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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEETZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEETZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEETZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET    
 
CASE NUMBERCASE NUMBERCASE NUMBERCASE NUMBER:::: C14H-2011-0003 HLC DATEHLC DATEHLC DATEHLC DATE:  September 26, 2011 
    PC DPC DPC DPC DATEATEATEATE::::         
     
APPLICANTAPPLICANTAPPLICANTAPPLICANTSSSS::::  Blinda McClelland and Howard, Liljestrand, owners 
 
HISTORIC NAMEHISTORIC NAMEHISTORIC NAMEHISTORIC NAME::::  Crutchfield House  Crutchfield House  Crutchfield House  Crutchfield House 
 
WATERSHEDWATERSHEDWATERSHEDWATERSHED::::  Waller Creek 
    
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGEHANGEHANGEHANGE:  4001 Avenue G 
 
ZONING FROMZONING FROMZONING FROMZONING FROM::::  SF-3-HD-NCCD to SF-3-H-HD-NCCD 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATIONSUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATIONSUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATIONSUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION::::  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from family residence, historic area, neighborhood conservation (SF-3-HD-NCCD) 
combining district to family residence – Historic Landmark – historic area, neighborhood 
conservation  (SF-3-H-HD-NCCD) combining district zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATIONQUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATIONQUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATIONQUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION::::    
The house is a good example of a restrained Queen Anne house, typical of the houses 
planned for the Hyde Park neighborhood in the early years of its development, and before 
the larger lots were subdivided into small lots for the bungalows which came later.  The 
house represents the early phase of development in Hyde Park, and is associated with 
Cicero Crutchfield, who was instrumental in promoting the city manager form of 
government to Texas municipalities. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTIONHISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTIONHISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTIONHISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION::::         
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONPLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONPLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONPLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTSDEPARTMENT COMMENTSDEPARTMENT COMMENTSDEPARTMENT COMMENTS: : : :     The house is listed as a Priority 2 for research in the 
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 

CITY COUNCIL DATECITY COUNCIL DATECITY COUNCIL DATECITY COUNCIL DATE: : : :     ACTIONACTIONACTIONACTION:::: 
    
ORDINANCE READINGSORDINANCE READINGSORDINANCE READINGSORDINANCE READINGS:::: 1ST  2ND 3RD          ORDINANCE NUMBERORDINANCE NUMBERORDINANCE NUMBERORDINANCE NUMBER::::    
    
CASE MANAGERCASE MANAGERCASE MANAGERCASE MANAGER::::  Steve Sadowsky     PHONEPHONEPHONEPHONE::::  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATIONNEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATIONNEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATIONNEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION::::  Hyde Park Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIBASIBASIBASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:S FOR RECOMMENDATION:S FOR RECOMMENDATION:S FOR RECOMMENDATION:    
 

Architecture:Architecture:Architecture:Architecture:        
Two-story irregular-plan cross-gabled frame Queen Anne-style house with 1:1 and Queen 
Anne-style windows, varied shingling in the tympanum of each gable, a partial-width, flat-
roofed wraparound porch around the west and south sides of the house with a railing above; 
a Palladian-style window in the tympanum of the west gable, and a standing-seam metal 
roof. 

Historical AssociationsHistorical AssociationsHistorical AssociationsHistorical Associations: 
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Alfred Bassett Clarkson, a book-keeper who worked for the Driskill Hotel at the time he 
bought this land from the Missouri, Kansas, and Texas Land Company in 1904, is believed 
to have built this house by 1905.  Census reports show that Alfred B. Clarkson was the son 
of Matthew Clarkson, an English carpenter, and Alice Clarkson, his Texas-born wife.  
Alfred Clarkson had been born in England in 1878, and arrived with his parents in Austin 
in 1879; the 1880 U.S. Census shows the family living in Austin at an un-numbered house 
and street in an outlot.  The 1900 U.S. Census shows the family living at 814 E. 12th Street 
in Austin.  Matthew Clarkson is again listed as a carpenter; Alfred is listed as a 22-year old 
collector, which comports with city directory listings for the period showing him as a 
collector for the Austin National Bank.  The 1910 U.S. Census shows Alfred Clarkson as a 
married man, his wife’s name was Claribel, and they had a 5-year old daughter named 
Helen.  Clarkson is listed as a book-keeper for a cotton gin.  There is no census report 
showing Clarkson in Texas after 1910, although his 1918 World War I draft registration 
card shows him at this address, and as a real estate man with an office in the Littlefield 
Building. 
 
