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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 17, 2012 

NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT 

NRD-2012-0139 

Old West Austin 
1712 W. 29th Street 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish existing attached garage and construct a new attached two-story garage and 

carport. 

 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The existing house was constructed c. 1941. It is a two-story, wood frame house with a side 

gable roof. The front elevation has a partial width, inset, two-story porch with squared 

columns. There are multiple pairs of 6:6, double-hung windows with shutters. There is an 

existing, flat-roofed, attached garage set far back from the front elevation.  

 

The applicant proposes to demolish the existing garage and construct a new two-story, 

attached garage with living space on the second floor. The addition will be set back as far 

from the front elevation as the existing garage, and will have a front facing gable roof with 

a ridge height that is lower than the main house. The windows and siding materials will 

match those on the original house. There will also be carport constructed in front of the new 

addition with a roof supported by columns similar to those on the two-story front porch.  

 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The house is listed as contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic 

District. Applicable general design review guidelines state: 

 

 The distinguishing original qualities or character of a property and its environment 

shall not be destroyed.  Removal or alteration of any historic material or distinctive 

architectural features should be avoided. 

 

 All properties shall be recognized as products of their own time.  Alterations which 

have no historical basis and which seek to create an earlier appearance shall be 

discouraged. 

 

 Changes which have taken place in the course of time may have acquired 

significance in their own right, and shall be recognized and respected. 

 

 Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which characterize 

a property shall be treated with sensitivity. 

 

 Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties are 

appropriate when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historic, 

architectural, or cultural material and are compatible with the size, scale, color, 

material, and character of the property, neighborhood, or environment. 

 

 Whenever, possible, new additions or alterations to structures shall be done in such 

a manner that if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the future, the 

essential form and integrity of the structure would not be impaired. 
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The two-story addition, set back from the front elevation of the main house, and designed 

with compatible features and materials, maintains the property's contributing status.  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit per the proposed design. 
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PHOTO 

See next page. 
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