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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 

 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2013-0001 HLC DATE:  January 28, 2013 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANTS:  St. Paul Primitive Baptist Church and the City of Austin 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Old David Chapel Baptist Church/St. Paul Primitive Baptist Church 
 
WATERSHED:  Boggy Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  2209 E. 14th Street 
 
ZONING FROM:  P-NP to )-H-NP 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the proposed zoning change 
from Public, Neighborhood Plan (P-NP) combining district zoning to Public – Historic 
Landmark – Neighborhood Plan (P-H-NP) combining district zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
The ca. 1940 church building is a vernacular African-American religious structure with 
strong associations with two historic African-American congregations in Austin. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The church is listed as a Priority 2 for research in the 
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984) and as a high priority for preservation in 
the Chestnut Neighborhood Historic Structure Survey (2001). 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Chestnut Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
Two-story, rectangular-plan, flat-roofed, stuccoed frame church building with a central 
entry consisting of double-leaf doors framed with a Gothic-arched raised stucco molding; 
shaped and stepped parapet with a front-gabled pediment; Gothic-arched vent in the 
tympanum of the gabled pediment parapet; 1:1 fenestration. 
Historical Associations: 
The church building was constructed in 1940 by David Chapel Baptist Church, an African-
American congregation that had its origins in 1924 in the Ceiling Hills Community in Travis 
County.  The building remained the David Chapel Baptist Church until 1959 until that 
congregation constructed a new building at the corner of Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard 
and Chestnut Street, and the building became the home of St. Paul Primitive Baptist Church, 
which has maintained the building as their sanctuary since that time. 
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David Chapel Missionary Baptist Church began in 1924 when the Rev. Ben Wroe and the Rev. 
Connie Alexander established the congregation on the farm of the Horace Davis family.  The 
original name for the church was Davis Chapel, commemorating the Davis family.  There were 
28 people in the founding congregation, which was led by the Rev. L.M. Marshall.  The 
congregation met in a blacksmith shop until 1926, when they moved into Austin and built a 
tabernacle at the corner of 14th and Chestnut Streets.  Rev. L.M. Marshall served until his 
death in 1937, and was succeeded by Rev. S.L. Davis, who then went on to establish Mount 
Calvary Baptist Church in East Austin in 1939.  The congregation tore down their original 
tabernacle building and built the current structure in 1940, under the leadership of Rev. E.G. 
Gibbs, who served the congregation until 1948. 
 
Rev. Gibbs was succeeded by Rev. W.I. Rector, who served until 1950.  After a brief tenure by 
Rev. E.H. Branch in 1950, the congregation was led by J.L. Dawson, who served until 1963.  
Under Rev. Dawson’s leadership, the church moved from its building at 14th and Chestnut to a 
new church at Chestnut and Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard in late 1958. 
 
St. Paul Primitive Baptist Church was established by former members of Pilgrim Rest 
Primitive Baptist Church (2310 E. 11th Street) in 1957, led by the Rev. E.L. Lee.  The members 
began to worship with the Willie Chapel Primitive Baptist Church (1906 Chestnut) under Rev. 
Washington, then moved to the Mount Moriah Baptist Church on Northwestern Avenue.  In 
January, 1959, they moved into the old David Chapel building at 14th and Chestnut and have 
maintained their church home at this location since.  After Rev. E.L. Lee died in 1961, he was 
succeeded by Rev. Wiley, who served until 1963.  Rev. Wiley was succeeded by Rev. Watts, who 
led the congregation until 1977.  Rev. Darby served St. Paul until around 1980, and was 
succeeded by Rev. Walter E. Moore, who served from 1980 to 1994.  Rev. V. Spencer served 
from 1994-1996.  Elder Hugh Smith led the congregation from 1996 until 2006, and was 
succeeded by Rev. F. Alexander, who continues to serve to this day. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  02101101070000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Lot 6, Block 5, Outlot 34, Division B 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $ 0 – tax exempt 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $72,500 (land only) 
 
PRESENT USE:  Church 
 
CONDITION:  Good 
 
PRESENT OWNERS:  St. Paul Primitive Baptist Church 
  2209 E. 14th Street 
  Austin, Texas 78702 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1940 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Two additions were made to the church in 1967. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  David Chapel Missionary Baptist Church 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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St. Paul Primitive Baptist Church (ca. 1940) 

2209 E. 14th Street 
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Building permit to David Chapel Missionary Baptist Church for the construction of an open 

shed (1940) 

 
Building permit to David Chapel Missionary Baptist Church to demolish their original 

tabernacle building (1940) 
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Building permit to David Chapel Missionary Baptist Church for the construction of the 

present building (1940) 

 
Building permit to St. Paul Primitive Baptist Church for the construction of an addition 

(1967) 
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Building permit to St. Paul Primitive Baptist Church for the construction of an addition 

(1967) 
 


