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Qctober 10, 2011

To City of Austin,

i own/live at the property at 607 Oakland Ave, which is adjacent to 608 Oakland Avenue, the multi-
family property, owned by lohn Barkiey. | have been a neighbor to Mr. Barkley for as long time. j am
writing this statement to inform you that | am familiar with the two rental structures on the property. |
know that the rear structure serves as an affordabie efficiency studio and | appreciate that Austin has
affordable housing options for renters wanting to live and work in the downtown areas. in addition, his
property is similar to many other properties in our unique character Clarksville neighborhood.

| have no issues with the existing non conforming structures continuing there as they have been for
decades, prior to City of Austin ever changing ordinances, and | further offer my support to Mr. Barkley's
efforts to request the City of Austin ailow him to continue his rental business to offer affordable housing
options and for studio space to citizens of Austin. 1 also applaud Mr. Barkley's efforts to work with City
to bring the multi-family property into near comphiance while allowing the rental units to continue. ¥'ve
been witnessing his renovations and improvements over past few months while working with City
Planners and Inspectors to address all their code regulation concerns 1o improve the living conditions of
the front structure.

tn summary, | fully support the existing rental units at 609 Oakland Avenue and | am requesting the City
of Austin Board of Adjustments grant Mr. Barkley’s variances so he may continue to offer affordable
housing options so desperately needed in Austin and especiaily the downtown area.

Sincerely,

Clarksvil
Oakland Avenue

Austin, Texas 78705

|  Office (
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