortage, resolving valet parking issues, 

 increasing revenues, and reducing the City’s carbon footprint. ATD will continue discussion 

 with UTC/DC subcommittee and other stakeholders to ensure a comprehensive 
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 recommendation to Council in February. Two citizens addressed the UTC, Mr. Thomas 

 Butler, with the Downtown Austin Alliance (DAA) and Mr. Jerral Luna, with the 360 Valet

 organization. No Action Taken.  

  

5. STAFF AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a) Bike and Ped Subcommittee - Sidewalk Resolution – Discussion and Possible Action 

Commissioner Schaubert reported that the Bike and Ped Subcommittee approved the 

Sidewalk Resolution at their last meeting and explained that since their last meeting they 

have had some minor changes to the language. Citizen Jennifer McPhail, addressed the 

UTC and talked about her concerns with the sidewalks situation in the City. After 

discussion and receiving input from staff members, Commissioner Holbrook-White made a 

motion to accept the Resolution that was being examined. The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Demling. After further discussion, Chair Lanier proposed an amendment to 

the motion to include specific language on the proposed Resolution (see Appendix A for 

full Resolution). The friendly amendment was accepted by Commissioner Holbrook-White. 

On a 7/0 vote, the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: None 
 

b) Bike and Ped Subcommittee – Bicycle Parking in downtown - Discussion 

 Commissioner Schaubert invited Ms. Beaudet, Project Manager with the Public Works 

 Department, to participate in the discussion. Ms. Beaudet provided a brief history of the 

 issue and explained the current process to place bicycle racks in downtown and other parts 

 of the City. No Action Taken. 

 

c) Staff Briefings – Staff will prepare the new Bylaws and other documents as required by the 

new changes approved by Council and will forward them to the members prior to the next 

UTC meeting. The Bylaws will be reviewed by the City Clerk prior to submittal for 

approval. Additionally Mr. Derr gave an update on the Transportation Bond and will 

provide quarterly updates of the status of the projects.  
 

d) Downtown Commission – Chair Lanier said the DC heard the Rainey Street issue and 

discussed options with staff and other stakeholders. 
 

e) CAMPO – None 
 

f) SCIP / East Riverside Corridor – Commissioner Lockler said the East Riverside Corridor 

met on December 8
th

 and a decision was made to postpone the public hearings to probably 

March/April. They will meet again on January 9, 2011.  
 

g) CSAC – None 
 

h) Commissioners Blocker thanked Leah Fillion, Public Information Specialist with the Austin 

Transportation Department for sending the UTC daily updates on Transportation related 

issues. He encouraged others to read the very informative pieces she sends.  
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6. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

• Urban Rail Update –  

o National Environmental impact of Rail 

o Alternatives for Urban Rail 

• South Congress Improvements Updated 

• Extended Hours / Valet / Commercial Zones, etc. 

• Economic impact due to street closures in downtown 

• Residential Parking Program – Final recommendation 

• Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program (LATM) 

• 2010 Transportation Bond – Implementation of Projects   

• Special Events revision/changes to the Ordinance and Rules 

• Revision of the UTC Bylaws 

• Car2go update 
 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 Chair Lanier adjourned the meeting at 9:21 p.m. without objection 

  

 
  

 

    Approved Minutes ___________________________________ 
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       Urban Transportation Commission 
       

 

The City of Austin is committed to compliance with the American with Disabilities Act. Reasonable modifications and 

equal access to communications will be provided upon request.  Meeting locations are planned with wheelchair access.  
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WHEREAS, walking and wheeling are the first steps to nearly every journey,  
 
WHEREAS, safe, accessible, multimodal travel alternatives, including walking, wheeling, and 
public transportation provide critical access to all Austin citizens, including persons with low-
income, children, persons with disabilities, transit users, and/or older adults to engage in the 
community,  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 5,500 ADA curb ramps are missing 
and/or in poor repair, therefore, rendering locations within the community inaccessible,  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 10.5 linear miles of sidewalk along the 
City of Austin’s urban roadways are missing, poorly-maintained, and, therefore, inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 33 linear miles of sidewalks along the 
City of Austin’s core transit corridors are additionally missing, poorly-maintained, and therefore, 
inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 3,450 linear miles of sidewalks in the 
City of Austin’s residential neighborhoods are missing, poorly-maintained, and therefore 
inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, even as these significant infrastructure gaps and barriers persist, the City of Austin 
seeks to encourage a growing number and frequency of trips made by walking, wheeling, rail, and 
public transportation in an effort to improve public health and to decrease air pollution;  
 
WHEREAS, US Federal Highway Administration studies have consistently demonstrated that 
sidewalks, better bus stop placement, and accessible infrastructure dramatically improves both the 
safety and mobility of those who walk, wheel, and use public transportation and/or rail;  
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE URBAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION THAT, 
THE CITY MANAGER BE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO: 
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City of Austin strategically 
deploy, to the extent possible, available pedestrian resources recently approved by the majority of 
the voters of the City of Austin through Proposition 1, which included $10.0 M for ADA compliant 
projects and $7.0 M for specific pedestrian projects and targeted sidewalk related investments, to 
facilitate the expeditious construction and improvement of the more than 43.5 linear miles of 
sidewalks along the City’s urban arterials and core transit corridors, otherwise inaccessible;  
 
Direct and ensure that the strategic completion of these targeted investments along and leading to 
urban arterials and core transit, tangibly support the use of Capital Metro’s current fixed-route and 
anticipated MetroRapid services; 
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City of Austin and the Capital 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority expeditiously complete an Interlocal Agreement that would 
allow for the strategic leveraging of those funds that the Authority has committed to support 
accessibility improvements and their expeditious completion;  
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City move forward 
expeditiously on an Interlocal Agreement with the Texas Department of Transportation that 
supports the planning, construction, and funding of safe, accessible pedestrian improvements to 
the City’s standards along the state’s rights of way that lie within Austin boundaries; and  
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Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City aggressively identify and 
further leverage strategically all national, state, regional, local, and private funds, including Safe 
Routes to Schools, Metropolitan Mobility funding, development fees, and other resources, that can 
be used to support strategic pedestrian investments in Austin’s residential neighborhoods outside 
the core and their accelerated pace of completion.   
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Commission Members in Attendance:    
 Dustin Lanier –Chair 

