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PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1936 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-and-a-half story rectangular-plan cross-gabled frame Tudor Revival-styled cottage
with a “catslide” roof over the partial-width inset porch; single and paired 1:1 fenestration;
small front-gabled dormer containing an attic vent in the main part of the side-gabled
section of the front roof.

RESEARCH

City utility permits indicate that the house was built in 1936 for R. James Fields, who is
listed as the owner and the occupant of the house until his death in November, 1959.
Fields was born in Texas, and the 1920 U.S. Census report shows him as the son of R.W.
Fields, who was a general laborer. R. James Fields was also a general laborer in the 1920
census report, but by 1930, he was married and worked as a chauffeur for a private family.
His wife, Metra, worked as a laundress for a private family. Until building this house, R.
James and Metra Fields lived in the 1900 block of E. 17t Street, just around the corner
from this house. Metra Fields died in 1945; James remarried around 1950. His second wife
was named Dura, and they lived here until James’ death in 1959. James had several jobs
after his stint as a chauffeur as reflected in the 1930 U.S. Census. He listed his occupation
as chef in the 1939 city directory and as a cook in the 1944-45 city directory, with
intervening and later work as a porter and warehouseman at Davidson Sash and Door
Company, which was located at E. 5t and San Marcos Streets. After James’ death in 1959,
the house was vacant for a time, then became a rental property owned by Dr. Sidney White.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house 1s not listed in any City survey.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Release the demolition permit. The house appears to be in very poor condition, and lacks
the requisite architectural and historical significance to warrant individual designation as a
historic landmark.



C2-2

LOCATION MAP

CASE#: HDP-2012-0112
A L] SARECT VRACY LOCATION: 1603 Chicon Street

L - JzoNING BoUNDARY

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineerng, or surveying purposes. It does not
represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the approximate relatve location of property boundares.

This product has been produced by the Planning and Development Rewiew Department for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No wamanty is
made by the Cty of Austn reganding specific accuracy or completeness.




1603 Chicon Street

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1603 Chicon Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office

May, 2012
1992 Vacant
1985-86 Vacant
1981 Edward and Katherine Davis, renters
Instructor, Texas Instruments
1977 Minnie Pollard, renter
Manager, Centennial Liquor Store, 1900 E. Martin Luther King Boulevard.
1973 Minnie Pollard, renter

Manager, Centennial Liquor Store, 1900 E. 19" Street.

C2-3



C2-4

1969 Ernest and Susan Shuler, renters
Retired

1964 Vacant

1958 R. James and Dura L. Fields, owners

Warehouseman, Davidson Sash and Door Company, 500 San Marcos Street.

1953 R. James and Dura L. Fields, owners
No occupation listed

1949 R. James and Dura L. Fields, owners
Porter, Davidson Sash and Door Company, 500 San Marcos Street.

1944-45 R. James and Metra Fields, owners
Cook
1941 R. James and Metra Fields, owners

Helper, Davidson Sash and Door Company, 500 San Marcos Street.

1939 R. James and Metra Fields, owners
Chef
1935 The address is not listed in the directory.

NOTE: R. James and Metra Fields are listed at 1906 E. 17" Street; he had no
occupation listed.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

R. James and Metra Fields (ca. 1936 — ca. 1945)

R. James and Dura Fields (ca. 1950 — ca. 1959)

James and Metra Fields appear in the 1930 U.S. Census living in a rented house at 1906 E. 17"
Street. James Fields was then 23 years old, had been born in Texas, and worked as a
chauffeur for a private family. Metra Fields was then 22 years old, had been born in Texas, and
worked as a laundress for a private family. The couple had two daughters and a son, all under
the age of 8. The 1920 U.S. Census shows James Fields as the son of R.W. Fields, a laborer
who lived at 1900 E. 8" Street. R.W. Fields had no wife listed in the census; James was 13 and
not married, but worked as a laborer as well.

Metra Fields died in November, 1945; James Fields died in November, 1959. Neither had an
obituary in the Austin newspapers. There is no record of death for Dura Fields in Texas, nor
any record of her marriage to James Fields after Metra passed away.
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QWNER Dr., Sidnev White ADDRESS 1603 Chicon
PLAT 39 LOT 10 BLK. 1 DIV
SUBDIVISION C.R. Johsn Sub

occupancy Renodel & repair res

OWNERS
BLD PERMIT # 89529 paTE 10-1-63  ESTIMATE  2200.0C

CONTRACTOR Hunt Yett Const Co. NO, OF FIXTURES

WATER TAP REC # SEWER TAP REC #

RESIDENCE

Sheet rock house, new #ooff, demolish acc bldg

Building permit to Dr. Sidney White (who never lived here) to remodel and repair the house (1



