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Appendix 2 

Alternative Techniques for Environmental 

and Growth Management (Matrix X-Axis) 

and Environmental Concerns (Matrix Y-Axis) 
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Matrix 
Identifier 

A 
B 
C 
D 

E 
F 
G 
H 
I 
Il 

J 
K 
L 
M 

N 
o 
P 
Q 
R 
S 
T 
U 

v 
w 
X 
y 
Z 
AA 
BB 

APPENDIX 2 

ALTERNATIVE TECHNIQUES FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND GROWTH MANAGEMENT 

(MA TRIX X-AXIS) 

Acquisi tion 
-Fee 

Alternative Technique 

- Less than fee 
- Restrictive covenants 

Dedication (by exaction or incentive) 
- Of control facilities or structures 
- Of detention facilities 
- Of opep space, parkland, or greenbelt 
- Of ROW, affordable housing 
- Money in lieu 

Public Improvements (CIP process) 
- Service area defini tion/ expansion 
- F acili ty si ting 
- Access provisions 

Development Intensity Controls 
- Impervious cover {%} 

- by slope 
- by watershed unit 

- Densi ty controls 
- by watershed unit 
- by type of disposal system 

- Site disturbance controls (%) 

Erosion/Sedimentation Controls 
- Non-structural 

-(cross-reference to Devel. Int. controls) 
- preservation/maintenance of swales 
- soil stabilization/restoration require:nents 
- runoff quality and quantity performance standards 
- cut and fill controls 
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Matrix 
Identifier 

CC 
DD 
EE 
FF 
GG 
HH 

II 
JJ 
KK 
LL 
MM 
NN 
00 
PP 
QQ 
RR 
RRI 

SS 
TT 
UU 
VV 
WW 
XX 
yy 

ZZ 
AB 
AC 
AD 
AE 
AF 
AG 
AH 
AI 

APPENDIX 2. (Cont'd) 

Alternative Technique 

- Structural 
- areawide grading, berms, diversion structures 
- grade stabilization 
- street sweeping 
- peak shaving basins 
- fU tration basins 

Hydrological/Drainage Controls 
- Waterway development controls 
- Floodplain restrictions 
- Structural (channel) modifications 
- Detention structures/ fU tration 

- site 
- regional 

- Storm sewer/runoff requirements 
- Surface drainage channels 
- Alternative methods 
- Ground water/aquifer protection 

Roadway Requirements 
- Siting/alignment considerations 
- Clearing limi ts 
- Cut and fill restrictions 
- Completion time requirements 
- Driveway requirements 
- Bridge and street crossing standards 

Wastewater Disposal 
- Organized systems 

- construction specifications 
- setbacks from creeks/tributaries 

- Individual systems 
- lot/drainfield size minimum 
- watershed unit restriction 
- slope restrictions 
- alternative systems 
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Matrix 
Identifier 

AJ 
AK 
AL 

AM 
AN 
AO 
AP 
AQ 

AR 
AS 

AT 
AU 
AV 
AW 
AX 
AXl 

AY 
AZ 
BB 
BC 
BD 
BDl 

BE 
BF 
BG 

BH 
BI 
BJ 
BK 

APPENDIX 2. (Cont'd) 

Alternative Technique 

Spoil Disposal 
- Watershed unit restrictions 
- Cut and fill restrictions 

Vegetation Restrictions 
- Clearing/disturbance percent restrictions 
- Tree protection 
- Landscape standards 
- Restoration standards 

Water Pollution Control 
- State/Federal/Municipal solid and hazardous waste 

regulations 
- State/Federal/Municipal discharge require~ents 
- Waterway development controls 
- Storage facility specifications 
- Spill prevention and control requirements 
- Street/parking lot sweepage 
- Aquifer recharge controls 

Construction Phase Controls 
- Time limits for site disturbance 
- Approval of detailed construction sequence plan 
- Clearing restrictions 
- Vegetation/restoration require:nents 
- Enforcement of design specifications/quality control 

Structural/Foundation Requirements 
- Special building code provisions 
- Full disclosure require:nents 