 Sheila Holbrook-White – Vice Chair 

 Boone Blocker 

 Allen Demling  

 Dana Lockler 

 Richard MacKinnon 

 Eileen Schaubert 

  

Commission Members Absent: 

 Commissioner Lockler was off the dais for the first 15 minutes of the meeting 

   

Staff in Attendance: 

 Gordon Derr   Howard Lazarus  Keri Juarez 

 Leah Fillion    Michael Curtis   Annick Beaudet 

 Gilda Powers   Chris Muraida 

 

Chair Lanier called the Commission meeting to order at 6:07 p.m.   

 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes from the 11/08/2010 meeting were approved on Commissioner Holbrook-White 

motion, Commissioner Schaubert second, on a 6/0/1 vote, with Commissioner Lockler off the 

dais. 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: Lockler 
 

2. CITIZENS COMMUNICATION: GENERAL 

 Mr. Tom Wald spoke in favor of the MoPac Bike and Pedestrian corridor.   
 

3. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Bike-Share Program - Briefing 

 Ms. Annick Beaudet, Project Manager with the Public Works Department, introduced a new 

 project the City is contemplating to implement in the near future. More discussion and 

 follow up presentations are expected. No Action Taken.  

 

B. Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan Process - Briefing 

 Mr. Paul DiGiuseppe, Principal Planner with the Planning and Development Review 

 Department, gave an informative presentation about the Imagine Austin Comprehensive 
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 Plan process. He explained they have made presentation to several Boards and 

 Commissions and will engage the community through working groups that will be formed 

 in January. He asked for a representative from the UTC to serve as the liaison to the 

 working group. No action taken. 

  

C. Real Estate Vacation Evaluation – Discussion and Possible Action 

 Ms. Chris Muraida, Supervisor Property Agent with the Office of Real Estate Office 

 introduced Ms. Amanda Morrow, who represents the applicant requesting the vacation of 

 the alley between East 8
th

 and East 9
th

 Streets and East of Red River and West of the 

 vacated right of way of Sabine Street (Adjacent to 801 Red River) to be used for the Stubb’s 

 expansion project. On Chair Lanier motion, Commissioner Blocker second, on a 6/0/1 vote, 

 with Commissioner Holbrook-White off the dais, the UTC recommended approval of the 

 vacation.  

 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: Holbrook-White 

 

D. Interlocal Agreement with Capital Metro regarding bus stop accessibility 

improvements - Briefing 

 Mr. Michael Curtis, Neighborhood Connectivity Division Manager with the Public 

 Works Department briefed the UTC on an Interlocal Agreement being negotiated with 

 Capital Metro to provide funding for the City to make accessibility improvements or 

 construct up to 400 bus stops through out several corridors. Capital Metro Board will meet 

 at the end of January to approve the agreement. No Action Taken. 

 

E. Appointment of members to the Joint Subcommittee of the UTC and Downtown 

Commission to work on Parking Issues per Council Resolution 20101118-050 – 

Discussion and Possible Action 

 Chair Lanier introduced the item and asked the UTC to select Commissioner MacKinnon to 

 serve as Chair in the Joint Subcommittee. After discussion about the Council Resolution 

 direction, proposed schedule of meetings, and other concerns, on Commissioner Holbrook-

 White, Commissioner Blocker second, on a 7/0 vote, the UTC nominated Commissioner 

 MacKinnon, Commissioner Schaubert, and Chair Lanier to participate in the Joint 

 Subcommittee of the UTC and Downtown Commission.  

  

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: None 
  

4. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Extended Parking Hours - Briefing 

 Mr. Derr, Assistant Director with the Austin Transportation Department, gave a summary of  

 the policy goals: Addressing the downtown parking shortage, resolving valet parking issues, 

 increasing revenues, and reducing the City’s carbon footprint. ATD will continue discussion 

 with UTC/DC subcommittee and other stakeholders to ensure a comprehensive 
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 recommendation to Council in February. Two citizens addressed the UTC, Mr. Thomas 

 Butler, with the Downtown Austin Alliance (DAA) and Mr. Jerral Luna, with the 360 Valet

 organization. No Action Taken.  

  

5. STAFF AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a) Bike and Ped Subcommittee - Sidewalk Resolution – Discussion and Possible Action 

Commissioner Schaubert reported that the Bike and Ped Subcommittee approved the 

Sidewalk Resolution at their last meeting and explained that since their last meeting they 

have had some minor changes to the language. Citizen Jennifer McPhail, addressed the 

UTC and talked about her concerns with the sidewalks situation in the City. After 

discussion and receiving input from staff members, Commissioner Holbrook-White made a 

motion to accept the Resolution that was being examined. The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Demling. After further discussion, Chair Lanier proposed an amendment to 

the motion to include specific language on the proposed Resolution (see Appendix A for 

full Resolution). The friendly amendment was accepted by Commissioner Holbrook-White. 

On a 7/0 vote, the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: None 
 

b) Bike and Ped Subcommittee – Bicycle Parking in downtown - Discussion 

 Commissioner Schaubert invited Ms. Beaudet, Project Manager with the Public Works 

 Department, to participate in the discussion. Ms. Beaudet provided a brief history of the 

 issue and explained the current process to place bicycle racks in downtown and other parts 

 of the City. No Action Taken. 

