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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 22, 2012 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2012-0334 
1512 ALTA VISTA AVENUE 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1951 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, wing-and-gable plan, stone-veneered house with a partial-width independent 
porch on ornamental metal posts; metal-framed casement-style windows; half-basement 
level to the left of the main entry of the house; one-story, rectangular-plan side-gabled 
stone-veneered addition to the right of the principal block of the house; attached garage to 
the back of the house. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1951 by John T. Parker, a wholesale grocery merchant, who went 
into real estate with an office on South Congress Avenue in the mid-to late 1950s.  Parker 
had also served as a County Commissioner in the early 1940s.  He died in March, 1966; his 
wife, Louella died in May, 1966.  The house was then owned and occupied by Lee M. and 
Agnes Brewster.  Lee Brewster was the sales manager for Austin Carbonic, a fire and 
safety equipment business, before retiring in the late 1960s.  For the remainder of the time 
that Lee and Agnes Brewster lived here, they were retired.  They moved to Amarillo in 
1993; Lee Brewster died there in December, 1993; Agnes died there in May, 1995. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any city survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, 
consisting of photographs of all four elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative 
history of the property, for archiving at the Austin History Center.  While the house is a 
nice example of a 1950s ranch house executed in stone, it is a fairly common housing type, 
and this house does not have the historical significance to warrant individual landmark 
designation. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1512 Alta Vista Avenue 
ca. 1951 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1512 Alta Vista Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2012 
 
1992  Lee M. and Agnes Brewster, owners 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Lee M. and Agnes Brewster, owners 
  Retired 
 
1981  Lee M. and Agnes Brewster, owners 
  Retired 
 
1977  Lee M. and Agnes Brewster, owners 
  Retired 
 
1973  Lee M. and Agnes Brewster, owners 
  Retired 
 
1968  Lee M. and Agnes Brewster, owners 

Sales manager, Austin Carbonic, fire and safety equipment, 501 E. 3rd Street. 
 
1962  John T. and Luella Parker, owners 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  Lee M. and Agnes Brewster are not listed in the directory. 
 
1957  John T. and Luella Parker, owners 

Real estate, 1518 South Congress Avenue. 
 
1953  John T. and Luella Parker, owners 
  Real estate, 1518 South Congress Avenue. 
 
1952  John T. and Luella Parker, owners 
  Real estate, 1518 South Congress Avenue. 
 
1949 The address is not listed in the directory. 
 NOTE:  John T. and Luella Parker are listed as living at 808 East Riverside Drive; 

he was a salesman for Austin Distributing Company, wholesale groceries, 204 E. 
4th Street. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
JOHN T. and LUELLA PARKER (ca. 1951 – ca. 1965) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows John T. and Luella Parker at 112 E. Monroe Street, a house they 
owned, and which was worth $6,500.  John T. Parker was then 62, had been born in 
Mississippi, and was a County Commissioner.  Luella Parker was then 57 and had been born in 
Texas.  They had no children living with them. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows John T. and Luella Parker living on E. Monroe Street; their house 
was valued at $5,000.  John T. Parker is listed as a real estate agent.  The couple had a 16-
year old son, John T. Parker, Jr., who had no occupation listed in the census report. 
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The 1920 U.S. Census report shows the family living on E. Monroe Street; in addition to John T. 
Parker, Jr., the family included daughters Gladys, then 15, and Dorothy, then 13, who are not 
shown in the 1930 census report.  John T. Parker is listed as a retail grocery merchant.  With 
John and Luella lived his mother, 69-year old widow Mary A. Parker, a native of Alabama. 
 

 
John T. Parker’s World War I. draft registration card, showing that lived at 112 E. Milton Street, 
was married to Louella Parker, and was a self-employed grocer with a store at 1512 South 
Congress Avenue.  John T. Parker had brown eyes and black hair, and was of medium height 
and build. 
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Obituary of John T. Parker 

Austin American-Statesman, March 5, 1966 
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Obituary of Louella Parker 

Austin American, May 25, 1966 
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Funeral notice for Louella Parker 
Austin American, May 26, 1966 

 

 
Building permit to John T. Parker for the construction of the house (1951) 
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Water service permit to John T. Parker (1951) 

 

 
Sewer service permit to John T. Parker (1951)r 

 
 
 


