Historic Landmark Commission
March 26, 2012
National Register Historic Districts
NRD-2012-0020
Old West Austin
1509 Murray Lane

PROPOSAL

Demolish existing c. 1970 residence and construct a new 5,612 sq. ft. residence.

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

The applicant proposes to demolish a c¢. 1970 house and construct a new 5,612 sq. ft.
residence.

The existing house is a one stony, stucco residence with a hipped roof, arched entry,
numerous double-hung windows and a garage set back from the front elevation.

The overall design is contemporary and is mainly one story, with second story projections.
The first floor walls are cut stone veneer set in a random ashlar pattern. The second floor
walls are stucco. The various hipped roofs are sanding seam metal. The front facade has a
partial width covered front porch with a low stone wall. Windows on the front facade
include full height glazing at the entrance, clerestory windows located under the eaves, and
three tall, narrow 1:3 metal frame, casement windows. Other elevations have windows of
various sizes and configurations, including full height, under-eave clerestory, and 1:3
windows. The garage faces the street and is set slightly back from the front wall.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is listed as non-contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic
District. The Old West Austin National Register Historic District has no design guidelines
for new construction. Applicable general design review guidelines state:

e Contemporary designs for alterations and additions to existing properties are
appropriate when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historic,
architectural, or cultural material and are compatible with the size, scale, color,
material, and character of the property, neighborhood, or environment.

The house is non-contributing to the district so its demolition does not impact the character
of the National Register District. However, the location of the garage door, and the pattern
and number of window openings on the front facade are not compatible with the
architectural character of the Old West Austin National Register Historic District.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends release of the demolition permit; however requests that the applicant
reconsider the design to be more compatible with the architectural character of the
National Register District.
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% CASE#: NRD-2012-0020
SUBJECTTRACT LOCATION: 1509 Murray Lane

L _ . ZONING BOUNDARY

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not
represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the approximate relative location of property boundaries.

This product has been produced by the Planning and Development Review Department for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is
made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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