 

c) Staff Briefings – Staff will prepare the new Bylaws and other documents as required by the 

new changes approved by Council and will forward them to the members prior to the next 

UTC meeting. The Bylaws will be reviewed by the City Clerk prior to submittal for 

approval. Additionally Mr. Derr gave an update on the Transportation Bond and will 

provide quarterly updates of the status of the projects.  
 

d) Downtown Commission – Chair Lanier said the DC heard the Rainey Street issue and 

discussed options with staff and other stakeholders. 
 

e) CAMPO – None 
 

f) SCIP / East Riverside Corridor – Commissioner Lockler said the East Riverside Corridor 

met on December 8
th

 and a decision was made to postpone the public hearings to probably 

March/April. They will meet again on January 9, 2011.  
 

g) CSAC – None 
 

h) Commissioners Blocker thanked Leah Fillion, Public Information Specialist with the Austin 

Transportation Department for sending the UTC daily updates on Transportation related 

issues. He encouraged others to read the very informative pieces she sends.  
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6. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

• Urban Rail Update –  

o National Environmental impact of Rail 

o Alternatives for Urban Rail 

• South Congress Improvements Updated 

• Extended Hours / Valet / Commercial Zones, etc. 

• Economic impact due to street closures in downtown 

• Residential Parking Program – Final recommendation 

• Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program (LATM) 

• 2010 Transportation Bond – Implementation of Projects   

• Special Events revision/changes to the Ordinance and Rules 

• Revision of the UTC Bylaws 

• Car2go update 
 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 Chair Lanier adjourned the meeting at 9:21 p.m. without objection 

  

 
  

 

    Approved Minutes ___________________________________ 

       Dustin Lanier –Chair 

       Urban Transportation Commission 
       

 

The City of Austin is committed to compliance with the American with Disabilities Act. Reasonable modifications and 

equal access to communications will be provided upon request.  Meeting locations are planned with wheelchair access.  

If requiring Sign Language Interpreters or alternative formats, please give notice at least 4 days before the meeting 

date.  Please call Gilda Powers at Transportation Department, at 974-7092, for additional information; TTY users route 

through Relay Texas at 711. 
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WHEREAS, walking and wheeling are the first steps to nearly every journey,  
 
WHEREAS, safe, accessible, multimodal travel alternatives, including walking, wheeling, and 
public transportation provide critical access to all Austin citizens, including persons with low-
income, children, persons with disabilities, transit users, and/or older adults to engage in the 
community,  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 5,500 ADA curb ramps are missing 
and/or in poor repair, therefore, rendering locations within the community inaccessible,  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 10.5 linear miles of sidewalk along the 
City of Austin’s urban roadways are missing, poorly-maintained, and, therefore, inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 33 linear miles of sidewalks along the 
City of Austin’s core transit corridors are additionally missing, poorly-maintained, and therefore, 
inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 3,450 linear miles of sidewalks in the 
City of Austin’s residential neighborhoods are missing, poorly-maintained, and therefore 
inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, even as these significant infrastructure gaps and barriers persist, the City of Austin 
seeks to encourage a growing number and frequency of trips made by walking, wheeling, rail, and 
public transportation in an effort to improve public health and to decrease air pollution;  
 
WHEREAS, US Federal Highway Administration studies have consistently demonstrated that 
sidewalks, better bus stop placement, and accessible infrastructure dramatically improves both the 
safety and mobility of those who walk, wheel, and use public transportation and/or rail;  
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE URBAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION THAT, 
THE CITY MANAGER BE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO: 
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City of Austin strategically 
deploy, to the extent possible, available pedestrian resources recently approved by the majority of 
the voters of the City of Austin through Proposition 1, which included $10.0 M for ADA compliant 
projects and $7.0 M for specific pedestrian projects and targeted sidewalk related investments, to 
facilitate the expeditious construction and improvement of the more than 43.5 linear miles of 
sidewalks along the City’s urban arterials and core transit corridors, otherwise inaccessible;  
 
Direct and ensure that the strategic completion of these targeted investments along and leading to 
urban arterials and core transit, tangibly support the use of Capital Metro’s current fixed-route and 
anticipated MetroRapid services; 
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City of Austin and the Capital 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority expeditiously complete an Interlocal Agreement that would 
allow for the strategic leveraging of those funds that the Authority has committed to support 
accessibility improvements and their expeditious completion;  
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City move forward 
expeditiously on an Interlocal Agreement with the Texas Department of Transportation that 
supports the planning, construction, and funding of safe, accessible pedestrian improvements to 
the City’s standards along the state’s rights of way that lie within Austin boundaries; and  
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Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City aggressively identify and 
further leverage strategically all national, state, regional, local, and private funds, including Safe 
Routes to Schools, Metropolitan Mobility funding, development fees, and other resources, that can 
be used to support strategic pedestrian investments in Austin’s residential neighborhoods outside 
the core and their accelerated pace of completion.   
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Urban Transportation Commission      Regular Meeting 

Meeting Minutes        14 December 2010 

 

The Urban Transportation Commission convened in a regular meeting on 14 December 2010 at the 

Boards and Commissions Room located at 303 West 2
nd

 Street, Room 1101, Austin, Texas. 

 

Commission Members in Attendance:    
 Dustin Lanier –Chair 

 Sheila Holbrook-White – Vice Chair 

 Boone Blocker 

 Allen Demling  

 Dana Lockler 

 Richard MacKinnon 

 Eileen Schaubert 

  

Commission Members Absent: 

 Commissioner Lockler was off the dais for the first 15 minutes of the meeting 

   

Staff in Attendance: 

 Gordon Derr   Howard Lazarus  Keri Juarez 

 Leah Fillion    Michael Curtis   Annick Beaudet 

 Gilda Powers   Chris Muraida 

 

Chair Lanier called the Commission meeting to order at 6:07 p.m.   

 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes from the 11/08/2010 meeting were approved on Commissioner Holbrook-White 

motion, Commissioner Schaubert second, on a 6/0/1 vote, with Commissioner Lockler off the 

dais. 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: Lockler 
 

2. CITIZENS COMMUNICATION: GENERAL 

 Mr. Tom Wald spoke in favor of the MoPac Bike and Pedestrian corridor.   
 

3. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Bike-Share Program - Briefing 

 Ms. Annick Beaudet, Project Manager with the Public Works Department, introduced a new 

 project the City is contemplating to implement in the near future. More discussion and 

 follow up presentations are expected. No Action Taken.  

 

B. Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan Process - Briefing 

 Mr. Paul DiGiuseppe, Principal Planner with the Planning and Development Review 

 Department, gave an informative presentation about the Imagine Austin Comprehensive 
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 Plan process. He explained they have made presentation to several Boards and 

 Commissions and will engage the community through working groups that will be formed 

 in January. He asked for a representative from the UTC to serve as the liaison to the 

 working group. No action taken. 

  

C. Real Estate Vacation Evaluation – Discussion and Possible Action 

 Ms. Chris Muraida, Supervisor Property Agent with the Office of Real Estate Office 

 introduced Ms. Amanda Morrow, who represents the applicant requesting the vacation of 

 the alley between East 8
th

 and East 9
th

 Streets and East of Red River and West of the 

 vacated right of way of Sabine Street (Adjacent to 801 Red River) to be used for the Stubb’s 

 expansion project. On Chair Lanier motion, Commissioner Blocker second, on a 6/0/1 vote, 

 with Commissioner Holbrook-White off the dais, the UTC recommended approval of the 

 vacation.  

 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: Holbrook-White 

 

D. Interlocal Agreement with Capital Metro regarding bus stop accessibility 

improvements - Briefing 

 Mr. Michael Curtis, Neighborhood Connectivity Division Manager with the Public 

 Works Department briefed the UTC on an Interlocal Agreement being negotiated with 

 Capital Metro to provide funding for the City to make accessibility improvements or 

 construct up to 400 bus stops through out several corridors. Capital Metro Board will meet 

 at the end of January to approve the agreement. No Action Taken. 

 

E. Appointment of members to the Joint Subcommittee of the UTC and Downtown 

Commission to work on Parking Issues per Council Resolution 20101118-050 – 

Discussion and Possible Action 

 Chair Lanier introduced the item and asked the UTC to select Commissioner MacKinnon to 

 serve as Chair in the Joint Subcommittee. After discussion about the Council Resolution 

 direction, proposed schedule of meetings, and other concerns, on Commissioner Holbrook-

 White, Commissioner Blocker second, on a 7/0 vote, the UTC nominated Commissioner 

 MacKinnon, Commissioner Schaubert, and Chair Lanier to participate in the Joint 

 Subcommittee of the UTC and Downtown Commission.  

  

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: None 
  

4. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Extended Parking Hours - Briefing 

 Mr. Derr, Assistant Director with the Austin Transportation Department, gave a summary of  

 the policy goals: Addressing the downtown parking shortage, resolving valet parking issues, 

 increasing revenues, and reducing the City’s carbon footprint. ATD will continue discussion 

 with UTC/DC subcommittee and other stakeholders to ensure a comprehensive 
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 recommendation to Council in February. Two citizens addressed the UTC, Mr. Thomas 

 Butler, with the Downtown Austin Alliance (DAA) and Mr. Jerral Luna, with the 360 Valet

 organization. No Action Taken.  

  

5. STAFF AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a) Bike and Ped Subcommittee - Sidewalk Resolution – Discussion and Possible Action 

Commissioner Schaubert reported that the Bike and Ped Subcommittee approved the 

Sidewalk Resolution at their last meeting and explained that since their last meeting they 

have had some minor changes to the language. Citizen Jennifer McPhail, addressed the 

UTC and talked about her concerns with the sidewalks situation in the City. After 

discussion and receiving input from staff members, Commissioner Holbrook-White made a 

motion to accept the Resolution that was being examined. The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Demling. After further discussion, Chair Lanier proposed an amendment to 

the motion to include specific language on the proposed Resolution (see Appendix A for 

full Resolution). The friendly amendment was accepted by Commissioner Holbrook-White. 

On a 7/0 vote, the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: None 
 

b) Bike and Ped Subcommittee – Bicycle Parking in downtown - Discussion 

 Commissioner Schaubert invited Ms. Beaudet, Project Manager with the Public Works 

 Department, to participate in the discussion. Ms. Beaudet provided a brief history of the 

 issue and explained the current process to place bicycle racks in downtown and other parts 

 of the City. No Action Taken. 

 

c) Staff Briefings – Staff will prepare the new Bylaws and other documents as required by the 

new changes approved by Council and will forward them to the members prior to the next 

UTC meeting. The Bylaws will be reviewed by the City Clerk prior to submittal for 

approval. Additionally Mr. Derr gave an update on the Transportation Bond and will 

provide quarterly updates of the status of the projects.  
 

d) Downtown Commission – Chair Lanier said the DC heard the Rainey Street issue and 

discussed options with staff and other stakeholders. 
 

e) CAMPO – None 
 

f) SCIP / East Riverside Corridor – Commissioner Lockler said the East Riverside Corridor 

met on December 8
th

 and a decision was made to postpone the public hearings to probably 

March/April. They will meet again on January 9, 2011.  
 

g) CSAC – None 
 

h) Commissioners Blocker thanked Leah Fillion, Public Information Specialist with the Austin 

Transportation Department for sending the UTC daily updates on Transportation related 

issues. He encouraged others to read the very informative pieces she sends.  
 

 



Page 4 of 6  

6. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

• Urban Rail Update –  

o National Environmental impact of Rail 

o Alternatives for Urban Rail 

• South Congress Improvements Updated 

• Extended Hours / Valet / Commercial Zones, etc. 

• Economic impact due to street closures in downtown 

• Residential Parking Program – Final recommendation 

• Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program (LATM) 

• 2010 Transportation Bond – Implementation of Projects   

• Special Events revision/changes to the Ordinance and Rules 

• Revision of the UTC Bylaws 

• Car2go update 
 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 Chair Lanier adjourned the meeting at 9:21 p.m. without objection 

  

 
  

 

    Approved Minutes ___________________________________ 

       Dustin Lanier –Chair 

       Urban Transportation Commission 
       

 

The City of Austin is committed to compliance with the American with Disabilities Act. Reasonable modifications and 

equal access to communications will be provided upon request.  Meeting locations are planned with wheelchair access.  

