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Dessau Hall
Austing TX

Dessau, Texas was & small town located eleven miles northeast of Austin and two miles southwest of Plugerville in
northeastern Travis County, Settled by German mmigrants in the latter half of the 15th century it was named after the
city of Dessau i Germany.! Dessau Hall, located at 13422 Dessau Road, was a two story building built by the jocals in
1876 as a venue for (traditional polka) dancing and (Genman) music. It was the site of many German May Fete

celebrations and other family events 2

The Desazu Band of the 18905
Phata courtesy Martha Ssasom and Community [ingact

Though the population of Dessau itself rarely ever grew above fifty the hall was a popular attraction and drew erowds
from Austin and surrownding commmmities, By the 1930s and 1940s, dancing to the sound of big bands was popular,
Some of the well-known bands that played Dessau Hall during this era meluded Harry Jares, Glen Miller, Gy
Lombardo, Tomnry Dorsey, Artie Shaw, Stan Kenton and Woody Herman. The original structure bumed down in the
early 1940s, and a new single-story building was erected at the same location.?

The new hall was known for a tree that grew in the center of the dance fioor, Accordmg to Joe W, Neal, a retwed
professor af ntercultural commmunication at The University of Texas, "It was one of the most popular entertainment
spots af that time. I remember when we returned from the war in 1943, everyone headed to Dessan Hall to
dance and listen to the big bands."?

Haok Williarrs at Desaau Hall- 1950
Phatz courlery Jim Orebowske ond The Aystig Chronicle
As country and western msic became popular artists ke Bob Wills, Hank Williams, Ernest Tubb and Charlie Louvn
performed at Dessau Hall Jimmy Heap, 8 western swing band leader from Taylor, Texas, along with his band the
Melody Makers played there on Saturday nights broadcasting over radio KTBC m Austin® KTBC was owned by
then-Senatar Lyndan Johnson and his wifs Lady Bird,
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Dessau Hall
Austin, TX

Dessau, Texas was a small town located eleven miles northeast of Austin and two miles southwest of P fugerville i
northeastern Travis County. Settled by German immigrants in the latter balf of the 19th cenhury it was named after @
city of Dessau in Germany.! Dessau Hall, located at 13422 Dessau Road, was a two story buiding built by the loca
1876 as a venue for (traditional polka) dancing and (German) rusic, It was the site of many German May Fete
celebrations and other fimily events,?

u Band ofthe 1
Photo towtey Martka Smsom and Commynity [mosct
Though the population of Dessau itseif rarely ever grew above fifty the hall was a popular attraction and drew crowds
from Austin and surrounding commmmities. By the 1930s and 1940s, dancing to the sownd of'big bands was popular,
Some ofthe wel-known bands that played Dessau Hall during this era nchided Harry James, Glen Milier, Guy
Lombarde, Tommy Dorsey, Artie Shaw, Stan Kenton and Woody Herman. The origina! structure bumed down in the
early 19408, and a new single-story building was erected at the same location.?

The new hall was known for a tree that grew in the center of the dance foor, Accordmg to Joe W, Neal, a retired
professar of intercultural cormrumication at The University of Texas, “Jt was one of the most popular entertainment
spets at that time. I remember when we returned from the war in 1945, everyone headed to Dessau Hall to
dance and listen to the big bands."*

% g [ia8 b T » bt O
Hank Williams st Dessau Hali - 1950
Fhoto courteay Jim Grabowske end The Augtio Chronicle

As country and western music becarie popuiar artists tke Bob Wills, Hank Willisms, Emest Tubb and Charlie Louvin
performed at Dessau Hall Simmy Heap, & westem swing band leader from Taylor, Texas, along with his band the O
Melody Makers played there on Saturday nights broadcasting over radio KIBC in Austin® KTBC was owned by
then-Senator Lyndon Johnson and his wife Lady Bird.

