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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

 SEPTEMBER 24, 2012 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2012-0282 
2822 RIO GRANDE STREET 

 
 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1913 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

Two-story irregular-plan front-gabled and hipped-roof frame house with a one-story, 
partial-width flat-roofed independent porch on paired plain square wood posts with X-joints 
between the two; 1:1 fenestration with wooden screens to give the appearance of 6:6 
windows. 
RESEARCH 

This house has significant associations with several prominent members of the University 
of Texas academic community, starting with Walter S. Hunter, who is the first known 
owner and occupant of the house.  Hunter had just become an instructor in psychology at 
UT when he bought this house.  He lived here from around 1913 to around 1916, when he 
moved to Kansas to teach at the University of Kansas.  Albert and Cleo Rice Brogan are the 
next known occupants of the house – they rented here from around 1916 to around 1923.  
Albert Brogan taught philosophy at the University of Texas, served as chair of the 
Department of Philosophy, and as Dean of the Graduate School at UT.  His later home, on 
West Avenue, is a designated city historic landmark.  His wife, Cleo Rice Brogan, was the 
daughter of a prominent judge on the Court of Civil Appeals.  Her sister, Mary Rice, was 
the head librarian of the Austin Public Library for many years, and another sister married 
Stanley Finch, another prominent professor at the University of Texas. 
The house was vacant in the mid-1920s, then occupied by a series of renters through the 
1930s.  Marcelle Lively Hamer rented the house from around 1934 to around 1941, while 
she served as the director of the Texas Collection at the University of Texas Library.  Ms. 
Hamer was also a well-known folkloricist, working with many of the notable authors and 
collectors in the field of folklore. 
Around 1941, Mrs. Nellie Berkman, the widow of retired farmer Alfred Berkman, 
purchased the house and lived here until around 1946.  Both Nellie and Alfred Berkman 
had been born in Sweden.  Alfred Berkman grew up in the Govalle area of southeastern 
Travis County, and farmed in the Corpus Christi area for many years before returning to 
Austin and retiring.  He died in 1938; Nellie bought this house several years later.  There 
was a series of owner-occupants in the late 1940s and early 1950s, then the house was 
purchased by John S. (Jack) and Mazie Birge.  Jack Birge had been involved in commercial 
advertising in El Paso in the 1930s – he died suddenly in this house in 1958.  Mazie and 
Eloise Birge continued to live in the house until their deaths in 1977.  The two women 
appear to have been recluses – their bodies were found in the house after neighbors noticed 
unread newspapers in the yard and the mailman reported that the mail had not been 
collected for several days. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is listed as a Priority 2 for research in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources 
Survey (1984). 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage relocation over demolition but release the permit upon completion of a City of 
Austin Documentation Package consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned 
sketch plan, and a narrative history of the house. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2822 Rio Grande Street 
ca. 1913 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2822 Rio Grande Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2007 
 
1987  Vacant 
 
1981  Capitol Lodge, Alpha Enterprises, Chris Nicks, manager 

NOTE:  Neither Capitol Lodge nor Alpha Enterprises is listed in the directory. 
 
1975  Mrs. Mazie Birge, owner 

Widow, Jack S. Birge 
No occupation listed 
Also listed is L. Eloise Birge, retired. 

 
1969  Mrs. Mazie Birge, owner 
  Widow, Jack Birge 



 D.4 - 5 
 
 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is L. Eloise Birge, retired 
 
  ½: Vacant 
 
1963  Mrs. Mazie Birge, owner 
  Widow, Jack Birge 
  No occupation listed 
 
  ½: Bill Rogers, renter 
   Student 
 
  B: James Martin, renter 
   Student 
 
1959  Mrs. Eloise D. Birge, renter 
  Widow, J.S. Birge 
  No occupation listed 
 
  ½: Vacant 
 
1955  Vacant 
 
1952  Charlotte H. Boeck, renter 
  Widow, George Boeck 
  No occupation listed 
 
1949  Charlotte, Boeck, owner 
  Widow, George Boeck 
  No occupation listed 
 
1947  Glen F. and Mary Breckenridge, owners 
  Salesman, Steck Company 

 
1944-45 Nellie Berkman, owner 
  Widow, Alfred Berkman 
  No occupation listed 
 
1942  Nellie Berkman, renter 
  Widow, Alfred Berkman 
  No occupation listed 
 
1940  Marcelle Lively Hamer, renter 
  Assistant in the Texas Collection, University of Texas 
 
1937  Mrs. Marcelle L. Hamer, renter 
  Assistant in the Texas Collection, University of Texas 
 
1935  Mrs. Marcelle L. Hamer, renter 
  Student, University of Texas 
 
1932-33 J. William and Lillian Mason, renters 
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  Education director, University Baptist Church 
  Also listed is Jacob W. Mason, Jr., a student at UT. 
 
