
Central Austin
Mobility Needs

• Automobile access to
the central city is
gridlocked at key
intersections at peak
travel hours

• Space to add mare
roadway capacity at key
intersections limited
without affecting
neighborhoods and
surrounding land uses
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Austin Strategic Mobility Plan
Urban Rail Siwiles

Strategic Mobility Plan
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• Oct09 Council funds Strategic
Mobility Plan— Directs stall In generate lieu 2010

bond proposal
• reads, peessltian, trail, bicycle
• approseti by soles

— Directs staff to study Urban Rail as part ol
integrated t’ansporlcbon program

• Milestones Achieved:
— Mopac @ Us 71 IC under constuctlon
— IH 35 US 7t IC urder consfrucson
— 100% change Out of anspuated parking

meter system completed
— $90 Mtllien Transportason aond passed

by votensiNee 2010)
• 5’SIedallSOslD
• CakFlY ‘i&issup’tse.els
• lHosCerslo’Fwamie
• S.da. & arerop pen ls

Delivering
An integrated mobility
nelwor* for all of Austin:
providing safe. elffoieot and
diverse choices for people to
travel

Mat 2011 ./

Austinites
Identify Mobility
Gaps

Informed by:
— Citizen comments,
— Public agencies &

regional psrlrers,
— City Staff
— Psittng oily plans

Over 3000 gaps
identified:

— Roads and briet
- Bicfllad.t,es

— S dewaiss
— ra’siolEiaes
— Access ID key

empicyinmlt Ceeltros
— TransI rnrelectv:ty
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• Central Austin
Mobility Needs

• Expected growth of
1M to region in 25
years

r “Austin area
population

Central Austin
Mobility Needs

increases by
• Downtown can

absorb more dense
development
(25-30,000 workers)
but lacks
infrastructure to get
them through
constraints

centersConnect activity
like UT. Capital
Complex, CBD,
entertainment districts to
Airport, other centersnearly half

million, 2010
census data
show”

Feb.17, Doll
Atsalan Amenican’SlaIe,enan

Need connecUons
between transit systems.
ie. Red Line, Bus Rapid,
LoneStar Rail
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Project Purpose

Improve mobility in Central City
Provide backbone for economic redevelopment
— Central Austin produces obs and lax revenue that

benefit enre cfty

Support existing planning initiatives
— Oowrtoen AustIn Plan
— WaIler Creek Master Plan
— State Capitol Complex Expansion
— Seaholm & Green Water Oistrict Master Plan
— East Riverside Plan
— Mueller Redevelopment Plan
— Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan

Project Purpose

• Preserve the character of our inner City
neighborhoods

• Encourage commuters to use transit,
provide connectivity

• Link transportation and land use strategies
by connecting activity centers” in the city

• Reduce greenhouse gas and C02
emissions

• Meet current and future mobility needs
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Why Study Urban Rail?

• Long community history of studies that
support rail as preferred travel mode

• Rails permanent infrastructure attracts
and sustains development

• Land use strategies, desire to densify
specific corridors dependent on very high
person moving capacity

Why Study Urban Rail?

Greater people carrying capacity

)
Single Occupancy Vehicles Typical LRT Streetcar

What is Urban Rail?
• Mixes with auto traffic or on

dedicated right-of-way
• Similar to Light Rail and

modern streetcar
• Typically overhead-electric

powered vehicle
• Generally has two sets of

tracks, one in each direction
• Operates at comparable traffic

soeeds based on:
— S gral cla’a:ie’sI cs
- hkx’te- of stos locsla,a
— Corditior 0’ gi-ct-way

• Part of a regionat rail network
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Adopted Regional Rail Network

• MetroRail
— Red Line to Leattdtr
— Gruen Lite to

Manonlstgin
— ceorgetews Spits

• Lone Star Rail
- Georgetowt
— stud.
- Set Marcus
- NewbrnuoMla
- Stn Mtonio

Summary of Urban Rail Studies
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• Urban Rail
- Mutt.,
- us
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Contrti Austin Transit Study
PonFD,onJIy,s 2050
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NEPA Environmental Studies
Federal Transit Administration NEPA
examines impacts:

• Land use
• Socioeconomic
• Visual resources
• Water resources
• Biological resources

Cultural resources
- Air resources

• E’,-u-rc.-vo-silaJ ysttce
• Itse eta ‘Itratlon

G&ga: resources
• Hazasous materals

Ccctd retici -°4ti Req oial
Partners

NEPA Public Involvement

The Environmentai
Study process asks
citizens and agencies

— AussnUrtanRail.com

to comment about the
Urban Rail proposal
and/or alternatives
that should be studied.

Upcoming NEPA Public Involvement

Public Involvement:
2 FTA Public Scoping Meetings (April 4 and 6)

— Numerous additional city outreach meetings
— Wntten comments due 30 days after meetings
— Briefings to Elected Officials & Organizations
— Newsletters. Ema:ls
— Webster wwwAustjnurbpnRail.com

Newsletters. P,sseitaEnss. 0ocjren:s

Fall 2011 Community Meetings

The NEPA EIS Process
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More Information...

Web sites:

www.austinstrategicmobility.com

www.AustinUrbanRail.com
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