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Texas is In a Severe Drought /’"‘,r/
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* Record low inflows to s
Highland Lakes el Ey

The Drougnr Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions. :.-" "“\.‘ - ¥
. y . . Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary @ L ‘, i )
* Austin’s Stage 2 restrictions o=
Released Thursday, November 3, 2011
http://[droughtmonitor.unl.edu Brian Fuchs, National Drought Mitigation Center

In effect since September 6
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Monthly 2011 Highland Lakes Inflows with City of Austin and
Agricultural Diversions (lower three counties in basin)
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(Million Acre-Feet)

Volume

Highland Lakes Storage

Where we've been

What could happen

2.2
2.1 ) .
Lakes Buchanan and Travis full at 2.01 MAF 1.9 MAF - 94% Total Combined Capacity
2.0 On Jan. 1 or July 1 - Interruptible supplies are ceased for all
/ customers except four major irrigation operations.
1.9
13 1.7 MAF - On Jan. 1 - Bay and Estuary
: Reduce bay and estuary releases to meet 150 percent of
1.7 critical needs (limited by Storable Inflows).
16 1.4 MAF - Any time - Firm Demands
Request firm customers to implement voluntary water use
1.5 / reduction measures to achieve a 5 percent reduction in use.
1.4 4— 1.4 MAF - On Jan. 1 - Interruptible Supply
- Begin gradual curtailment of interruptible supply to four
1.3 - major irrigation operations. Curtailment increases with
," lower storage levels. Environmental releases for instream
1.2 ,;."' flows are reduced to meet critical needs.
”
-
1.1 - «+— 1.1 MAF - On Jan. 1 - Bay and Estuary
\ ’t Environmental releases for bay and estuaries are reduced to
1.0 \ pts e meet critical needs.
- -
- e . .
0.9 _ L «— 900,000 AF - Any time - Firm Demands
- == - Request firm customers to implement mandatory water use
0.8 {.f-' - restrictions to achieve a 10-20 percent reduction in use. Meet
e = ——— with customers to develop a curtailment plan should drought
0.7 e r worsen.
- |
0.6 ; 600,000 AF - Drought Worse Than Drought of
1 & Record - Cease Interruptible and Curtail Firm
0.5 = If criteria indicate drought worse than record, begin
= curtailment of firm supply after ceasing interruptible
0.4 supply (timing based on duration of drought).
03 | 1 Historic Lake Capacity
02 PAST FUTURE - — — Forecast - Wet Conditions
0.4 - — — Forecast - Average Conditions
0.0 = = = Forecast - Drought Conditions =
May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May _ _ _ Forecast - Extreme Drought Conditions
2011 2011 2011 2011 2012 2012 2012

Note: MAF equals One Million Acre-Feet

One Acre-Foot (AF) equals 325,851 gallons.

Date: November 1, 2011
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Water Use Management ”"{T/

* Current code written for short-term emergencies, not
long-term drought

« Start code revision & stakeholder process
— Incorporate some remaining 2007 Task Force items
— Shift to administrative water waste fines

— Realign drought stages to ease into restrictions, provide
earlier public awareness

— Extend supplies to protect tree canopy and environment

— Provide sustainability for food production & local business

* Desired completion prior to 600,000 AF
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Next Steps —LE

Currently designing public input process
— Anticipate meetings in December and January

— Opportunity for written comments

* Regular updates to Water/\Wastewater & Resource
Management Commissions

« Seek Commission Approvals — February
« Seek Council Approval — March

« Continue to monitor drought, work with LCRA
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- Questions?

Drema Gross
Water Conservation Division Manager
(512) 974-2787

drema.gross@austintexas.gov

WwWw.waterwiseaustin.orq
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