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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
MAay 21, 2012
NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
NRD-2012-0055

0Old West Austin
1504 Mohle Drive

PROPOSAL

Construct a second-story addition to a c. 1940, 1,360 sq. ft. house, demolish an existing
detached garage and construct a new 320 sq. ft. detached garage.

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

The existing house is a c. 1940, one-story, 1,360 sq. ft. house with Minimal Traditional
architectural features. The house has a wing and gable plan, with a rear wing addition,
with horizontal siding. There is a pair of 6:6, double-hung windows in the gable end, and a
8:8, double-hung window front facade, both with faux shutters. The front stoop has a low-
slope roof supported by a turned post. The existing garage is a one-story detached, wood
sided structure with a pyramidal roof.

The applicant proposes to demolish the existing detached garage and construct a new 320
sq. ft., one-car garage with a front facing gable roof and wood horizontal siding. The garage
will be access from the existing side driveway.

The applicant further proposes demolish rear sections of the house and add a second-story
addition, as well as a wider front porch with a low-slope roof supported by 8x8 columns. The
windows and siding of the original house will remain. The addition will have multiple front
and side facing gables with cornice returns, multi-paned windows, and 8’ wide horizontal
siding to match the original house. Existing wood windows will be replaced with new wood
windows to match existing and brackets will be installed at the peak of both the new and
original gables.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW

The existing house is listed as non-contributing to the Old West Austin National Register
Historic District. The Old West Austin National Register Historic District has no design
guidelines for additions. Applicable general design review guidelines state:

* Contemporary designs for alterations and additions to existing properties are
appropriate when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historic,
architectural, or cultural material and are compatible with the size, scale, color,
material, and character of the property, neighborhood, or environment.

Although the house is listed as non-contributing to the National Register Historic District,
it appears to retain integrity and its architectural style and scale are very similar to other
houses on the block. The second-story addition is stylistically compatible with the
architecture of the original house, as well as other architecture in the neighborhood,
however represents a significant change to the appearance of the house.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Release the permit with the recommendation that the applicant consider a one-story rear
addition and repair the original windows, and require a City of Austin documentation
package prior to release of permit.
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PHOTOS

Facade

Side elevation
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Rear elevation

Side elevation
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