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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 25, 2013 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

1300 CANTERBURY STREET 
HDP-2013-0024 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1940 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame house with ornamental eave brackets on 
the front gable; single and paired 1:1 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1940 by George Layton, who built it as an investment property.  The 
first known owners and occupants of the house were Cecil and Rachel Needham, who 
rented the house.  Cecil Needham had been brought up on farms in Fayette and Travis 
counties, Texas, and by 1940, was married and working as a “hot shot man” for the Texas 
Public Service Company (the forerunner to Southern Union Gas).  The Needhams lived here 
for only a short period; around 1942, the house was rented by Frank and Janie Swan.  
Frank Swan was a native of Sweden; he came to Travis County in 1900 and settled on a 
farm.  In 1905, his widowed mother, Mary, joined him; they were living on a rented Travis 
County farm according to the 1920 U.S. Census report.  By 1930, he had married Mary 
Jane Florida (Janie Swan), who had several children from a former marriage; they were 
apparently adopted by Frank Swan and given his surname.  In 1930, Frank Swan was 
working as a laborer in a lumber yard; by 1940, he was working as a laborer for the Texas 
Public Service Company.  After Frank died in July, 1943, Janie Swan remained as a renter 
in this house until the early 1950s.  Andrew and Basilia Trevino rented the house from the 
early 1950s through the mid-1960s.  According to the 1940 U.S. Census, Andrew Trevino 
was working as a florist’s helper in private yards; he had no occupation listed in the city 
directories of the 1950s, but by 1962, was listed as the proprietor of Ritter’s Service Station 
at 1401 E. 1st Street.  He died in Austin in 1966.  Andrew and Sara Gonzales rented the 
house from the mid-1960s through the late 1970s.  He is listed as a laborer in city 
directories.  
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1300 Canterbury Street 
ca. 1940 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1300 Canterbury Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2013 
 
1992  Elicio and Maria Perez, renters 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE: The directory indicates that Elicio and Maria Perez were new residents at 
this address. 

 
1985-86 Jose D. Delgado, renter 

No occupation listed 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Jose D. Delgado was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1981  No return 
 
1977  Andrew and Sara Gonzales, renters 
  No occupation listed 
1973  Andrew Gonzales, renter 
  Laborer 
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1968  Andrew Gonzales, renter 
  Laborer 
 
1962  Andrew and Basilia H. Trevino, renters 
  Proprietor, Ritter’s Service Station, 1401 E 1st Street. 
 
1957  Andrew and Basilia H. Trevino, renters 

No occupation listed 
 
1953  Andrew and Basilia H. Trevino, renters 

No occupation listed 
 
1949  Janie Swan, renter 
  Widow, Frank Swan 
  Nurse 
 
1947  Janie Swan, renter 
  Widow, Frank Swan 
  No occupation listed 
 
1944-45 Janie Swan, renter 
  Widow, Frank Swan 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Frank J. Swan, a laborer, and Lucille Swan; no occupation stated. 
 
1941  Cecil M. and Rachel Needham, renters 
  Driver, Texas Public Service Company 
 
1939  The address is not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Cecil and Rachel Needham (ca. 1940 – ca. 1943) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Cecil and Rachel Needham as the renters of this house.  Cecil 
Needham was then 24, had been born in Texas, and was a “hot shot man” for the Texas Public 
Service Company.  Rachel Needham was also 24 and had been born in Texas.  She had no 
occupation listed.  The couple had a daughter, Shirley, 4. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Cecil Needham as the 14-year old son of Marion and Marian 
Needham, who lived on a rented farm on Kennedy Road in Travis County.  Cecil was the oldest 
of the four Needham children living on the farm.  The 1920 U.S. Census shows the Needham 
family living on a rented farm on the Flatonia and Cistern Road in Fayette County, Texas.  The 
census report also shows that Cecil had an older sister, Wilma, who was then 5 (Cecil was then 
4). 
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Obituary of Cecil Needham 

Austin American-Statesman, May 24, 1993 
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Frank and Janie Swan (ca. 1943 – ca. 1951) 
Frank W. and Janie Swan appear in the 1940 U.S. Census, renting the house at 1105 Taylor 
Street in Austin.  Frank Swan was then 58, had been born in Sweden, and was a laborer for the 
Texas Public Service Company.  Janie Swan was then 43, and had been born in Texas.  She 
had no occupation listed.  According to the 1930 U.S. Census (below), this was a mixed family, 
with Janie’s daughter, Myrtle, 15 (but with the surname of Swan), and the couples’ four children 
together: David, 11, Lambert, 8, Walter, 7, and Patricia Ann, 1.  All of the children had been 
born in Texas, and none had an occupation listed. 
 
Frank and Janie Swan also appear in the 1930 U.S. Census report, living in a rented house at 
1310 E. 22nd Street.  Frank Swan was listed as a laborer at a lumber yard.  The census also 
reveals that Frank J. Swan was the Janie Swan’s son from a prior marriage, as was Lucille 
Swan, and Myrtie.  The oldest of the couples’ children was David, who was then 1 year old. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Frank Swan living with his widowed mother, Mary, on a farm in 
rural Travis County.  Frank Swan had come to the United States from Sweden in 1900; his 
mother had come in 1905. 
 

 
Obituary of Frank Swan, the husband of Janie Swan 

Austin American, July 2, 1943 
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Funeral notice for Frank Swan 

Austin American-Statesman, July 4, 1943 
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Obituary of Janie Swan 

Austin American, November 5, 1971 
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Funeral notice for Janie Swan 

Austin American, November 6, 1971 
 
 
Andrew and Basilia Trevino (ca. 1951 – ca. 1966) 
The 1940 U.S. Census report shows Andrew and Basilia Trevino living in a rented house at 
2000-B Riverview Street in Austin.  Andrew Trevino was then 25, had been born in Texas, and 
was a florist’s helper in private yards.  Basilia Trevino was then 27, and had been born in Texas.  
She had no occupation listed.  The couple had three children:  Manuel, 9,  Arthur, 7, and Dora, 
2.  All of the children had been born in Texas. 
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Obituary of Andrew Trevino 

Austin American, July 28, 1966 
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Funeral notice for Andrew Trevino 

Austin American, July 29, 1966 
 
 
 

 
The 1935 Sanborn map shows the site of the current house as a vacant lot. 
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The 1962 Sanborn map shows the house. 

 
 
 

 
Sewer connection application by George Layton for this address (1940) 

NOTE:  There is no evidence that George Layton ever lived in the house. 
NOTE:  There are no original construction building permits nor a water service permit for this 
address extant in City records. 

 
 