After working as a book-keeper at the Driskill at the time he bought this property, 
Clarkson went on to work as a book-keeper for the Houston and Texas Central Railroad, 
and later for W.T. Caswell, a prominent Austin cotton merchant, comporting to the 
information Clarkson provided on his draft registration card in 1918.  Around 1911, 
Clarkson moved to a house at 100 W. 31st Street, and rented this house out; he moved back 
to this house around 1917, when he was engaged in the real estate business.  He appears to 
have left Austin by 1920 and does not appear in the 1920 U.S. Census for Austin nor the 
1922 Austin city directory.  He continued to own his house and rent it out until 1933, when 
his daughter Helen sold the property.  After two intervening owners, neither of whom 
appear to have lived in the house, the property was purchased by Cicero C. and Melba 
Crutchfield, who moved here from 4002 Avenue D in 1946. 
 

 
Alfred Bassett Clarkson’s World War I draft registration card 
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Cicero C. Crutchfield was born in Lufkin and earned his teacher’s certificate from the 
University of Texas in 1921.  He moved to Harlingen, where he taught high school math 
and science, then went to Tyler Commercial College, where he learned book-keeping, 
business administration, and cotton classing.  He worked as an accountant for the San 
Antonio Drug Company in the mid-1920s, then was appointed the city clerk of Yoakum in 
1925.  He became the city manager of Yoakum, and married Melba Cannan of Yoakum in 
1926.  In 1936, he moved to Austin to take a temporary job with E.E. McAdams at the 
fledgling League of Texas Municipalities, which later became the Texas Municipal League.  
His family moved to Austin in 1937, and rented the house at 4002 Avenue D, where they 
lived until around 1943.  They rented this house thereafter, and purchased the property in 
1946. 
 
Crutchfield was instrumental in promoting the city manager form of government to Texas 
cities in his duties as the field consultant for the league of Texas Municipalities.  He and 
McAdams traveled the state, working with municipal officials to adopt a home rule charter 
and the city manager form of government, as well as helping municipal leaders to obtain 
PWA and WPA projects for their communities.  When he retired in 1963, the number of 
member cities in the League had jumped from just over 100 to over 600.  He had a strong 
influence in developing the city manager form of government in Texas, working with the 
leaders of both small and large cities.  His legacy in promoting professionalism in municipal 
government remains to this day. 
 
Cicero Crutchfield died in 1984; Melba Crutchfield died in 1994.  The Crutchfields lived in 
this house from 1943 to 1994.  The family sold the house in 1995 to its current owners, 
Howard Liljestrand and Blinda McClelland. 
 
PARCEL NOPARCEL NOPARCEL NOPARCEL NO.:  02180603010000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTIONLEGAL DESCRIPTIONLEGAL DESCRIPTIONLEGAL DESCRIPTION:   Lots 14-16, Block 30, Hyde Park Addition 
     
ESTIMATED ESTIMATED ESTIMATED ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENTANNUAL TAX ABATEMENTANNUAL TAX ABATEMENTANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: : : : $9,639 (owner-occupied, with all taxing 
entities participating); city portion: $2,000 (capped). 
    
APPRAISED VALUEAPPRAISED VALUEAPPRAISED VALUEAPPRAISED VALUE::::  $802,383 
    
PRESENT USEPRESENT USEPRESENT USEPRESENT USE::::  Residence 
    
CONDITIONCONDITIONCONDITIONCONDITION::::  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNERPRESENT OWNERPRESENT OWNERPRESENT OWNERS:S:S:S:        Howard Liljestrand and Blinda McClelland 
 
DATE BUILTDATE BUILTDATE BUILTDATE BUILT::::  ca. 1905 
    
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONSALTERATIONS/ADDITIONSALTERATIONS/ADDITIONSALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS::::  In 2001, the applicants constructed a rear addition, which 
matches the existing house in terms of materials, design, and trim, and enclosed a sleeping 
porch on the second story of the house.  In that same project, the applicants installed the 
current standing-seam metal roof and reconstructed the front porch, based upon historic 
photographs.  The modifications to the house were designed by Karen McGraw, a Hyde 
Park architect, and were approved by the Historic Landmark Commission in June, 2001. 
    
ORIGINAL OWNER(S)ORIGINAL OWNER(S)ORIGINAL OWNER(S)ORIGINAL OWNER(S)::::  Alfred B. and Claribel Clarkson (1904) 
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OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONSOTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONSOTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONSOTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   :   :   :   Contributing to the Hyde Park National 
Register and the Hyde Park Local Historic Districts. 
LLLLOCATION OCATION OCATION OCATION MMMMAPAPAPAP    
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Crutchfield House 
4001 Avenue G 

 

 
View of the rear of the house, showing the 2001 additions. 
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Obituary of C.C. Crutchfield 

Austin American-Statesman, March 9, 1984 
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Plans for the 2001 additions and modifications follow: 
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