Land Use Controls 
- Zoning 
- Subdivision controls 
- Critical areas controls 
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Matrix 
Identifier 

BL 
BM 
BN 

BO 

BP 
BQ 
BR 

BS 

BT 

BU 

BV 

BW 

BX 

APPENDIX 2. (Cont'd) 

Alternative Technique 

Annexation 
- Full purpose 
- Limi ted purpose 

Taxes and Fees 

Administrati ve Processing 
- Systemic delay 
- Fast track 

Moratoria/Interim Controls 

Numerical Limits (Cap or Target) 

Cultural Resources Requirements 

Air Quality Require:nents 

Education/Volunt ary Programs 

MUD Creation Ordinance 
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Matrix 
Identifier 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 

APPENDIX 2 (Cont'd) 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS 

(MATRIX Y-AXIS) 

Concern 

Water Quali ty 
- Surface water 
- Point sources 

- industrial discharges 
- wastewater treatment plant discharges 
- lift station spills 
- hazardous material spills 
- landfill leaching 

- Non-point sources 
- septic tanks in soil-limited areas 
- sewer line leaks 
- pollutant loading from impervious cover 
- storm sewer discharge 
- other urban runoff (RO) 
- agricultural runoff (incl. wastewater irrigation) 

- Ground water 
- landfill leaching 
- hazardous waste si te leaching 
- sewer/line leaks/ww irrigation 
- contamination from recharge zone development 
- septic tank seepage 
- detention pond seepage 

Erosion and Sedimentation (E&S) 
- Bank erosion of creeks and tributaries 

- increased channel flow from urban RO 
- destabilization of banks from construction 
- unconstrained storm sewer discharges 

- Construction on slopes 
- High E&S rates during construction 

- clearing of vegetation 
- destabilization of surface soils 
- increased RO velocity and volume 

- Other alteration to natural drainage 
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Identifier 

34 
35 
36 

37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 

47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 

56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 

62 

63 

64 

APPENDIX 2 (Cont'd) 

Concern 

- Alteration of natural erosion/deposition processes 
- Diversion of channel flows 
- Alteration/concentration of natural overland flow 

Hydrology 
- Flooding 

- high hazard flood areas 
- building in lOa-year floodplain 
- rebuilding in lOa-year floodplain 

- Other floodplain modifications 
-Increased volume and velocity of RO due to development 
- Storm sewer discharges 
- Diminished rate of aquifer recharge 
- Diminished rate of seep/spring discharges 

Ecology 
- Loss of natural areas/fragile ecosystems 
- Loss of critical habitat 

- rare or unique biota 
- migration paths/ overwinter si tes 
- aquatic habitat (quantity and quality) 

- Loss of unique/fragile environmental features 
- Nuisance species 
- Accumulation of pesticides in fish 

Public Health and Safety 
- (Cross-reference hydrology and water quality) 
- Structural deficiencies/building failures 

- building on soil-limited areas 
- building on steep slopes 
- building on fill, reclaimed disposal areas 

Recreation/ Aesthetics/Open Space 

Land Use Compatibility 

Cul tural Resources 
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65 

66 

APPENDIX 2 (Concluded) 

Concern 

Agricul tural Land 

Air Quali ty/N oise 
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Appendix 3 

Walnut Creek Critical Areas Workshop Participants 

A-12 



r 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

c 
[ 

[ 

[ 

l 
l 

l 
[ 

APPENDIX 3 

WALNUT CREEK CRITICAL AREAS WORKSHOP 

Workshop Advisory Committee 

Don Peterson 
Dorothy Ahart 
Albert Johs 
David Vann 

Workshop Participants 

George Perry 
Ben Brown 
Phillip Joseph 
John Hrncir 
Bill Quinn 
Peter Coltman 
Tom Christensen 
Jeryl Hart 
Blake Magee 
Ed Kutac 
Linda Berg 
John Hamilton 
Harold Gumm 
William E. Montandon 
R. E. Tucker 
Sarah Bailey 
Larry Deuser 
~elinda Longtain 
Janet Klotz 
David Vann 
Pete Fasulo 
Pamela McCullough 
Frank & Dora Marx: 
Will Shepherd 
Leonard R. Voe Hinger 
John Hirsch 
Eve Williams 
Dorothy Ahart 
May Schmidt 
Willie O. Gage 
Mark H. Denton 