If requiring Sign Language Interpreters or alternative formats, please give notice at least 4 days before the meeting 

date.  Please call Gilda Powers at Transportation Department, at 974-7092, for additional information; TTY users route 

through Relay Texas at 711. 
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WHEREAS, walking and wheeling are the first steps to nearly every journey,  
 
WHEREAS, safe, accessible, multimodal travel alternatives, including walking, wheeling, and 
public transportation provide critical access to all Austin citizens, including persons with low-
income, children, persons with disabilities, transit users, and/or older adults to engage in the 
community,  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 5,500 ADA curb ramps are missing 
and/or in poor repair, therefore, rendering locations within the community inaccessible,  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 10.5 linear miles of sidewalk along the 
City of Austin’s urban roadways are missing, poorly-maintained, and, therefore, inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 33 linear miles of sidewalks along the 
City of Austin’s core transit corridors are additionally missing, poorly-maintained, and therefore, 
inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 3,450 linear miles of sidewalks in the 
City of Austin’s residential neighborhoods are missing, poorly-maintained, and therefore 
inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, even as these significant infrastructure gaps and barriers persist, the City of Austin 
seeks to encourage a growing number and frequency of trips made by walking, wheeling, rail, and 
public transportation in an effort to improve public health and to decrease air pollution;  
 
WHEREAS, US Federal Highway Administration studies have consistently demonstrated that 
sidewalks, better bus stop placement, and accessible infrastructure dramatically improves both the 
safety and mobility of those who walk, wheel, and use public transportation and/or rail;  
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE URBAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION THAT, 
THE CITY MANAGER BE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO: 
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City of Austin strategically 
deploy, to the extent possible, available pedestrian resources recently approved by the majority of 
the voters of the City of Austin through Proposition 1, which included $10.0 M for ADA compliant 
projects and $7.0 M for specific pedestrian projects and targeted sidewalk related investments, to 
facilitate the expeditious construction and improvement of the more than 43.5 linear miles of 
sidewalks along the City’s urban arterials and core transit corridors, otherwise inaccessible;  
 
Direct and ensure that the strategic completion of these targeted investments along and leading to 
urban arterials and core transit, tangibly support the use of Capital Metro’s current fixed-route and 
anticipated MetroRapid services; 
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City of Austin and the Capital 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority expeditiously complete an Interlocal Agreement that would 
allow for the strategic leveraging of those funds that the Authority has committed to support 
accessibility improvements and their expeditious completion;  
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City move forward 
expeditiously on an Interlocal Agreement with the Texas Department of Transportation that 
supports the planning, construction, and funding of safe, accessible pedestrian improvements to 
the City’s standards along the state’s rights of way that lie within Austin boundaries; and  
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Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City aggressively identify and 
further leverage strategically all national, state, regional, local, and private funds, including Safe 
Routes to Schools, Metropolitan Mobility funding, development fees, and other resources, that can 
be used to support strategic pedestrian investments in Austin’s residential neighborhoods outside 
the core and their accelerated pace of completion.   
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The Urban Transportation Commission convened in a regular meeting on 14 December 2010 at the 

Boards and Commissions Room located at 303 West 2
nd

 Street, Room 1101, Austin, Texas. 

 

Commission Members in Attendance:    
 Dustin Lanier –Chair 

 Sheila Holbrook-White – Vice Chair 

 Boone Blocker 

 Allen Demling  

 Dana Lockler 

 Richard MacKinnon 

 Eileen Schaubert 

  

Commission Members Absent: 

 Commissioner Lockler was off the dais for the first 15 minutes of the meeting 

   

Staff in Attendance: 

 Gordon Derr   Howard Lazarus  Keri Juarez 

 Leah Fillion    Michael Curtis   Annick Beaudet 

 Gilda Powers   Chris Muraida 

 

Chair Lanier called the Commission meeting to order at 6:07 p.m.   

 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes from the 11/08/2010 meeting were approved on Commissioner Holbrook-White 

motion, Commissioner Schaubert second, on a 6/0/1 vote, with Commissioner Lockler off the 

dais. 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: Lockler 
 

2. CITIZENS COMMUNICATION: GENERAL 

 Mr. Tom Wald spoke in favor of the MoPac Bike and Pedestrian corridor.   
 

3. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Bike-Share Program - Briefing 

 Ms. Annick Beaudet, Project Manager with the Public Works Department, introduced a new 

 project the City is contemplating to implement in the near future. More discussion and 

 follow up presentations are expected. No Action Taken.  

 

B. Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan Process - Briefing 

 Mr. Paul DiGiuseppe, Principal Planner with the Planning and Development Review 

 Department, gave an informative presentation about the Imagine Austin Comprehensive 



Page 2 of 6  

 Plan process. He explained they have made presentation to several Boards and 

 Commissions and will engage the community through working groups that will be formed 

 in January. He asked for a representative from the UTC to serve as the liaison to the 

 working group. No action taken. 

  

C. Real Estate Vacation Evaluation – Discussion and Possible Action 

 Ms. Chris Muraida, Supervisor Property Agent with the Office of Real Estate Office 

 introduced Ms. Amanda Morrow, who represents the applicant requesting the vacation of 

 the alley between East 8
th

 and East 9
th

 Streets and East of Red River and West of the 

 vacated right of way of Sabine Street (Adjacent to 801 Red River) to be used for the Stubb’s 

 expansion project. On Chair Lanier motion, Commissioner Blocker second, on a 6/0/1 vote, 

 with Commissioner Holbrook-White off the dais, the UTC recommended approval of the 

 vacation.  

 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: Holbrook-White 

 

D. Interlocal Agreement with Capital Metro regarding bus stop accessibility 

improvements - Briefing 

 Mr. Michael Curtis, Neighborhood Connectivity Division Manager with the Public 

 Works Department briefed the UTC on an Interlocal Agreement being negotiated with 

 Capital Metro to provide funding for the City to make accessibility improvements or 

 construct up to 400 bus stops through out several corridors. Capital Metro Board will meet 

 at the end of January to approve the agreement. No Action Taken. 

