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PPPPROPOSALROPOSALROPOSALROPOSAL    

Demolish a house of unknown age. 
    
AAAARCHITECTURERCHITECTURERCHITECTURERCHITECTURE    

One-story wing-and-gable plan hipped roof frame house with a partial-width shed-roofed 
independent porch; 1:1 fenestration with a large Victorian-style window in the projecting 
front gable and a transom over the front door.  The house was probably constructed in the 
1910s. 

RRRRESEARCHESEARCHESEARCHESEARCH    

The house was moved to this site from an unknown location in 1950, by Dunning Bright 
who was the manager of Kelly Smith Cleaners, a dry-cleaning and laundry business.  Kelly 
Smith is the applicant for the utility permits for the site, although it does not appear that 
he nor Dunning Bright ever lived in this house.  The first known owner and occupant was 
Oleta Fletcher, who had been a school teacher in Bronte, Texas, and the widow of Homer 
Fletcher, an eyeglass salesman.  Mrs. Fletcher is listed as a teacher in the 1952 city 
directory, and she lived in the house until around 1953.  From the late 1950s through the 
1990s, the house was owned and occupied by Cornelius Bedell, Jr., and his wife, Augustina.  
Cornelius Bedell is listed as a wood-cutter, a worker at the Serta bedding factory, and as a 
construction for underground utilities until his retirement. 

SSSSTAFF TAFF TAFF TAFF CCCCOMMENTSOMMENTSOMMENTSOMMENTS    

The house is beyond the limits of the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey. 

SSSSTAFF TAFF TAFF TAFF RRRRECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATION    

Encourage relocation over demolition, but release the permit.  Without being able to know 
the original location of this probable ca. 1915 house, the house cannot qualify for landmark 
designation with its post-move (1950) history. 
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5110 Martin Avenue 
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Date of construction unknown – moved to current site in 1950 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
5110 Martin Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
May, 2012 
 
1992  Cornelius E. and Augustina Bedell, owners 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Cornelius E. and Augustina Bedell (not listed as owners) 

Retired 
 
1981  Cornelius E. and Augustina Bedell, owners 
  Construction worker, Underground utilities 
 
1977  Cornelius E. and Augustina Bedell, owners 
  Construction worker, Underground utilities 
 
1973  Cornelius E. and Augustina Bedell, owners 
  Construction worker 
 
1969  Cornelius E. and Augustina Bedell, owners 
  Employed by Serta Bedding Company, 9313 McNeil Road 
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1964  Cornelius E. and Augustina Bedell (not listed as owners) 
  Wood cutter 
 
1958  Vacant 

NOTE:  Cornelius and Augustina Bedell are not listed in the directory. 
 
1953  Clarence and Selma Hawkins, renters 

U.S. Air Force 
 
1952  Oleta Fletcher, owner 

Widow, H.T. Fletcher 
Teacher 
 

1949 The address is not listed in the directory.  The house was moved to this site in 
1950. 

 
Oleta McClesky Fletcher appears in the 1930 U.S. Census for Bronte, Coke County, Texas.  
She is listed as Oleta McClesky, the 26-year old daughter of Robert and Minnie McClesky.  
Robert McClesky was a shoe repairman in Bronte; Oleta was a public school teacher.  With the 
McClesky family lived Homer T. Fletcher, an eyeglasses salesman.  Homer T. Fletcher 
eventually married Oleta McClesky.  Oleta Fletcher died in December, 1990 in Austin. 
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Obituary of Cornelius Bedell, Jr. 

Austin American-Statesman, March 24, 1992 
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Obituary of Augustina Bedell 

Austin American-Statesman, August 8, 1995 
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Relocation permit to Dunning Bright, the manager of Kelly Smith Cleaners, to move the house 
onto the site and repair it (1950) 
 

 
Water service permit to Kelly Smith (1950) 
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Sewer connection application to Kelly Smith (1950) 

 
 

 


