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PPPPROPOSALROPOSALROPOSALROPOSAL    

Demolish a ca. 1939 house. 
    
AAAARCHITECTURERCHITECTURERCHITECTURERCHITECTURE    

One-story L-plan rock veneered frame house with a cross-gabled metal roof, a 
partial-width inset porch, and multi-light windows.  The house has a bay window 
addition on the projecting front gable section and a one-story frame addition and 
apartment in the rear. 

RRRRESEARCHESEARCHESEARCHESEARCH    

The house was built in 1939 for Frank and Daisy Yoakum.  Frank Yoakum was a 
traveling salesman; he and Daisy lived here until around 1942.  James and Ruby 
Eichelberger lived here from the early 1940s through the mid-1950s.  James 
Eichelberger owned the Capital City Lumber Company for many years; he then 
owned Capital Prefabricators, which built homes, vacation cottages, and tourist 
cottages.  They are not listed in the 1958 city directory, but Ruby Eichelberger’s 
mother, Julia Richcreek, is listed as a tenant in the apartment that was constructed 
to the rear of the main house.  James and Ruby’s daughter, Marjorie, and her 
husband Edgar Daugherty lived in the house in the early 1960s.  Edgar Daugherty 
owned ABC Venetian Blind Company, where Ruby worked as a decorator in her 
later years.  The last occupant of the house was Arthur Potts, a former city 
draftsman and computer technician.  He passed away in 2008. 

SSSSTAFF TAFF TAFF TAFF CCCCOMMENTSOMMENTSOMMENTSOMMENTS    

The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey 
(1984). 

SSSSTAFF TAFF TAFF TAFF RRRRECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATION    

Release the demolition permit.  The house has neither the architectural nor the 
historical significance to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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2100 Elton Lane 
ca. 1939 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2100 Elton Lane 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2011 
 
1992  Arthur B. Potts, owner 
  Retired 
  ½: Jeff J. Cannon, renter 
   Photographer 
 
1985-86 Arthur B. Potts, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1981  Arthur B. Potts, owner 
  Computer craftsman 
  ½: Vacant 
 
1977  Arthur B. Potts, owner 
  No occupation listed 
  ½: Vacant 
 
1972  Arthur B. Potts, owner 
  Draftsman, City Engineering Division 
  ½: Vacant 
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1969  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  ½: John D. and Judy B. Thompson, renters 
   U.S. Air Force 
  NOTE:  Arthur B. Potts is not listed in the directory. 
 
1963  Edgar S. and Marjorie Daugherty, owners 

Edgar: Proprietor, ABC Venetian Blind Company, 6221 N. Lamar 
Boulevard; and vice-president, Fiesta Homes (James K. 
Eichelberger, Jr., president), building contractors, 4928 
Burnet Road. 

Marjorie: Secretary/treasurer, Fiesta Homes (James K. 
Eichelberger, Jr., president), building contractors, 4928 
Burnet Road. 

NOTE:  Marjorie Daugherty was the daughter of James and Ruby 
Eichelberger. 
 

1958  Terrence N. and Marian Watt, renters 
  Physician, 304 Capital National Bank Building 
  ½: Julia Richcreek, renter 
   Widow, Frank O. Richcreek 
   No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  Julia Richcreek was Ruby Eichelberger’s mother. 
 
1955  James K. and Ruby Eichelberger, owners 

No occupation listed 
  ½: Tandy R. and Beth Freeman, renters 
   Student 
 
1952  James K. and Ruby Eichelberger, owners 

No occupation listed 
 
1949  James K. and Ruby Eichelberger, owners 

No occupation listed 
 
1947  James K. and Ruby Eichelberger, owners 

Proprietor, Capital Prefabricators, homes, tourist cottages, and vacation 
cottages, 6616 Dallas Highway. 

 
1944-45 James K. and Ruby Eichelberger, owners 

James: General manager, Capital City Lumber Company, 517 W. 
5th Street and 6616 Dallas Highway. 

  Ruby:  Office manager, Capital City Lumber Company. 
 
1941  Frank and Daisy Yoakum, owners 
  Traveling salesman 
 
  James K. and Ruby Eichelberger, owners 

James: General manager, Capital City Lumber Company, 517 W. 
5th Street and 6616 Dallas Highway. 

  Ruby:  Office manager, Capital City Lumber Company. 
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1939  The address is not listed in the directory. 
NOTE:  Frank Yoakum is listed as a student at the University of Texas. 
NOTE:  James K. and Ruby Eichelberger are listed as living at 2008 S. 
Congress Avenue; he was the general manager of Capital City Lumber 
Company, 501 W. 5th Street. 

 
NOTES: 
FRANK AND DAISY YOAKUM (ca. 1940-ca. 1942) 
There is a Frank Yoakum listed in the 1930 U.S. Census for Chicago, Illinois, but it is not 
clear that this Frank Yoakum is the same one who lived in this house in 1939.  The 
Frank Yoakum listed in the 1930 U.S. Census report (Frank J. Yoakum) was born in 
Texas, was then 37 years old, was married to a woman named Josephine, and worked 
as a sales manager for a tailoring company. 

 

 
Obituary of Frank Yoakum 

Austin American, February 21, 1966 
 
 
 
JAMES AND RUBY EICHELBERGER (ca. 1941 to ca. 1956) 
James Eichelberger is listed as the 25-year old son of Rasa and Ida Eichelberger, who 
lived in San Antonio.  The elder Eichelberger was a Pennsylvania-born traveling 
hardware salesman; Ida Eichelberger had been born in Missouri, as had James, who 
was listed as a warehouse foreman.  The younger Eichelberger children had all been 
born in Texas. 
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Death notice of James K. Eichelberger, Sr. 

Austin American-Statesman 
October 9, 1977 

 

 
Death and funeral notice for James K. Eichelbergber, Sr. 

Austin American-Statesman 
October 11, 1977 

 

 
Obituary of Ruby Eichelberger 

Austin American-Statesman, July 5, 1993 
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Building permit to Mr. and Mrs. Frank Yoakum for the construction of the house and garage 
(1939) 
 
 

 
Sewer connection application by Frank Yoakum (1939) 

 

 
Building permit to Edgar S. Daugherty for the construction of a frame rear addition (1961) 