 

E. Appointment of members to the Joint Subcommittee of the UTC and Downtown 

Commission to work on Parking Issues per Council Resolution 20101118-050 – 

Discussion and Possible Action 

 Chair Lanier introduced the item and asked the UTC to select Commissioner MacKinnon to 

 serve as Chair in the Joint Subcommittee. After discussion about the Council Resolution 

 direction, proposed schedule of meetings, and other concerns, on Commissioner Holbrook-

 White, Commissioner Blocker second, on a 7/0 vote, the UTC nominated Commissioner 

 MacKinnon, Commissioner Schaubert, and Chair Lanier to participate in the Joint 

 Subcommittee of the UTC and Downtown Commission.  

  

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: None 
  

4. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Extended Parking Hours - Briefing 

 Mr. Derr, Assistant Director with the Austin Transportation Department, gave a summary of  

 the policy goals: Addressing the downtown parking shortage, resolving valet parking issues, 

 increasing revenues, and reducing the City’s carbon footprint. ATD will continue discussion 

 with UTC/DC subcommittee and other stakeholders to ensure a comprehensive 
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 recommendation to Council in February. Two citizens addressed the UTC, Mr. Thomas 

 Butler, with the Downtown Austin Alliance (DAA) and Mr. Jerral Luna, with the 360 Valet

 organization. No Action Taken.  

  

5. STAFF AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a) Bike and Ped Subcommittee - Sidewalk Resolution – Discussion and Possible Action 

Commissioner Schaubert reported that the Bike and Ped Subcommittee approved the 

Sidewalk Resolution at their last meeting and explained that since their last meeting they 

have had some minor changes to the language. Citizen Jennifer McPhail, addressed the 

UTC and talked about her concerns with the sidewalks situation in the City. After 

discussion and receiving input from staff members, Commissioner Holbrook-White made a 

motion to accept the Resolution that was being examined. The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Demling. After further discussion, Chair Lanier proposed an amendment to 

the motion to include specific language on the proposed Resolution (see Appendix A for 

full Resolution). The friendly amendment was accepted by Commissioner Holbrook-White. 

On a 7/0 vote, the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: None 
 

b) Bike and Ped Subcommittee – Bicycle Parking in downtown - Discussion 

 Commissioner Schaubert invited Ms. Beaudet, Project Manager with the Public Works 

 Department, to participate in the discussion. Ms. Beaudet provided a brief history of the 

 issue and explained the current process to place bicycle racks in downtown and other parts 

 of the City. No Action Taken. 

 

c) Staff Briefings – Staff will prepare the new Bylaws and other documents as required by the 

new changes approved by Council and will forward them to the members prior to the next 

UTC meeting. The Bylaws will be reviewed by the City Clerk prior to submittal for 

approval. Additionally Mr. Derr gave an update on the Transportation Bond and will 

provide quarterly updates of the status of the projects.  
 

d) Downtown Commission – Chair Lanier said the DC heard the Rainey Street issue and 

discussed options with staff and other stakeholders. 
 

e) CAMPO – None 
 

f) SCIP / East Riverside Corridor – Commissioner Lockler said the East Riverside Corridor 

met on December 8
th

 and a decision was made to postpone the public hearings to probably 

March/April. They will meet again on January 9, 2011.  
 

g) CSAC – None 
 

h) Commissioners Blocker thanked Leah Fillion, Public Information Specialist with the Austin 

Transportation Department for sending the UTC daily updates on Transportation related 

issues. He encouraged others to read the very informative pieces she sends.  
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6. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

• Urban Rail Update –  

o National Environmental impact of Rail 

o Alternatives for Urban Rail 

• South Congress Improvements Updated 

• Extended Hours / Valet / Commercial Zones, etc. 

• Economic impact due to street closures in downtown 

• Residential Parking Program – Final recommendation 

• Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program (LATM) 

• 2010 Transportation Bond – Implementation of Projects   

• Special Events revision/changes to the Ordinance and Rules 

• Revision of the UTC Bylaws 

• Car2go update 
 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 Chair Lanier adjourned the meeting at 9:21 p.m. without objection 
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WHEREAS, walking and wheeling are the first steps to nearly every journey,  
 
WHEREAS, safe, accessible, multimodal travel alternatives, including walking, wheeling, and 
public transportation provide critical access to all Austin citizens, including persons with low-
income, children, persons with disabilities, transit users, and/or older adults to engage in the 
community,  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 5,500 ADA curb ramps are missing 
and/or in poor repair, therefore, rendering locations within the community inaccessible,  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 10.5 linear miles of sidewalk along the 
City of Austin’s urban roadways are missing, poorly-maintained, and, therefore, inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 33 linear miles of sidewalks along the 
City of Austin’s core transit corridors are additionally missing, poorly-maintained, and therefore, 
inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 3,450 linear miles of sidewalks in the 
City of Austin’s residential neighborhoods are missing, poorly-maintained, and therefore 
inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, even as these significant infrastructure gaps and barriers persist, the City of Austin 
seeks to encourage a growing number and frequency of trips made by walking, wheeling, rail, and 
public transportation in an effort to improve public health and to decrease air pollution;  
 
WHEREAS, US Federal Highway Administration studies have consistently demonstrated that 
sidewalks, better bus stop placement, and accessible infrastructure dramatically improves both the 
safety and mobility of those who walk, wheel, and use public transportation and/or rail;  
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE URBAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION THAT, 
THE CITY MANAGER BE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO: 
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City of Austin strategically 
deploy, to the extent possible, available pedestrian resources recently approved by the majority of 
the voters of the City of Austin through Proposition 1, which included $10.0 M for ADA compliant 
projects and $7.0 M for specific pedestrian projects and targeted sidewalk related investments, to 
facilitate the expeditious construction and improvement of the more than 43.5 linear miles of 
sidewalks along the City’s urban arterials and core transit corridors, otherwise inaccessible;  
 