scoltymoore.net/Dessauktall it M2



w3

O

scotiymoare, net/DessauHall.htrml

Scotty Moore - Dessau Hall Austin, TX

et
limmy Heap (2nd from left) and

the Melody Makers
Photo courtesy L Mgy

Heap's first recording was a song written by band member Horace Bamett called "The Dessau Hall Waltz." The
response after they started playing it on their radio program every afternoon at K'TAE in Taylor was so great it
eventually led to a contract with Irmperial Records. They would later have a hit with Eddie Miller's "Release Me."
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DESSAU MALL
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December 1952 ads for the Skyline and Dessau Hall in Austin Statesman
oourtEy - J

According to Bilboard, D.R. Price was the owner and operator of Dessau Hall and that November had armounced a
new "Western Music policy” there where once a month they would book a name band, though the cub never became
exclusively coumtry. On December 19, 1952 Dessan Hall featured the big band sound of is Ripplt
Rhbythm while the same night, less than a few miles away, Hank Wiliams made his last ever public performance at the

Skyline Chib. By 1953 Red Jones at XVET in Austin was promoting weekly dances at the Hall*
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DESSAU HALL

For Ruservations.
Call §70S, PRugerville

Tonite O

SPOT DANCE it |
TONITE! 1 ; ! f
f

DESSAU HALL

[
DOVG

A THE SWING ROYS

For Reservations,

Cal) 1703 Pmugnim

Ads fromMarch 16 and 17, 1955 in the Austi:; é:atm:mn
Courtesy Auiiy Huploey Conter
On March 17, 1955, Elvis, Scotty and Bill performed at Dessau Hall This date was the week befars the band made

their first trip to New York to audition for the Arthur Godfrey's Talent show and accordmg to Peter Guralnick m LL;O
Ly by Day the dates this month were booked by Bob Neal,

Scotty, Elvis and Bill at Dessnu Hall - Mer. 17, 1955
Photo courtesy G 1. Riff
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Scotty, Blvis and Bill at Dessau Hall - Mar. 17, 1955
Photo courtesy Ger J. RiT

Scotty, Elvis and Bill at Desgau all - Mar, 17, 1955
Pheto courlesy Stgyp Boane
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* Scotty, Bivis and Bill st Desssu Hall - Max, 17, 1955
Photo coustesy Sieve Doge

Earlier that month they had returned to the studio and recorded both 2 sow and an up-tempo version of "I'im left,
Yyou're right, she's gone" which was the first time drums were used on one of their recordings. They were played by
Junrme Lott, who happened to also be the first non member of the Blue Moon Boys to record with them, though some

accounts suggest that Doug Poindexter of the Wranglers may have played rhythm guitar on Just Recause m Septermber
of 54.

S EY [FES T -5 3
Elvis with & fan a1 Desaou Hall - Mar_ 17, 1955

Fhotg esimeny Oee . Rl

scaottymoore,net/DessauH il htmi 512



2aing Scofty Moore - Dessau Hall Austin, TX

Elvis a1 Desssu Hall - Mar, 17, 1955
Phota countery Ger J. Riji

It was the first of only four appearances by the band in Austin (or its outskirts in this instance), By their next appearance
in town, at the Austin Sportcepter the following August, they would have DJ with them, who not long after through the
efforts of Scotty and Bill would become a flll tme member of the band. The club would later host acts ke Patsy Cline,
Lorefta Lynn, Willie Nelson, George Strait, Merle Haggard, Don Waiser and many more,

e R

) Elvis with fans outside Dessau Hall - Mar, 17,1955
Pholo courtesy Jer J. RijIT
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Elvis with fans outside Dessau Hall - Mar, 17, 1955
Phola courteay O I, RijT

’ R e i
Elvis wilh fhns outside Dessau Hall - Mar, 17, 1955
Phote courtesy Ger J. R{jT
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In 1967 Dessau Hall burned to the
The new club featured chandeliers,

