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PPPPROPOSALROPOSALROPOSALROPOSAL    

Demolish existing second story and roof, construct new second story, and add a second story 

over existing one story garage on c. 1962 house. 

 

PPPPROJECT ROJECT ROJECT ROJECT SSSSPECIFICATIONSPECIFICATIONSPECIFICATIONSPECIFICATIONS    

The existing residence built in 1962 is an approximately 2,500 sf, two-story wood frame 

house with blond brick veneer on the first level and a mansard roof second level. There is 

an attached one story, flat-roofed, rear-loaded garage on the south side of the house. The 

double-door entrance is set in the middle of the front façade. There are two 3:6 symmetrical 

windows on either side of the entrance as well as two 3:6 windows on the garage façade. 

Two 3:4 dormer windows are located on the front slope of the mansard roof. Similar 

dormers are located other elevations as well. 

 

The applicant proposes to remove the mansard roof second story and construct a new 

second story with a side gabled roof. A new second story is also proposed over the existing 

one story garage, which will have a projecting balcony on the south elevation. The first floor 

brick veneer and windows will remain, but the entrance will be changed to a single, multi-

lite door with side lites. A shed roof supported by 6x6 posts is proposed over the front door. 

 

The new second story walls are to be covered with Hardie Plank siding, and will have 

multiple, 3:4 windows. The roof will be covered in standing seam metal roofing and have 

bracketed eaves. A second-story wood deck is proposed on the rear. 

 

SSSSTAFF TAFF TAFF TAFF CCCCOMMENTSOMMENTSOMMENTSOMMENTS    

The house is listed as a non-contributing structure in the Old West Austin National 

Register Historic District. The National Register Historic District has no design guidelines.   

The Old West Austin National Register Historic District has no design guidelines for new 

construction. Design guidelines in other historic districts address size, scale, massing, 

fenestration patterns, and materials. Applicable general design review guidelines state: 

 

• The distinguishing original qualities or character of a property and its environment 

shall not be destroyed.  Removal or alteration of any historic material or distinctive 

architectural features should be avoided. 

 

• Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship, which characterize a 

property, shall be treated with sensitivity. 

 

•  Contemporary designs for alterations and additions to existing properties are 

appropriate when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historic, 
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architectural, or cultural material and are compatible with the size, scale, color, material, 

and character of the property, neighborhood, or environment. 

 

The project as proposed meets the general design guidelines for new construction in the 

district, and is of appropriate size and scale. 

 

Although the house is nearly 50 years old, Staff does not believe that the house has 

sufficient significance to meet two of the criteria for designation as a historic landmark. 

 

SSSSTAFF TAFF TAFF TAFF RRRRECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATION    

Staff recommends approving the project as proposed with the requirement that a City of 

Austin Documentation Package be submitted to the Historic Preservation Office. 
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PPPPHOTOSHOTOSHOTOSHOTOS    

 
1506 Rainbow Bend – Front Elevation 

 

 
1506 Rainbow Bend – Front Elevation with garage 
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1506 Rainbow Bend
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 

1506 Rainbow Bend 

c. 1962 
 

City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October2011 
 
1990 Ladner Nay [sic] 
 
1985-86 Ladner M. Nau, owner 
 
1980 Ladner M. and Katherine M. Nau, owners 
  Retired 
 
1975 Ladner M. and Katherine M. Nau, owners 
  Nau Pharmacy 
 
1970 Ladner M. and Katherine M. Nau, owners 

Nau Pharmacy 
 

1967 H. Hayden 
  Note: Ladner Nau listed as living at 2402 Indian Trail 
 
1965 Howard J. & Beverly A. Hayden, owner 
  Partner in Allen & Heidt, Inc. (asphalt paving) 
 
1963 Howard J. & Beverly A. Hayden, owner 

Accountant, Capitol Bank Building 
 
1962 No listing for address  
 
NOTE:  City water service permits (see below) show that the house was built in 1962. 
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Permit for Water Service, 1506 Rainbow Bend, 5/4/1962 
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