AGENDA ITEM 6C

Lady Bird Lake
Arundo donax (Giant Cane)
Control

A cooperative effort
Watershed Protection
Parks and Recreation

2011

NOTE  This presentation will be expanded for the
August 17. 2011 Environmental Board meeting

Problems with giant cane

Invasive perennial grass

Grows 20 ft tall along rivers and lakes
Dense “monoculture’- no other plants grow
Displaces native plants

Spreads easily by root-like rhizomes and small
fragments '

Provides little public benefit orwildlife.habitat _
Can be hiding place for trarjigats and trash &« 4
Increases fire danger RN Y
Uses 3 X as much water a




What's it like on Lady Bird Lake?

» ~ 3.4 acres

- Spread along entire 5 mile shoreline

« ~ 7900 linear feet

- Size range- single plant to 150 ft long patch

Pure stand by Longhorn Dam

Grows between hike and bike trail and lake
edge, typically on fairlyiSteepsslopes

T it W LA

Lady Bird Arundo Removal Areas

77 NN 4
Red dots indicate Arundo targeted for
=

E removal by COA, yellow dots are targeted
“ by other efforts or on UT property




What’'s been done so far?

* PARD mows some upland areas and
gentle slopes

* Volunteers cut some at Redbud park
* Plants always re-grow within weeks

Mechanical removal not feasible due to
deep dense roots

What is proposed now?
Lady Bird Riparian Restoration

* WPD has CIP funding for restoration using native
plants, but first, invasives need to be removed.

* First step- Arundo (giant cane) control using IPM
plan (being developed with experts on national and
state level):

— Cut plants to decrease biomass
— Apply herbicide 4-6 weeks later, on 3-4 ft tall plants
* maximum control with minimai public exposure and herbicide use
— Herbicides: Imazamox and possibly Glyphosate
— Both labeled by EPA for safe use in/near water
— Imazamox
* very favorable environmental profile
* No impact to trees

* only herbicide on mkt w/ EPA tolerance exemption = no adverse
effects shown. regardless of exposure route
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