Lorraine Channah 
Jim Jenkins 
Willie O. Gage 
DeAnne Peterson 

Wibert & Verda Krause 
Stuart L. Dattner 
Albert G. Johs 
Mark Turnbough 
Bill Coltharp 
Tom Hoerstman 
Doren R. Eskew 
Patrick Hartigan 
Chuck Sexton 
Craig A. McMahan 
Roy Frye 
Linda Car lisle 
Larry & Frances Garner 
Bill Burba 
Elsie Craven 
Mark Maddern 
Tad Carlisle 
Mike Personett 
David Parkhill 
Monica Schwanitz 
Jim Jenkins 
Nora Mullarkey 
Rick Fuszek 
Kolleen Willwerding 
Elizabeth Badger 
Maureen McReynolds 
Jerry Southard 
David Pimentel 
Leigh Leonard 
Tom Van Zandt 
Lee Sherrod 
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City of Austin Staff Workshop Participants 

Craig Bell 
Ronnie Moore 
Josh Farley 
Lawrence De Roche 
Elizabeth Badger 

Greg Toth 
David Pimentel 

Planning & Growth Management Dept. 
Office of Land Development Services 
Planning & Growth Management Dept. 
Office of Land Development Services 
Office of Environmental Resources 

Management 
Public Works Department 
Public Works Department 
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Appendix 4 

Workshop Citizen Comments and Correspondence 
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S800 R.I~h.r Drlv. 
A~.tln TX 7872) 

STATEHENT OF EDYARD A. KUTAC BEFO~E CITY or A"STIN'S WAlN~T 
CREEK ENVI~ON"ENTAl YORKSHOP 

"y n.~. I. Edw.rd A. K~ •• ~. live .t 5800 R.I~h.r Drlv.' 

appr.~I.te the Invitation to ~ak ••• t.t ••• nt .t thl. h •• rln~. 

In thl. pre.entatlon whon I r.'.r to U.ln~t Cr •• k, I ••• n 

little W.lnut Cr •• k and BI9 W.'n~t Cr •• k, p'~' the two .'t.r 

th.lr ~on'lu.nc •• 

"y part'c~'ar 'ntero.c 'n the broed .en.a I. the protact'on 

and pre •• rvaclon a' the nat~re' .nv.ron.ent. "y .~p.rt' •• , ., .ny, 

I. bird •• nd p'ant •• h.v •• t~d'.d bath .xt.n.'v.'y .nd h.v. 

t.~ghl c •••••• an both .ubJ.ct •• nd r.p~l.r'y g'v. progra •• to 

InC.r •• t.d group. 'n both .ubJ.ct.. I~t. 0' cn~r •• , yo~ can't h.va 

bird •• nd p'.nt. ~nl.,. th.lr ,p.c'a' r.qu'r.m.nt. ar ••• t .nd th •• 

~g.t. to the pr ••• rv.tlon 0' hab.t.t. On. h.b't.t ••••• pac'."y -~nc.r.,c.d In I. the pr ••• rv.tlon 0' "ood pl.ln ••••• p.cla' 

.co.y.t •• a' th.lr own. worthy a' prot.ctlon and .tudy 'or th.'r own 

.ek •• 

Th. "ood p'a'n I. actu ••• y p.rt 0' tha .tr •••• tha .tr ••• JUlt 

do •• nat u •• It v.ry o't.n. So whan w •• p •• k 0' • '00 y •• r "ood 

p'.'n w ••• an tha .tr.em on'y u •••• t onc. p.r cantury. on ev.rag •• 

"ood p'.'n. ar. w.l •• ult.d 'or park •• 'ar.'ng, ranch'n •• netur.1 

.ree., .tc., •• th ••• u.e. ar. e.eh .nh.nc.d by p.r'od'c "ood'ng. 

