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2007 Climate Protection 
Resolution 
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• 5c. develop a menu of greenhouse gas reduction strategies for local 
implementation that citizens and organizations can fund through the 
purchase of "carbon offset" credits, thereby reducing their own carbon 
footprint;

• 5e. promote carbon neutrality among visitors by providing mechanisms and 
incentives for the purchase of offset credits by travelers, conventions, 
tradeshows and festivals.



What are carbon offsets?
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A carbon offset is the third party verified legal claim to a reduction in 
emissions of greenhouse gases (CO2) made in one place, to offset an 
emission made elsewhere. 
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Carbon reduction project… …to offset emissions
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Perspective:   Average Austinite’s Annual Carbon Footprint = 15 mt CO2
Total Travis County Annual Carbon Footprint = 15 million mt CO2



Texas Verified 
Emission Reductions 
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2010 Local Carbon 
Offset Pilot
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TreeFolks
• Soil / Biomass sequestration
• Offsets: 1 mt CO2 per year
• Timeline: 2013

Foundation Communities
• 5kW Solar PV at M‐Station 
• Offsets: 4 mt CO2 per year
• Timeline: Spring 2012

Yellow Bike Project
• 11.4 kW Solar PV array 
• Offsets: 8 mt CO2 per year
• Timeline: Spring 2012 

Positives
‐ 10+ projects applied
‐ All local + innovative
‐ Community value

Challenges
‐ Volume
‐ Demand
‐ 3rd Party verification 



Major Events in Austin
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Annual Attendance

SXSW: Music, Film, Interactive, Eco 250,000+

C3 Presents: ACL Festival 75,000 x 3 = 225,000

ACL Live & Moody Theatre 2,700 x 90 = 243,000

Circuit of the Americas 750,000+

TOTAL >1.5 Million



Founding Partners



Live Music CapitalAustin Climate Leadership
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Local Sustainability Benefits
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PICC



PICC Purchase with Ticket

50%

50%
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Sustainability Projects in Austin
• Urban forestry
• Solar PV + weatherization
• Composting
• Bike‐sharing
• Community gardens

Verfied Projects in Texas
• Organic Waste Digestion
• Organic Waste Composting
• Landfill Methane Destruction
• Nitric Acid N2O Reduction
• Renewable Energy



Customer Event Organizer
Market PICC to Customers

Pre‐qualified 
Project Owners Project Funded

City of Austin 
Oversight
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Proposed Model

• Sets standards
• Finds projects
• Publishes Annual 
Transparency Report

$

EDF
Oversight

$500k ‐ Sustainability Projects in Austin
@ $200 / ton
= 2,500 mt CO2 offset
+ Water, food, air benefits

Potential Impact of 1 million PICCs sold at $1 each

$500k  ‐ Verified Emission Reductions
@ $10 / ton
= 50,000 mt CO2 offset 



Timeline
2012 2013 2014

Austin based offsets

• Finalize Program 
with Founding 
Event Organizers

 Environmental 
review & project 
standards

 Pricing and 
event specifics

 Marketing and 
branding

• City RFI for 
potential 
projects

• Projects 
reviewed, 
selected and 
funded

• PICC funded 
through events

• Projects 
implemented, 
outcomes occur

• 1st PICC 
transparency 
report 

• Make program 
available to 
other event 
organizers
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What’s in the scorecard?

Water

Communication 
& Outreach

Energy

Resource
Management

Transportation

Healthy 
Working 
Environment

Community 
Stewardship



Results

• Progress Since March 27th

– 200+ new businesses registered

– 54 businesses recognized 

• Recognized Business Stats

– 2/3 tenant, 1/3 owner

– 2,800+ actions documented

– Representation:

• Over 4,000,000 ft2 of business space

• Over 1,000 employees in participating business space



New Members



Zoe says
Thank you!

I’ll be back in 
February


