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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

AUGUST 22, 2011 
APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

C14H-1986-0008 
Scarbrough Building 
522 Congress Avenue 

PROPOSAL 

A comprehensive sign package consisting of 8 signs for Brooks Brothers, going into the 
ground floor of the Scarbrough Building. 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The applicant proposes the installation of the following signs: 

1. Awnings:  The applicant proposes the installation of three retractable awnings on 
the 6th Street side of the building and three retractable awnings on the Congress Avenue 
side of the building.  Each awning will be constructed of navy blue sunbrella fabric on an 
aluminum frame.  Each awning will have signage for Brooks Brothers in the company’s logo 
script, and will measure 33.5 inches wide by 7 inches tall, for a total of 1.63 square feet. 

NOTE:  The Committee recommended against the awnings; at the time of writing the staff 
report, staff has not yet received the revised application. 

2. Door signs:  The applicant proposes a metal sign above the set of 4 doors on both 
Congress Avenue and 6th Street.  Each sign will read “Brooks Brothers” and will be 11 feet 
wide by 8 inches tall for a total of 7.3 square feet.  Lighting will be backlit behind the 
letters. 

3. Window signs:  The applicant proposes to install vinyl letters in each store window, 
reading “Brooks Brothers” with the company logo above.  Each set of window signs consists 
of the letters for Brooks Brothers, measuring 1.63 square feet and the company logo, 
measuring .26 square feet, or 37.4 square inches.  The total area of the window signs 
(letters and logo) is 1.89 square feet.  The letters will adhere to the window glass and be 
located in the bottom portion of each store window.  Colors are shiny brass and black. 

4. Blade signs:  The applicant proposes to reface the existing blade signs on Congress 
Avenue and 6th Street with the name and logo of Brooks Brothers.  The blade signs are part 
of the comprehensive sign program approved by the Commission for this building. 

NOTE:  The Committee recommended that instead of the awnings, an additional blade sign 
on the 6th Street elevation of the building would be more appropriate. 

5. Plaque: The applicant proposes the installation of a plaque on each of the 
corner posts of the building, reading “Brooks Brothers”  Established 1818”.  Each cast metal 
plaque will be 1,17 square feet. 

NOTE:  The applicant has dropped the request for the cast plaques. 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The Commission’s Standards for Review of applications for signs include: 
 

C. WINDOW SIGNS 
LOCATION 
 A window sign may be painted on or hung just inside a window. 

 
 SIZE 

 The maximum area of a window sign may not exceed 20% of the window or 8 
square feet, whichever is the lesser amount. 
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D. AWNING SIGNS 
An awning sign may be woven, sewn, or painted onto the fabric of an awning.  A panel 
sign painted or mounted on the edge of a rigid canopy also shall be considered an 
awning sign. 

 
 SIZE 

 The maximum area of an awning sign may not exceed 20% of the awning panel, 
or 8 square feet, whichever is the lesser amount. 

 
 
 Develop a master sign plan for the entire building front and coordinate signage for 

different businesses within the same building. 
 
 Locate a sign on a building to emphasize design elements of the façade.  In no case 

should a sign obscure architectural details or features. 
 
 Mount signs to fit within existing architectural features.  Signs should help reinforce the 

horizontal lines of moldings and transoms seen along the street. 
 
 The total area of all sign faces on a façade module may not exceed 20 square feet. 
 
Awning signs:  The applicant proposes 1.63 square feet of signage on each of the 6  awnings.  
The Commission’s sign guidelines authorize a maximum of 8 square feet per awning sign.  
The 6 proposed awning signs would total 9.78 square feet of signage on the awnings. 
 
Window signs:  The applicant proposes  1.89 square feet of signage in 8 windows on the 
Congress Avenue façade and in 4 windows on the 6th Street façade, for a total of 22.68 
square feet.  The Commission’s guidelines authorize a maximum of 8 square feet per 
window sign.  The applicant proposes 22.68 square feet of window signage; the total 
authorized by the guidelines is 96 square feet for all 12 windows. 
 
Blade signs: The applicant proposes to re-face the existing blade signs with its own logo.  
The blade signs are part of a master plan for signage on the building. 
 
Plaque signs: The applicant proposes two plaques for the corner posts of the building, each 
will be 1.17 square feet, for a total of 2.34 square feet. 
 
Total number of signs and square footage:  The applicant proposes 3 awning signs, 8 
windows signs, 1 blade sign and 1 plaque on the Congress Avenue façade of the building, for 
a total of 13 signs.  The applicant proposes 3 awning signs, 4 window signs, 1 blade sign, 
and 1 plaque on the 6th Street façade of the building, for a total of 9 signs.  The total square 
footage on the Congress Avenue façade will be 21.18 square feet, not including the re-faced 
blade sign.  The total square footage on the 6th Street façade will be 8.73 square feet, not 
including the re-faced blade sign.  The Commission’s sign guidelines call for a maximum of 
20 square feet per façade module and limiting the number of signs to 1 per façade module. 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

The applicant presented the sign package to the Committee on August 8, 2011.  The 
Committee recommended against all awnings, as they will obscure the Art Deco metal 
panels at the windows and are not appropriate to the Art Deco style of the ground floor of 
the building.  The Committee recommended an additional blade sign in the style already 
established for the building on the 6th Street elevation instead of the awnings.  The 
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Committee recommended against the plaques, and were fine with the blade signs, window 
signs, and door signs. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff supports the Committee’s recommendations. 

The number of signs proposed appears to exceed the Commission’s guidelines, but follow 
the spirit of the guidelines in providing store identification through window signs, which do 
not become a permanent (or even semi-permanent) feature of the building.  The size, 
lighting, and placement of each sign is appropriate, and traditional for a retail store in a 
large downtown space and building. 
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