1930-31 Henry W. and Mittie Harris, renters 
  Traveling salesman 
  Also listed is H.W. Harris, Jr., a soda dispenser 
 
  Mrs. Leona Hardin 
  Nurse 
 
1929  James E. and Mary B. Hill, renters 
  Headlight engineer, State Highway Department 
 
1927  Vacant 
 
1924  Vacant 
 
1922  Albert P. and Cleo R. Brogan, renters 
  Adjunct professor of Philosophy, University of Texas 
 
1920  Albert P. and Cleo R. Brogan, renters 
  Adjunct professor of Philosophy, University of Texas 
 
1918  Albert P. and Cleo R. Brogan, renters 
  Adjunct professor of Philosophy, University of Texas 
 
1916  Walter S. Hunter 
  Adjunct professor of Psychology, University of Texas 
 
1914  Walter S. Hunter 
  Instructor in Philosophy, University of Texas 
 
1912-13 The address is not listed in the directory.. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
 
WALTER S. HUNTER (ca. 1913 – ca. 1917) 

Hunter, Walter S.  

Walter Samuel Hunter (1889-1954), professor of psychology, was born in Decatur, Illinois, on March 22, 1889. In 1901, 
after the death of his mother, he and his brother were taken by their father to live on his grandfather’s farm in Saginaw, 
Texas, where Walter attended a two-room school until 1905, when he was admitted to the Preparatory School of the 
Polytechnic College in Fort Worth. It was there that he read William James, and decided to become a psychologist. After 
two years at the Polytechnic College, he transferred to the University of Texas, where he took all the available psychology 
courses, earned $15 a month as an assistant to Dr. C. S. Yoakum in his final year, and conducted a study using a 
homemade cage in the backyard of his rooming house, which was later published as “Some labyrinth habits of the 
domestic pigeon.” On graduation from the University of Texas in 1910, he was awarded a scholarship for study at the 
University of Chicago. His dissertation for his doctorate in 1912 was Delayed Reaction in Animals and Children. 

Hunter became an instructor at the University of Texas in 1912, adjunct professor at the University of Kansas in 1916, and 
the first G. Stanley Hall Professor of Genetic Psychology at Clark University in 1925. In the First World War he left Kansas 
for sixteen months to be chief psychological examiner in three Army camps. At Clark he was able to teach graduate 
students and devote time to research. His students worked on the sensory control of the maze habit in rats, and Hunter 
himself in his nine years at Clark published 21 experimental papers, five theoretical studies, four chapters in books, a 
textbook, Human Behavior, and served on committees of the American Psychological Association and the National 
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Research Council. In 1936 he came to Brown to replace Leonard Carmichael. He stayed for the rest of his life. Also in 1936 
Hunter was appointed Chairman of the Division of Anthropology and Psychology of the National Research Council. During 
the Second World War he was Chairman of the Applied Psychology Panel of the National Defense Research Committee. He 
received the Presidential Medal of Merit in 1948. He was editor of Psychological Index from 1926 to its termination in 1936, 
and editor of Psychological Abstracts from 1926 until 1946, when he resigned because he thought twenty years was long 
enough for a single editor. He resigned the chairmanship of the Psychology Department on his 65th birthday in March 1954. 
A few months later after returning from a trip he suffered a sudden coronary occlusion and died in Providence on August 3, 
1954. Remembering him at the dedication of the Hunter Laboratory of Psychology in 1958, Leonard Carmichael said, “Dr. 
Hunter early became one of the leading exponents of an enlightened objective and behavioristic psychology that has now 
come to be almost synonymous with scientific psychology in this country.” 

ALBERT and CLEO RICE BROGAN (ca. 1917 – ca. 1923) 
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Obituary of Cleo Brogan 

Austin American-Statesman, February 11, 1982 
 

 
HENRY W. and MITTIE HARRIS (ca. 1930 – ca. 1932) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Henry W. and Mittie Harris at this address.  Both were 52 years 
old.  Henry had been born in Arkansas; Mittie had been born in Texas.  With them lived two 
children, Ruth, 23, and Henry, 18.  Henry W. Harris is listed as a collector for a dry goods store.  
Ruth was a saleslady in a dry goods store, and Henry, Jr. was in school.  The 1940 U.S> 
Census shows that Henry and Mittie had moved to Freestone County, Texas, where the 
operated a gas station and grocery store. 
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MARCELLE HAMER (ca. 1933 – ca. 1941) 
 
Marcelle Hamer appears in the 1940 U.S. Census report at this address, with an indication that 
she rented the house for $35 a month.  She was then 39, and lived with her daughter Mary, 9.  
She listed her occupation as a librarian in the state university library. 

