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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 22, 2012 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2012-0306 
1512 FOREST TRAIL 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1938 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, irregular-plan, side-gabled stone-veneered frame house with minimal Colonial 
Revival styling; the house has a central, projecting front gabled 2-bay section with a partial-
width inset porch to the right; 6:6 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1938-39 by Thomas H. Henderson, who never lived in the house.  
The first owners and occupants of the house were George W. and Maude F. Cox, who had 
moved here from Del Rio, Texas for Dr. Cox’ position as State Public Health Officer.  Both 
George and Maude French Cox spent their early lives in Corpus Christi, Texas, where 
George had his own medical office.  By 1920, according to the U.S. census report, they were 
living in Crockett County, Texas, where George was a physician.  He was practicing 
medicine in Del Rio in the 1930s, and moved to Austin in the late 1930s.  He and Maude 
lived in this house from the time of its construction until around 1956; city directories for 
the 1950s show that he was not listed as the State Public Health Officer after 1952 – the 
1954 city directory showed that he had a medical office in this house, and the 1955 
directory shows him as a physician with the State Health Office, rather than as the State 
Health Officer, which had been his title in the city directories through the 1940s.  It is 
believed that George Cox died in Galveston County in 1955; there was no obituary for him 
in the Austin newspapers, and his son, George F. Cox, is a physician in Texas City, 
Galveston County.  There is no known record of Maude Cox’s passing. 
By 1956, the house had been purchased by John G. (“Johnny”) Jones, the founder of the 
Whitley Printing Company.  Jones had been born in Hubbard, Hill County, Texas, the son 
of a grocery store owner.  He attended Baylor University, and later moved to Austin, where 
he worked for Curry Office Products.  In 1950, he and Rex Bodoin founded the Whitley 
Printing Company, then at 704 W. 6th Street.  That facility was destroyed by fire in 1968, 
and Jones moved the company to its present location at 301 Brazos Street.  Johnny and 
Wilma Jones lived in this house from around 1956 until very recently.  Johnny Jones died 
in Austin in 2001. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any city survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permit upon the completion of a City of Austin Documentation 
Package consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a 
narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1512 Forest Trail 
ca. 1938 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1512 Forest Trail 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2012 
 
1992  John G. and Wilma R. Jones, owners 

Chairman of the Board, The Whitley Company, printers, 301 Brazos Street. 
 
1985-86 John G. and Wilma R. Jones, owners 

Chairman of the Board, The Whitley Company, printers, 301 Brazos Street. 
 
1981  John G. and Wilma R. Jones, owners 

President, The Whitley Company, printers, 301 Brazos Street. 
 
1977  John G. and Wilma R. Jones, owners 

President, The Whitley Company, printers, 301 Brazos Street. 
 
1973  John G. and Wilma R. Jones, owners 

President, The Whitley Company, printers, 301 Brazos Street. 
 
1968  John G. and Wilma R. Jones, owners 
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President, The Whitley Company, printers, 301 Brazos Street. 

 
1962  Johnny  and Wilma R. Jones, owners 

Manager, Whitley Printing Company, 704 W. 6th Street. 
 
1957  John G. and Wilma R. Jones, owners 

Proprietor (with Rex Bodoin), Whitley Printing Company, 704 W. 6th Street. 
NOTE:  The main section of the directory shows John G. and Wilma Jones living 
at 1606 Wethersfield Road. 

  NOTE:  George W. and Maude Cox are not listed in the directory. 
 
1955  George W. and Maude Cox, owners 

Physician, State Health Office 
 
1954  George W. and Maude Cox, owners 
  Physician (office at the house) 
 
1952  George W. and Maude Cox, owners 
  Health officer, State Department of Health 
 
1949  George W. and Maude F. Cox, owners 

State Health Officer 
 
1947  George W. and Maude F. Cox, owners 

State Health Officer 
 
1944-45 George W. and Maude F. Cox, owners 

State Health Officer 
 
1941  George W. and Maude F. Cox, owners 

State Health Officers 
 

1939  The address is not listed in the directory. 
NOTE:  George W. and Maude F. Cox are listed as living at 2200 Parkway.  He 
was the State Health Officer. 
 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
GEORGE W. and MAUDE F. COX (ca. 1940 – ca. 1956) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows George W. and Maude Cox at this address.  They owned the 
house, which was worth $6,000.  Both were 60 years old, both had been born in Texas, but had 
been living in Del Rio in 1935.  Dr. Cox was listed as the chief of the State Health Department.  
They had no children living with them.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows the family living in Del Rio, 
with their son, George F. Cox.  Dr. Cox was a physician in general practice.  According to the 
1920 census, the family was living in Crockett County, Texas, where Dr. Cox was a physician.  
In 1910, George and Maud Cox were living in Corpus Christi, where George was a doctor with 
his own office.  In 1900, Maud and her mother, Maggie French, were boarders in the home of 
James Rankin, a carpenter in Corpus Christi. 
 
Texas 1943-1957. The State Health Department had been located on the east end of the third floor 
in the Austin Capitol Building since 1903. In 1933, it was moved to the Land Office Building at 
Eleventh and Brazos. In 1943, while Dr. George W. Cox was State Health Officer, a new health 
department building was erected, adjoining the Laboratory building at Fifth and Trinity. In 1945, an 
additional story was constructed, giving the health department four stories of space and the 
Laboratory three. The crowded conditions of the Laboratory were greatly relieved. Safer quarters were 
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provided where risk of laboratory-acquired infections could be minimized and where contamination of 
vaccines and other manufactured biologicals was less likely. The neighboring small buildings, which 
had grown up over the years, continued to be devoted mainly to Laboratory services. One large two-
story building was rented for a warehouse and shipping department at 303 East 5th Street. Later, 
while Dr. Henry Holle was State Health Officer, additional space was rented nearby with the expansion 
of activities 
 
From The Laboratarian, Texas Department of State Health Services, July, 2011. 
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JOHN G. and WILMA JONES (ca. 1956 - ) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows John G. Jones as the 12-year old son of Prince Rupert and Alice 
Jones, of Hubbard, Texas.  Prince Rupert Jones was a grocery store merchant in Hubbard. 
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Obituary of John G. Jones 
Austin American-Statesman, 
December 1, 2001 

 
 

 
Building permit to Thomas H. Henderson for the construction of the house (1938) 
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Building permit to Johnny Jones for remodeling the house (1965) and for a frame addition 

(undated) 
 

 
Building permit to Johnny Jones for the construction of a bath house and whirlpool (1979) 