Direct and ensure that the strategic completion of these targeted investments along and leading to 
urban arterials and core transit, tangibly support the use of Capital Metro’s current fixed-route and 
anticipated MetroRapid services; 
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City of Austin and the Capital 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority expeditiously complete an Interlocal Agreement that would 
allow for the strategic leveraging of those funds that the Authority has committed to support 
accessibility improvements and their expeditious completion;  
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City move forward 
expeditiously on an Interlocal Agreement with the Texas Department of Transportation that 
supports the planning, construction, and funding of safe, accessible pedestrian improvements to 
the City’s standards along the state’s rights of way that lie within Austin boundaries; and  
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Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City aggressively identify and 
further leverage strategically all national, state, regional, local, and private funds, including Safe 
Routes to Schools, Metropolitan Mobility funding, development fees, and other resources, that can 
be used to support strategic pedestrian investments in Austin’s residential neighborhoods outside 
the core and their accelerated pace of completion.   

 



Page 1 of 6  

  
 

Urban Transportation Commission      Regular Meeting 

Meeting Minutes        14 December 2010 

 

The Urban Transportation Commission convened in a regular meeting on 14 December 2010 at the 

Boards and Commissions Room located at 303 West 2
nd

 Street, Room 1101, Austin, Texas. 

 

Commission Members in Attendance:    
 Dustin Lanier –Chair 

 Sheila Holbrook-White – Vice Chair 

 Boone Blocker 

 Allen Demling  

 Dana Lockler 

 Richard MacKinnon 

 Eileen Schaubert 

  

Commission Members Absent: 

 Commissioner Lockler was off the dais for the first 15 minutes of the meeting 

   

Staff in Attendance: 

 Gordon Derr   Howard Lazarus  Keri Juarez 

 Leah Fillion    Michael Curtis   Annick Beaudet 

 Gilda Powers   Chris Muraida 

 

Chair Lanier called the Commission meeting to order at 6:07 p.m.   

 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes from the 11/08/2010 meeting were approved on Commissioner Holbrook-White 

motion, Commissioner Schaubert second, on a 6/0/1 vote, with Commissioner Lockler off the 

dais. 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: Lockler 
 

2. CITIZENS COMMUNICATION: GENERAL 

 Mr. Tom Wald spoke in favor of the MoPac Bike and Pedestrian corridor.   
 

3. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Bike-Share Program - Briefing 

 Ms. Annick Beaudet, Project Manager with the Public Works Department, introduced a new 

 project the City is contemplating to implement in the near future. More discussion and 

 follow up presentations are expected. No Action Taken.  

 

B. Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan Process - Briefing 

 Mr. Paul DiGiuseppe, Principal Planner with the Planning and Development Review 

 Department, gave an informative presentation about the Imagine Austin Comprehensive 
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 Plan process. He explained they have made presentation to several Boards and 

 Commissions and will engage the community through working groups that will be formed 

 in January. He asked for a representative from the UTC to serve as the liaison to the 

 working group. No action taken. 

  

C. Real Estate Vacation Evaluation – Discussion and Possible Action 

 Ms. Chris Muraida, Supervisor Property Agent with the Office of Real Estate Office 

 introduced Ms. Amanda Morrow, who represents the applicant requesting the vacation of 

 the alley between East 8
th

 and East 9
th

 Streets and East of Red River and West of the 

 vacated right of way of Sabine Street (Adjacent to 801 Red River) to be used for the Stubb’s 

 expansion project. On Chair Lanier motion, Commissioner Blocker second, on a 6/0/1 vote, 

 with Commissioner Holbrook-White off the dais, the UTC recommended approval of the 

 vacation.  

 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: Holbrook-White 

 

D. Interlocal Agreement with Capital Metro regarding bus stop accessibility 

improvements - Briefing 

 Mr. Michael Curtis, Neighborhood Connectivity Division Manager with the Public 

 Works Department briefed the UTC on an Interlocal Agreement being negotiated with 

 Capital Metro to provide funding for the City to make accessibility improvements or 

 construct up to 400 bus stops through out several corridors. Capital Metro Board will meet 

 at the end of January to approve the agreement. No Action Taken. 

 

E. Appointment of members to the Joint Subcommittee of the UTC and Downtown 

Commission to work on Parking Issues per Council Resolution 20101118-050 – 

Discussion and Possible Action 

 Chair Lanier introduced the item and asked the UTC to select Commissioner MacKinnon to 

 serve as Chair in the Joint Subcommittee. After discussion about the Council Resolution 

 direction, proposed schedule of meetings, and other concerns, on Commissioner Holbrook-

 White, Commissioner Blocker second, on a 7/0 vote, the UTC nominated Commissioner 

 MacKinnon, Commissioner Schaubert, and Chair Lanier to participate in the Joint 

 Subcommittee of the UTC and Downtown Commission.  

  

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: None 
  

4. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Extended Parking Hours - Briefing 

 Mr. Derr, Assistant Director with the Austin Transportation Department, gave a summary of  

 the policy goals: Addressing the downtown parking shortage, resolving valet parking issues, 

 increasing revenues, and reducing the City’s carbon footprint. ATD will continue discussion 

 with UTC/DC subcommittee and other stakeholders to ensure a comprehensive 
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 recommendation to Council in February. Two citizens addressed the UTC, Mr. Thomas 

 Butler, with the Downtown Austin Alliance (DAA) and Mr. Jerral Luna, with the 360 Valet

 organization. No Action Taken.  

