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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JANUARY 28, 2013 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

5800 JIM HOGG AVENUE 
HDP-2012-0455 

 
 
PROPOSAL 

Relocate a ca. 1930 house to San Marcos, Texas. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan front-gabled frame bungalow with a partial-width, projecting, 
front-gabled partially-inset porch on slightly tapered square wood posts and plain square 
wood piers; simple baluster wood railing; single and paired 1:1 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1930 for Ben A. and Elizabeth Sieck, who 
lived here almost their entire lives.  Ben Sieck was a Texas-born chicken farmer, who had 
previously lived in El Paso as an oil lease agent.  He does not appear in Austin city 
directories until that of 1930-31, and the address is listed variously as the north end of Jim 
Hogg Avenue, a rural free delivery route, and on the Upper Georgetown Road.  The Sieck 
family was hit with early tragedies:  their young son, Ben A. Sieck, Jr., suffocated in a 
refrigerator he and his sister were playing in at the family home in 1933, and in 1934, Ben 
Sieck was struck down by Central Texas’ first recorded case of sleeping sickness, which 
paralyzed him and led to his death at the age of 38.  Elizabeth Sieck continued the family’s 
chicken farm and raised her remaining children in the house.  She moved to Pasadena, 
Texas about a year before her death in 1991.  The next listed owners and occupants of the 
house were relatives on her side of the family, Paul and Barbara Kieschnick. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the relocation permit upon completion of a City of Austin documentation package 
consisting of photographs of all four elevations of the house, a dimensioned sketch plan, and 
a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house does not have 
sufficient historical or architectural significance to warrant individual designation as a 
historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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5800 Jim Hogg Avenue 
ca. 1930 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
5800 Jim Hogg Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
January, 2013 
 
1992  Paul D. and Barbara Kieschnick, owners 
  Paul:  Accountant 

Barbara: Employed by the State Department of Mental Health and Mental 
Retardation 

 
1985-86 Elizabeth K. Sieck, owner 
  Retired 
 
1981  Elizabeth K. Sieck, owner 
  Retired 
 
1977  Elizabeth K. Sieck, owner 
  Retired 
 
1973  Curtis McCauley, owner 
  Student 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Curtis McCauley was a new resident at this 
address. 

  NOTE:  Elizabeth K. Sieck is not listed in the directory. 
 
1969  Elizabeth Sieck, owner 
  Widow, Ben A. Sieck 
  Retired 
 
1962  Elizabeth Sieck, owner 
  Widow, Ben A. Sieck 
  No occupation listed 
 
1958  Elizabeth Sieck, owner 
  Widow, Ben A. Sieck 
  No occupation listed 
 
1954  Elizabeth Sieck, owner 
  Widow, Ben A. Sieck 
  No occupation listed 
 
1952  Elizabeth Sieck, owner 
  Widow, Ben A. Sieck 
  No occupation listed 
 
1949  Elizabeth Sieck, owner 
  Widow, Ben A. Sieck 
  Chicken farmer 
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1947  Elizabeth Sieck, owner 
  Widow, Ben A. Sieck 
  No occupation listed 
 
1944-45 Elizabeth Sieck, owner 
  Widow, Ben A. Sieck 
  Poultry 
 
1941  Mrs. Ben A. Sieck, owner 

No occupation listed 
NOTE:  The address is listed as RD 4, Box 138, Austin. 

 
1939  Elizabeth Sieck, owner 
  Widow, Ben A. Sieck 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 5424 N. Jim Hogg Avenue. 
 
1937  Elizabeth Sieck, owner 
  Widow, Ben A. Sieck 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 5424 N. Jim Hogg Avenue. 
 
1935  Elizabeth Sieck, owner 
  Widow, Ben A. Sieck 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 5424 N. Jim Hogg Avenue. 
 
1932-33 Ben and Elizabeth Sieck, owners 
  Poultry breeder 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 5424 N. Jim Hogg Avenue. 
 
1930-31 Ben and Elizabeth Sieck, owners 
  Poultry man 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as the end of Jim Hogg Avenue. 
 
1929  Ben and Elizabeth Sieck are not listed in the directory. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Elizabeth Sieck as a 43-year old widow living at 5726 Jim Hogg 
Street in Austin, with two daughters, Helen, 13, and Catherine 5.  Elizabeth Sieck had been 
born in Texas, owned the house, which was worth $2,000, and had lived in this same house in 
1935.  She was a poultry farm owner.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows Ben and Elizabeth Sieck 
living on the Upper Georgetown Road in Austin, with their daughter, Helen, 3, and son, Ben A. 
Sieck, Jr., 2..  Ben and Elizabeth Sieck were both 33 at the time of the census report.  Ben 
Sieck had been born in Texas to German-born parents.  He was listed as a poultry farmer.  
Elizabeth had no occupation listed.  The 1920 U.S. Census shows Ben A. Sieck living as a 
lodger in the home of Joel Simsbury in El Paso.  His brother, John Sieck, a clergyman, also 
lived as a lodger in the Simsbury house.  Ben Sieck was an oil lease agent. 
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Story on the death of young Ben A. Sieck, Jr. 

Austin American, May 6, 1933 
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Story on the death of Ben Sieck 

Austin American, August 12, 1934 
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Funeral notice for Ben Sieck 

Austin American, August 13, 1934 
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Obituary of Elizabeth Sieck 

Austin American-Statesman, November 26, 1991 
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Water service permit to Elizabeth Sieck (1950) 

 

 
Sewer connection application by Elizabeth Sieck (1951) 

 



 D.3 - 15 

 

 
Building permit to Elizabeth Sieck for the construction of a carport and breezeway and for 

demolition of the existing detached garage (1962) 
 

 


