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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2012-0001 HLC DATE:  January 23, 2012 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANTS:   David and Kimberly Hood, owners 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  McCrummen-Wroe House 
 
WATERSHED:  Shoal Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  2300 Windsor Road 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3 to SF-3-H 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the proposed zoning change 
from family residence (SF-3) district to family residence – historic landmark (SF-3-H) 
combining district zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
The ca. 1935 McCrummen-Wroe House meets the criteria of architectural and historical 
significance.  It is an excellent example of Adamesque Colonial Revival architecture 
designed by prominent local architect Roy L. Thomas, and is associated with Dr. Thomas D. 
McCrummen, Austin’s first pediatric specialist, and with two prominent leaders of Austin’s 
banking community, both at American National Bank:  Thomas D. McCrummen, Jr., and 
Ed R.L. Wroe, Jr., who both served as presidents of the bank during periods of great 
expansion in the 1960s and 1970s. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  July 26, 2010:  Postponed by the 
Commission to August 23, 2010 for further information.  August 23, 2010:  Recommended 
the proposed zoning change from SF-3 to SF-3-H.  Vote: 7-0. 
 
ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning 
change from SF-3 to SF-3-H.  Vote: 6-0 (Reddy, Hernandez, and Chimenti absent).. 
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is listed as a Priority 2 for research in the 
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 

CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Old Enfield Homeowners’ Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
Two-story rectangular-plan Adamesque-style Colonial Revival side-gabled brick house with 
a symmetrical façade consisting of a central entry with two window bays on each side.  The 
house has a prominent semi-circular portico on Corinthian columns and a leaded-glass 
fanlight above the door.  Paired glazed doors open onto the balcony above the portico.  The 
house consists of a two-story 5-bay central block with a two-story section on each side; the 
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section to the left of the central block contains an attached garage with double doors 
opening to the side of the house.  The house is ornamented with quoins at the corners of the 
central block and corners of the house, along with dentil work at the cornice and 
ornamental keystones above the first-floor windows.  Fenestration consists of 9:9 Colonial 
Revival styled windows on the first floor and 6:6 Colonial Revival-styled windows on the 
second floor and in the secondary bays on each side of the central block.  Roy L. Thomas, a 
prominent Austin architect, designed the house for Dr. Thomas D. and Elizabeth Wroe 
McCrummen in 1935. 

The Adamesque form of the Colonial Revival style refers to more elaborate detailing and 
ornamentation than that found on many Colonial Revival houses of the 1930s, which were 
noted for their almost severe style.  Adamesque houses also featured many more rounded 
surfaces, inside and out, including details such as the semi-circular portico so prominently 
featured on the McCrummen-Wroe House.  The style takes its name from Robert Adam, a 
Scottish builder and designer in the late 1700s, who combined softer elements of the 
Baroque and Rococo styles of the early 1700s with the rectangular lines of the Georgian 
styles of his own time.  Adam was also noted for integrating the design of the interior with 
that of the exterior, and for using classical motifs such as garlands, urns, and medallions on 
buildings.  The Adamesque form of Colonial Revival resulted in more ornate and varied 
detailing on otherwise symmetrical Colonial Revival houses and was popular in the design 
of high-end buildings from the 1890s through the mid-1930s. 

Historical Associations: 
The house was built in 1935 for Dr. Thomas D. and Elizabeth Wroe McCrummen and 
designed by prominent local architect Roy L. Thomas.  Dr. McCrummen was a native of 
Paris, Texas, but grew up in Austin and graduated from the University of Texas and the 
University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston.  He returned to Austin in 1927 and 
established his practice in the Norwood Building.  Dr. McCrummen was Austin’s first 
pediatric specialist, and practiced until his death in 1954.  His wife Elizabeth was the 
daughter of H.A. Wroe, a prominent wagon and buggy dealer, and one of Austin’s first 
automobile dealers..  She was active in many civic and charitable organizations, including 
the Settlement House and Junior League.  After her husband’s death, she remained in the 
house until 1963, when she and her son Thomas D. McCrummen, Jr. sold the house to Ed 
R.L. Wroe, Jr., and his wife, Frances.  Thomas D. McCrummen, Jr., born in Austin in 1934, 
grew up in this house.  He attended the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee and 
graduated from the University of Texas in 1955 with a business finance degree.  He 
graduated from the Southwestern Graduate School of Banking in 1960.  He had worked 
part-time and during the summers while he was in school at the American National Bank, 
which had been founded by George Littlefield, and run by his grandfather, H.A. Wroe in its 
early years.  After graduation, he rose through the ranks of the bank, becoming cashier, 
vice-president, president, and vice-chairman of the board.  He also served on the State 
Securities Board in the late 1960s. 
 
Ed R.L. Wroe, Jr., and his wife Ammon, purchased the house in 1963 from Elizabeth Wroe 
McCrummen.  Wroe was born in Austin, graduated from the University of Texas with a degree 
in business administration, and began work at the American National Bank.  He became 
president of the bank in 1961 upon his father’s death (his father was Elizabeth Wroe 
McCrummen’s brother).  They sold the house to corporate attorney J. Gaylor Armstrong and 
his wife Kathy in 1981.  The Armstrongs lived here for 17 years, then sold the house in 1997 to 
the current owners, David and Kimberly Hood. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  01130107020000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Lot 9, Enfield D 
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ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $20,925 (owner-occupied); city portion: $3,793 
(capped at ½ of city taxes). 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $1,800,000 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNERS:  
David and Kimberly Hood 
2300 Windsor Road 
Austin, Texas 78703 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1935 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  A 1993 addition added a breakfast room and family room to 
the first floor and enlarged the master suite on the 2nd floor.  The swimming pool was added 
in 1998. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Dr. Thomas D. McCrummen (1935) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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McCrummen-Wroe House 
2300 Windsor Road 
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