2 by
s outside Dessau Hall - Mar, 17, 1955
Photn courtesy Ger 1. RiT

ground again but was rebuit again in 1969 3by Arkie Sawyer and Leona Kincl.
red velvet wallpaper and the largest floating wood dance floor i Texas at 3,000

square feet. The troe wnfortunately did not survive the fire,s

L il

Jack Green, Hub Sutter, Johny Bush, Tiny Smith and Floyd Tillan - Jan 1957

e e T i |

Photo courtesy Wired For Spund (added July 2, 20t1)
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o o
Louisiana Hayride alumni David Houston receives a poster signed by fans as a
Vaientine at the Hall from Jerry Green, program director at KOKE - Apr. 24, 1971
Photo courtesy Biflboerd

. Dessu DGOHI. in 19 . . . O
Phote courtesy webrhots

The 1500 capacity hall was bought by the Persiger brothers in 1997 who scrapped the chandeliers and velvet

walpaper. Over the next few years the chub as a Tejano Nightspot or frat hangout under one theme or another was filled

most nights with a lineup that ran from blues to rock to country, with a heavy accent on local talent. Thoughina few
years it too would be empty agam.?

Acnal vicw of building at 13422 Dessau Rd. Austin, TX - 2008

Pholo couriesy Microsol Exthdais O
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fbuilding n 13422 Dessau Rd. ust. TX-2008
Photo courtesy Microsofl Esrthdsta

The buiding was purchased in May of 2009 by Robin Bagley of East Texas who refiwbished # in the tradition of the old
Dessau Hall with & similar Iook and fel as its glory days.?

Deassau Hall refurbished - 2009
Fhoto eowrtesy Qooglo Streetview

The New Dessau Hall dance floor and stage - 2009
Phate sourteay Thy New Doway Holt MySoscs
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The New Deasau Hall Dance floor and stage - 2009
Fhoto courtesy The New Desgay Hall MySoser

‘The walls were pamted red to mirror the origmal red velvet wails, and many ofthe old light fixtures were fund in
storage, polished and rewired for use agam. Red velvet curtains mmg on the stage, and old newspaper clippmgs found at
the hall were framed and hung on the walls. The old chandelier was found hanging fom the rafters above the dropped
ceiling, refurbished and hang aver the refinished dance floor. They held a grand opening on June 13, 2009 witha
capacity crowd and a line around the building waiting to get in? Unfortunately the club was again closed by the following
year.

El Gran Mexicano night club (former Dezsau Hally at 13422 Dessau Road - Oct. 14, 2010
Photo © Janos V. Roy

ikt A -

No Gang Clothing Inside - Dress Code Strictly Enforced - Oct, 14, 2010
Photo © Jemes V. Roy

Today the town of Dessau has been swallowed up by Austin's urban spraw! but the mam remaining landmark is the
dancehall buildmg at the mtersection of Dessau and Howard.¢ Though once remote, the focation is now a rather heavily,
populated residential and ndustrial area. The former dance hall is currently the and oper
only a few nights a week.

page added December 15, 2010
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v Like 6 penple ke this, Sign Up to see what your friends Rke.

taccording to Texas Post Offices by County by John J. Genmon and Myron Janzen, courtesy
2gountesy "Deszau Hall Reppens® by Pam Stephenson, Community Inpact Newspaper - Aug 7, 2009

! according to iy Heap Intorview with Ray Campi courtesy Elgetric Earl
*secording to Bilboard Magazine July 19, 1952, Nov. 29, 1952 and Jan. 31, 1953

O “occording to Toms Live Music Venues Opened before 1980 courtesy Texms Music Office

“according to Copperfield Area - Northeast Austin Historicg] Notes

Aliphotos on this site (that we didn’; borrow) unlesa otherwise indicated are the property of either Scotty Moore or James V. Roy and
unauthorized uze or repraduction 18 prohibited.
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