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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DECEMBER 17, 2012
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2012-0408
2118 BRACKENRIDGE STREET — 208 EAST LIVE OAK STREET

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1930 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, rectangular-plan, flat-roofed, Spanish Colonial Revival-style stucco house with a
partial-width inset porch with segmental arches; 1:1 fenestration; several rear additions.

RESEARCH

The house appears to have been built in 1930 by G.A. Kennedy, who never lived in the
house. The first occupants of the house were renters, Andrew and Elizabeth Holden, who
appear in the 1930-31 city directory. Andrew Holden was an auditor in the State
Comptroller’s Office. By 1932, the house had been purchased by Ernest C. and Clevie Cox,
who lived here until around 1938. Ernest Cox was originally from North Texas, growing up
in Ellis and Cleburne Counties, around Dallas and Fort Worth. He was a farm laborer and
truck driver in his youth, but by the time he had married and moved into this house, he
was working in the State Adjutant General’s Office. He and Clevie must have divorced
around 1938 — the 1939 city directory shows the house owned and occupied by Lonnie Lee
and Clevie Brasfield, and Ernest C. Cox appears as a single man living in Alexandria,
Virginia in the 1940 U.S. Census, where he was an organizer for a veterans’ organization.

Lonnie Lee Brasfield was the son of a watch repairman in Austin, and in 1930, he was
working as an advertising salesman. He then sold cars for Capitol Chevrolet and then the
Goad Motor Company before World War II. After the war, he went into real estate. He was
killed in an automobile accident in 1954. Clevie Brasfield remained in the house until
around 1958; she passed away in 1993.

After Clevie Brasfield moved out of the house, it became a nursery, kindergarten, and day
care center, which it remains to this day. With the kindergarten use, several additions
have been made to the back of the building.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house appears in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984) but without a
priority for research.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Release the permit after completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package consisting
of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history of the
property for archiving at the Austin History Center.
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CASE#: HDP-2012-0408

|~
] SUBJECTTRACT LOCATION: 2118 Brackenridge Street

L _ 2 zoninG BOUNDARY

This product is for infrmational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be sutable for legal, engineering, or surveying purposes. It doss not
represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the approximate relative location of property boundaries.

This product has been produced by the Planning and Development Review Department for the sole purpose of geograghic reference. No warmanty is
made by the ity of Austin reganding specific accuracy or completeness.
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208 East Live Oak Street — 2118 Brackenridge Street
ca. 1930

OCCUPANCY HISTORY

208 East Live Oak Street



D5-4

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
November, 2011

1992 Southside Nursery and Kindergarten
Claudette Stripling, proprietor

1985-86 Southside Nursery and Kindergarten
Claudette Stripling, proprietor

1981 Southside Nursery and Kindergarten
Claudette Stripling, proprietor

1974 Southside Nursery and Kindergarten
Claudette Stripling, proprietor

1969 South Austin Nursery and Kindergarten
Mariam Cogbill, proprietor
NOTE: Claudette Stripling is not listed in the directory.

1963 South Austin Nursery and Kindergarten
Mrs. Mariam Cogbill, proprietor
“Complete facility for children — Infants thru 6 years. Licensed, qualified staff.”

1958 Mrs. Clevee R. Brasfield, owner
No occupation listed

1954 Clevie Brasfield, owner
Widow, Lee L. Brasfield
No occupation listed

1952 Lee L. and Clevee S. Brasfield, owners
No occupation listed

1949 Lee L. and Clevie Brasfield, owners
Real estate agent

1947 Lee L. and Clevie Brasfield, owners
Real estate agent, 606 Brazos Street.

1944-45 Verner A. and Patricia Reed, renters
U.S. Army
1941 Lee and Clevie Brasfield, owners

Salesman, Goad Motor Company, Cadillac, LaSalle, and Oldsmobile cars, 2nd
and Guadalupe Streets.

1939 Lee and Clevie Brasfield, owners
Salesman, Capitol Chevrolet, 218-24 E. 5" Street.

1937 Ernest C. and Clevie Cox, owners
No occupation listed
NOTE: Lonnie L. Brasfield (no wife listed) was a salesman for Capitol Chevrolet;
he lived at 2408 Sabine Street.
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1935 Ernest C. and Clevie Cox, owners
No occupation listed
NOTE: The house is listed as 112 East Live Oak Street.

1932-33 Ernest C. and Clevie Cox, owners
Inspector, State Adjutant General’'s Office
NOTE: The house is listed as 112 East Live Oak Street.

1930-31 Andrew W. and Elizabeth Holden, renters
Auditor, State Comptroller’s Office
NOTE: Major Ernest C. and Clevie Cox are listed as living at 911 W. 12" Street;
he was the personnel officer for the Adjutant General’'s Office.

1929 The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: Andrew W. and Elizabeth Holden are not listed in the directory.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES
ERNEST C. and CLEVIE COX (ca. 1932 — ca. 1938)
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Ernest C. Cox’ World War | draft registration card shows that he was living in Cleburne, Texas,
was single, and a student and farm laborer.

The 1920 U.S. Census report shows Ernest C. Cox as a 24-year old single truck driver living in
Palmer, Texas. By 1930, he had married (according to the 1930 census report), and lived with
his wife, Clevie in an un-numbered rented house on Jarratt Avenue in Austin. Ernest Cox was
then 33, had been born in Texas, and was a major in the Texas National Guard. Clevie Cox
was then 25, had been born in Texas, and was the general secretary of the Texas Treasury
Department. They had a boarder, Florence Hughes, 60, a Texas-born widow with no
occupation listed.

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Ernest C. Cox as a lodger in the home of Thomas and Jessie
Finney in Alexandria, Virginia. Ernest C. Cox had lived in Austin in 1935, and was an organizer
for a veterans’ association.
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LONNIE LEE and CLEVIE BRASFIELD (ca. 1938 — ca. 1958)

Lonnie and Clevie Brasfield appear in the 1940 U.S. Census at this address, a house they
owned, which was worth $4,400. (By comparison, the house at 206 East Live Oak was worth
$7,000). Lonnie Brasfield was then 31, had been born in Alabama, and was a salesman for a
car company. Clevie Brasfield was then 34, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation
listed. The couple had a son, Robert Stanford, 3 months old. With them also lived Lonnie Lee
Brasfield’s mother, Nannie, a 60-year old widow who had been born in Texas, and had lived in
Dallas in 1935. Lonnie Lee and Clevie Brasfield had been living in this same house in 1935.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows Lonnie Lee Brasfield as the 21-year old son of L.L. and Minnie
Brasfield, who lived in a rented house at 700 W. 13" Street in Austin. L.L. Brasfield was a 50-
year old Tennessee-born watch repairer. Lonnie Lee Brasfield was an advertising salesman.
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Austin American, February 18, 1954
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Austin American-Statesman, February 4, 1993
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Obituary of Clevie Brasfield
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Water service permit to G.A. Kennedy for this address .(1929)



