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Hi1STORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
APRIL 23, 2012
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2012-0093
1902 E. 8™ STREET

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1929 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story rectangular-plan front-gabled frame bungalow with a front-gabled partially-inset
independent porch on plain square wood posts; 1:1 fenestration. The rear porch was
enclosed in 1946.

RESEARCH

Aubrey Davidson, an African-American farmer, obtained a water service permit for this
address in December, 1928 and apparently built this house in 1929. The 1930 U.S. Census
report shows Aubrey and Beulah Davidson living on a rented farm, and city directories
from 1930 to 1935 show the house occupied by African-American tenants. The Davidson
family moved into the house around 1936; Aubrey Davidson is listed as a laborer in city
directories; he died in 1946. His widow, Beulah, lived here until around 1960. The house
was then a rental unit again in the early 1960s, then the Davidsons’ son, Robert Lee
Davidson moved into the house; he was listed as the resident in city directories through the
early 1990s.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house 1s not listed in any city survey.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage the applicant to consider rehabilitation and adaptive re-use of the house. The
house is a good and intact example of a late 1920s simple frame bungalow and is
contextually and architecturally compatible with the surrounding neighborhood. If
rehabilitation and adaptive re-use is not feasible on-site, staff recommends relocation over
demolition, and in either case, completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package
consisting of photographs of all four elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative
history of the house prior to release of the permit.
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CASE#: HDP-2012-0093
A SUBJECT TRACT LOCATION. 1902 E 8th Street

L _ ) ZzoNING BOUNDARY

This product is for informaional purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying purposes. it does not
represent an on-the-ground survey and represents onfy the approximate refatve location of property boundaries.

This product has been produced by the Flanning and Development Review Department for the soie purpese of geographic reference. No wamanty is
made by the City of Austn reganding specific acouracy or completeness.



D.2-3

1902 E. 8" Street

ca. 1929




OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1902 E. 8" Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office

March, 2012

1992 Robert L. Davidson, owner
Retired

1985-86 Robert L. Davidson, owner
Retired

1981 Robert L. Davidson, owner
No occupation listed

1977 Robert L. Davidson (not listed as owner)
No occupation listed

1973 Robert L. Davidson (not listed as owner)
No occupation listed

1969 Robert L. Davidson (not listed as owner)
No occupation listed

1964 William and Clara Owens, renters
Grader, Capitol Paper Stock
NOTE: Robert L. Davidson is not listed in the directory.

1958 Beulah L. Davidson, owner

Widow, Aubrey Davidson
No occupation listed
NOTE: Robert L. Davidson is not listed in the directory.

1953 Beulah L. Davidson, owner
Widow, Aubrey Davidson
No occupation listed

1949 Beulah L. Davidson, owner
No occupation listed
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Also listed is Robert L. Davidson, a finisher for the Fritz Walker Furniture Works,

furniture refinishing, 1818 E. 6" Street.

1947 Aubrey and Beulah Davidson, owners
Laborer
NOTE: Robert L. Davidson is not listed in the directory.

1944-45 Aubrey and Beulah Davidson, owners
Laborer
Also listed is Robert L. Davidson, U.S. Army.
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1941 Aubrey and Beulah Davidson, owners
No occupation listed
NOTE: Robert L. Davidson is not listed in the directory.

1939 Aubrey and Beulah Davidson, owners
No occupation listed
NOTE: Robert L. Davidson is not listed in the directory.

1937 Aubrey and Beulah Davidson (not listed as owners
No occupation listed

1935 Lettie Jackson, renter
No occupation listed
NOTE: Aubrey and Beulah Davidson are not listed in the directory.

1932-33 Rosetta Durst, renter
No occupation listed
Also listed is Hattie Durst, no occupation stated.

1930-31 Rose Durst (colored), renter
No occupation listed
Also listed is Hattie Durst (colored), a maid at the Paramount Theater.

1929 The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: Rosa Durst (colored) is listed as a cook for a private famil; she lived at
1600 E. 8" Street.

Aubrey and Beulah Davidson are listed in the 1930 U.S. Census, living on a rented farm on the
Cotton Mouth and Pierson Road in rural southeastern Travis County. Aubrey Davidson was
then 48, had been born in Texas, and was a farmer. He could read and write. Beulah
Davidson was then 43, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed in the census
report. She also could read and write. The couple had 7 children, ranging in age from 1 to 22.
Arthur, the oldest son, was listed as a farm laborer.

The Davidsons also appear in the 1920 U.S. Census, living on a rented farm in rural Hays
County. Aubrey Davidson was listed as a farmer. According to the 1910 census report, the
family was farming in Bastrop County. Aubrey Davidson died in 1947; there was no obituary in
the Austin newspaper. Beulah Davidson died in 1967.
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Building permit to Aubrey Davidson to enclose the rear porch (1946)



