2/9/2012
Agenda item 4d

Council Resolution No. 20110804-024

WHEREAS, on March 8, 2007, the Austin City Counci! passed Resolution No. 20070308-028 which
proclaimed that it is the wili of the City Counci! that Austin become certified as a National Wildiife
Federation (NWF) Community Wiidiife Habitat; and

WHEREAS in March of 2009 Austin became the largest metropolitan area in the country and the first
- city in Texas to be ceruﬁedlby NWF asa Community Wildiife Habitat; and

WHEREAS, the code of ordinances does not allow the accumulation of weeds or grass more than 12
.'Inches tailon a person's property or in the area from thmpersonsmroperty iine to the adjacent eurb-llne
‘and|




Several interdepartmental meetings have occurred
over the past 18 months to reach a consensus
decision.

*Watershed Protection Department

*Parks & Recreation Department (Urban Forestry,
Malntenance and Park Rangers)

Current Code Language:

'§ 10-5-21 DUTY TO MAINTAIN PROPERTY IN SANITARY
CONDITION.

(A) An owner, occupant, or other person in control of real
property shall maintain the property in a safe, sanitary condition.

] 'A*person may not aIIow"the"foIIowm'g to accumulate on the

person's property or in the area from the person's property line to

Hha o,

the adjacent curb-line:
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Jode Language:

ARTICLE 2. RESTRICTIONS ON TREE OR PLANT MAINTENANCE.
* § 6-3-21 PLANTING RESTRICTED AT STREET CORNER.

(A) This section only applies to property located at a street corner
Intersection within a ten-foot setback from the curbline and 40
feet along the curbline from the intersection.

(B) A person may not place, maintain, or permit a plant:

(1) more than two feet talier than the level of the ground
surrounding the piant; or
on property more than one foot above the level of an
‘adjacent street.

(2)

A person may not place, maintain, or permit a tree or plant within five

Code Language Update

(D)ltis an affirmative defense to a violation of § 10-5-21 (B)(1)

that the weeds or grasses in excess of 12 inches height on
th_e'_-p__rogeﬁx did not obstruct, |mpede reduce or |m_p_

vehicles, cxcllsts or. pedestrlans, and that the over-height
weeds or grasses were located at or on one or more of the

following:
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