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STAFF BRIEFING ON HELI-FACILITIES /'
Item: Staff briefing on heli-facilities

Description: Proposed recommendations for changes to chapters 13 and 25 of the City
Code, as retated to heli-tacilities.

Proposed Recommendations: See attached draft language and prescntation.

Background: Initiated by City Councit on November 8, 2012 (Resolution 2012 1 108-
052)

In response to abundant helicopter traffic associated with the Formula One Circuit of the
Americas race that occurred in November 2012, and various concerns from
ncighborhoods and businesses about said helicopter traffic, the City Council issued
Resolution 20121108-052. This Resolution directed statf to work with stakeholders to
develop recommendations for changes to Chapters 13-1 and 25-2 of the City Code,
related to definitions, criteria, transparency, compatibility, and discretion, as related to
heli-facilities.

Council Resolution 20121108-052 also requested that proposed recommendations be
presented Planning Commission (as well as the Zoning and Platting Commiission, and the
Austin Airport Advisory Commission) for feedback.

Board and Commission Actions

Planning Commission — Feedback and input on proposed recommendations will be
solicited at the March 12, 2013 meeting. No formal action is being requested.

Council Action
City Council — A public hearing has not yet been set.

Ordinance Number: NA

City Staff: Greg Dutton Phone: 974-3509 Email: greg.dutton @austintexas.gov

| 3/6/2013
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RESOLUTION NO. 20121108-052

WHEREAS, helicopter operations and related facilities, both permanent and
temporary, are addressed in the City Code Chapter 13-1 (Aviation Services) as

well as Chapter 25-2 (Zoning);

WHEREAS, temporary heli-facility operations in the past have had

minimal negative impacts on surrounding residents or businesses;

WHEREAS, permits for temporary heli-facilities have historically

authorized 10 or fewer helicopter operations;

WHEREAS, the potential exists, under certain interpretations of the City
Code, for the authorization of temporary heli-facilities servicing helicopter
operations that extend well beyond the historic operation levels and that would

thus cause significant disruption and noise to nearby residents and businesses;

WHEREAS, the community would be well-served by clarifying and
enhancing the City Code related to temporary helicopter facilities and
addressing, among other elements, appropriate allowable purposes, limits on

individual aﬁd collective permits, advance notice to and feedback from the
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public and nearby property owners on applications under consideration, criteria
for discretion in authorizing permits, requirements for compliance with Federal

Aviation Advisory Circular 150/5020-1 (Noise Control and Compatibility

Planning for Airports), conditional andfor temporary use permitting

requirements, and applicability of general heli-facility requirements;

WHEREAS, interested parties on heli-facility issues include, but are not
limited to residents of Austin as well as adjacent municipalities, helicopter
operations providers, large event producers, and property owners and managers
of facilities that potentially may be used as temporary helistops or located in

close proximity to one; NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

That the City Manager is directed to engage stakeholder representatives to
develop recommendations for modifications to the City Code Chapters 13-1 and
25-2 that clarify definitions, Code requirements, and enhance criteria,
transparency, compatibility, and discretion in the authorization process for

temporary and permanent heli-facilities;

Be it further resolved, that the City Manager is directed to present

recommendations to the Planning Commission, Zoning and Platting
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Commission, and the Austin Airport Advisory Commission for feedback and to

report on the recommendations to the City Council by March 31, 2013,

ADOPTED: _ November8 2012 ATTEST:
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PROPOSED CHANGES TO CHAPTER 25

[J§ 25-2-861 FACILITIES FOR HELICOPTERS AND OTHER NONFIXED WING
AIRCRAFT.

(A) The following are conditional uses in all commercial, industrial, and special
purpose base districts:

(1) aheh-facility, helicoptertandingsite, or heliport, as defined in
Chapter 13-1, Article 4 (Heliports and Helicopter Operations);, and

(2) except as provided in Subsection (B), a landing field for hot air balloons
or nonfixed-wing aircralt.

(B) An advertising or promotional event involving the use of a hot air balloon is
a permitted use in all commercial, industrial, and special purpose base districts. The
approval of the building official, the director, and the director of Aviation is required
for the event.

Source: Section 13-2-270; Ord. 990225-70; Ord, 03121]-11.
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