  

5. STAFF AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a) Bike and Ped Subcommittee - Sidewalk Resolution – Discussion and Possible Action 

Commissioner Schaubert reported that the Bike and Ped Subcommittee approved the 

Sidewalk Resolution at their last meeting and explained that since their last meeting they 

have had some minor changes to the language. Citizen Jennifer McPhail, addressed the 

UTC and talked about her concerns with the sidewalks situation in the City. After 

discussion and receiving input from staff members, Commissioner Holbrook-White made a 

motion to accept the Resolution that was being examined. The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Demling. After further discussion, Chair Lanier proposed an amendment to 

the motion to include specific language on the proposed Resolution (see Appendix A for 

full Resolution). The friendly amendment was accepted by Commissioner Holbrook-White. 

On a 7/0 vote, the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Lanier, Blocker, Demling, Holbrook-White, Lockler, MacKinnon, Schaubert 

 Nays: None 

 Abstain: None 

 Absent: None 
 

b) Bike and Ped Subcommittee – Bicycle Parking in downtown - Discussion 

 Commissioner Schaubert invited Ms. Beaudet, Project Manager with the Public Works 

 Department, to participate in the discussion. Ms. Beaudet provided a brief history of the 

 issue and explained the current process to place bicycle racks in downtown and other parts 

 of the City. No Action Taken. 

 

c) Staff Briefings – Staff will prepare the new Bylaws and other documents as required by the 

new changes approved by Council and will forward them to the members prior to the next 

UTC meeting. The Bylaws will be reviewed by the City Clerk prior to submittal for 

approval. Additionally Mr. Derr gave an update on the Transportation Bond and will 

provide quarterly updates of the status of the projects.  
 

d) Downtown Commission – Chair Lanier said the DC heard the Rainey Street issue and 

discussed options with staff and other stakeholders. 
 

e) CAMPO – None 
 

f) SCIP / East Riverside Corridor – Commissioner Lockler said the East Riverside Corridor 

met on December 8
th

 and a decision was made to postpone the public hearings to probably 

March/April. They will meet again on January 9, 2011.  
 

g) CSAC – None 
 

h) Commissioners Blocker thanked Leah Fillion, Public Information Specialist with the Austin 

Transportation Department for sending the UTC daily updates on Transportation related 

issues. He encouraged others to read the very informative pieces she sends.  
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6. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

• Urban Rail Update –  

o National Environmental impact of Rail 

o Alternatives for Urban Rail 

• South Congress Improvements Updated 

• Extended Hours / Valet / Commercial Zones, etc. 

• Economic impact due to street closures in downtown 

• Residential Parking Program – Final recommendation 

• Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program (LATM) 

• 2010 Transportation Bond – Implementation of Projects   

• Special Events revision/changes to the Ordinance and Rules 

• Revision of the UTC Bylaws 

• Car2go update 
 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 Chair Lanier adjourned the meeting at 9:21 p.m. without objection 

  

 
  

 

    Approved Minutes ___________________________________ 

       Dustin Lanier –Chair 

       Urban Transportation Commission 
       

 

The City of Austin is committed to compliance with the American with Disabilities Act. Reasonable modifications and 

equal access to communications will be provided upon request.  Meeting locations are planned with wheelchair access.  

If requiring Sign Language Interpreters or alternative formats, please give notice at least 4 days before the meeting 

date.  Please call Gilda Powers at Transportation Department, at 974-7092, for additional information; TTY users route 

through Relay Texas at 711. 
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WHEREAS, walking and wheeling are the first steps to nearly every journey,  
 
WHEREAS, safe, accessible, multimodal travel alternatives, including walking, wheeling, and 
public transportation provide critical access to all Austin citizens, including persons with low-
income, children, persons with disabilities, transit users, and/or older adults to engage in the 
community,  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 5,500 ADA curb ramps are missing 
and/or in poor repair, therefore, rendering locations within the community inaccessible,  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 10.5 linear miles of sidewalk along the 
City of Austin’s urban roadways are missing, poorly-maintained, and, therefore, inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 33 linear miles of sidewalks along the 
City of Austin’s core transit corridors are additionally missing, poorly-maintained, and therefore, 
inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Master Plan identified more than 3,450 linear miles of sidewalks in the 
City of Austin’s residential neighborhoods are missing, poorly-maintained, and therefore 
inaccessible;  
 
WHEREAS, even as these significant infrastructure gaps and barriers persist, the City of Austin 
seeks to encourage a growing number and frequency of trips made by walking, wheeling, rail, and 
public transportation in an effort to improve public health and to decrease air pollution;  
 
WHEREAS, US Federal Highway Administration studies have consistently demonstrated that 
sidewalks, better bus stop placement, and accessible infrastructure dramatically improves both the 
safety and mobility of those who walk, wheel, and use public transportation and/or rail;  
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE URBAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION THAT, 
THE CITY MANAGER BE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO: 
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City of Austin strategically 
deploy, to the extent possible, available pedestrian resources recently approved by the majority of 
the voters of the City of Austin through Proposition 1, which included $10.0 M for ADA compliant 
projects and $7.0 M for specific pedestrian projects and targeted sidewalk related investments, to 
facilitate the expeditious construction and improvement of the more than 43.5 linear miles of 
sidewalks along the City’s urban arterials and core transit corridors, otherwise inaccessible;  
 
Direct and ensure that the strategic completion of these targeted investments along and leading to 
urban arterials and core transit, tangibly support the use of Capital Metro’s current fixed-route and 
anticipated MetroRapid services; 
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City of Austin and the Capital 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority expeditiously complete an Interlocal Agreement that would 
allow for the strategic leveraging of those funds that the Authority has committed to support 
accessibility improvements and their expeditious completion;  
 
Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City move forward 
expeditiously on an Interlocal Agreement with the Texas Department of Transportation that 
supports the planning, construction, and funding of safe, accessible pedestrian improvements to 
the City’s standards along the state’s rights of way that lie within Austin boundaries; and  
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Direct and ensure that the appropriate departments and staff of the City aggressively identify and 
further leverage strategically all national, state, regional, local, and private funds, including Safe 
Routes to Schools, Metropolitan Mobility funding, development fees, and other resources, that can 
be used to support strategic pedestrian investments in Austin’s residential neighborhoods outside 
the core and their accelerated pace of completion.   

 