HAMER, ELIZABETH MARCELLE LIVELY (1900–1974). Marcelle Lively Hamer, 
librarian and Texas folklorist, was born on July 14, 1900, in Whitewright, Texas, to Robert 
Morris and Clara Susan (Lemmon) Lively. Her father was a banker and general merchant in 
Whitewright, and her mother taught English at Grayson College in Whitewright before marrying. 
Marcelle attended school in Whitewright, spent a primary year at Kidd-Key College in Sherman, 
then completed her secondary education at Southeastern State Normal in Durant, Oklahoma. She 
received a two-year degree from Christian College, Columbia, Missouri, in 1919; she was 
president of the student body and a member of Phi Theta Kappa. She received a B.A. in English 
in 1921 at the University of Oklahoma, where she belonged to Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority, an 
organization with which she maintained a lifelong association. In 1939 she received her M.A. in 
English at the University of Texas. After a year of elementary school teaching in Okmulgee, 
Oklahoma, she married Robert Coit Hamer, a cotton buyer of Renner, Texas, on October 1, 
1922, in Durant, Oklahoma. They lived in Itasca and Austin, Texas, and Muskogee, Oklahoma, 
but their principal residence was in Dallas, where she belonged to the College Club and Kappa 
Kappa Gamma alumnae. She also volunteered at the well-baby clinic that later became Freeman 
Hospital. The Hamers had a daughter; their marriage ended in divorce in 1930. 

From September 1932 until 1955 Marcelle Hamer was head of the Texas Collectionqv at the 
University of Texas library. From 1955 until 1965 she was librarian of the Southwest Room of 
the El Paso Public Library, and after retirement she worked briefly at the Mary Couts Burnett 
Libraryqv of Texas Christian University. In addition to her work as librarian, Mrs. Hamer was 
also treasurer of the Texas Folklore Society from 1934 until 1951. The position included 
working with editors of the society, including J. Frank Dobie, Harry Huntt Ransom, and Mody 
Boatright. She also worked with publishers, answered correspondence, and posted the annual 
society publications. Among her other writings, she compiled and wrote the first publication on 
the state Governor's Mansion, at the request of Joe Betsy Allred, wife of Governor James Allred. 
She wrote a chapter for the 1939 Texas Folklore Society publication In the Shadow of History. 
Her contributions to the Southwestern Historical Quarterly included an article entitled 
"Huntsville Centennial of Statehood Celebration" (1947). For the Frontier Times she wrote an 
article on Texas politics (1944). To the Library Chronicle of the University of Texas (1950) she 
contributed an article on the growth of the Texas Collection at UT. 

During her years in Austin Hamer was an active member of the Texas Folklore Society, the 
Texas State Historical Association, and the Christian Church. In El Paso and Fort Worth she also 
belonged to the Westerners Corral. After retirement from the El Paso Public Library in 1965, she 
moved to Fort Worth, where she lived until her death, on March 4, 1974. She was buried in 
Oakhill Cemetery, Whitewright. 

From the Handbook of Texas 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/lat01
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fbo01
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fbo01
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ccg03
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fal42
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/vts02
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/vtt06
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MRS. NELLIE BERKMAN (ca. 1941 – ca. 1946) 
 

 
Obituary of Alfred Berkman, the husband of Nellie Berkman, who died before she moved into 

this house. 
Austin American, June 2, 1938 
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Obituary of Nellie Berkman 

Austin American-Statesman, May 26, 1973 
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JOHN, MAZIE, and ELOISE BIRGE (ca. 1956 – ca. 1977) 
Jack and Mazie Birge appear in the 1930 U.S. Census of El Paso, Texas, where they lived in a 
rented house.  Jack Birge was then 37, had been born in Texas, and worked in commercial 
advertising.  Mazie Birge was then 29 and had been born in Texas.  She had no occupation 
listed.  Their daughter, Eloise, was 8.  A 1930 Pueblo, Colorado newspaper article on the death 
of David S. Reed mentions that he was the father of Mrs. Mazie Birge, who was living in Los 
Angeles at the time of her father’s death in June, 1930.  Her father lived in Southern Colorado. 
 

 
Obituary of Jack Birge, the husband of Mazie Birge and the father of Eloise Birge  

Austin American, June 13, 1958 
 

Obituaries of Mazie and Eloise Birge 
Austin American-Statesman, January 24, 1977 
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News story on the deaths of Mazie and Eloise Birge 

Austin American-Statesman, January 24, 1977 