Th. "oad. Incr •••• the '.rtility 0' the '011. 'Iood plelnl .r. 

not w." .ulted 'or ra.ld.ntle' or com •• rcle' bulld'ng •• 

With the det. av."eble now, "oad. er. pred'ct.b •••• to 

'r.qu.ncy 0' occurr.nc.. lut'n .p't. a' thl. th.r •••• "ood 

.v.ry .'ng'. d.y In the Unlt.d St.t •• which c.u.a. proparty '0 •• 
and too 'r.qu.ntly, 10 •• 0' II' ••• w.". S'nc. "ood •• ra 

~ 

C'J ,......-.., ---. C"""'J :----"l r-; 

- Z -

pr.dlct.bl ••• t ••••• r.th.r 'oolh.rdy 'or gov.rn •• nt to ,.r.lt 

d.v.'op •• nt In "ood p'.'n. but w. do. Gov.rn •• nt .v.n qn •• to 

c-J 

the .~t.nt 0' .p.ndlng tex .on.y to g'v ••• d to p.r.on. who ,u".r 

"ood 10 •••• wh.n •• t ••••• to •• , ,ov.rn •• nt .hould b. pr.v.nt'n. 

the con.truct'on 0' bu. In •••••• nd ho ••• In 'load prone .r.... In 

our .r •• the prob' •••• co.poundad b.c.u •••• t.ro'ogl.t •• r. 

cont'nue'ly • wern.ng u. th.t the •• 'cona. (.c.rp.ent •• the ... t 

, ••• h "ood prone .r •• 'n the Un't.d St.ta.. (v.ry y •• r or '0 th.r. 

'1 e '5 plu. 'nch r.'n .o •• wh.r •• Iong the •• c.rp •• nt. Th. Sho.1 

Cra.k "a.or'.' D.y flood w •• the r •• ult 0' • 7" downpour. Th. 

pro.p.ct 0' • IS" r.ln on the upp.r W.lnut Cr •• k w.t.r.h.d I. 

t.rrl'y'ng. Th. "r.t r.co ... nd.tlon •• to urge no hu •• n develop •• nt 

In the 'load pl.'n 0' W.lnut Cr •• k. 

Th. C'ty 0' Au.t'n h •• or"n.nc •• which .tta.pt to r.gulet. 

Incr •••• d runo" b.c.u •• 0' d.v.lop.ent .nd th •••• r. good. I h.v. 

wond.rad I' .t .'~ht not be batter to p •••• n ord'n.nc. ,t.tlng th.t 

., • co ••• rcl.' bu •• d'ng or r.,'d.nc ••• "ood.d 'roe rl.lng w.t.r, 

tho .ortg ••••• r. c.nc •••• d, pe.d 'n 'u", th.r.by .hl'tlng the 

d.c','on 0' wh.t ••• "ood prona .r.a 'roe gov.r~ .. nt to the 

'.nd'ng co •• un'ty. 

To ••• nlitur ••• r •• It • p'.c. whiCh It I.ft .Ion.. II.,. the 

p'.nt •• nd en' •• ', th.t occur thar •• r. 'a't to "v. unhlnd.red by 

the .ct'vlt ••• 0' •• n. Th.r.',. wond.r'ul dlv.r.lty a' pl.nt. 

.nd .n' •• ', .'ong W.lnut Cr •• k .nd .t b.hnov •• u. to glv. th •• 

prot.ctlon. On the n.t'on.1 '.v.', the N.t'on.' r.rk S.rvlc. 

pr ••• rv •• I.nd In th', w.YI an the .t.ta lev~I, T.~ •• '.rk •• nd Ulldl". 

D.p.rt •• nt h •• two or thr •• St.t. M.tur.1 Ar •••• th.r •• r. non. In 

Tr.vl. County .nd non. In .ny county th.t bord.r. Tr.vl. County. 

It would •••• to .. t".re It •• nucll obllgUlon on the p.rt 0' 'oc., 



~ 
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-l 
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government, city and/or county. to preserve netural areas as nn 

Ih. 51al~ an~ ~alional l.v.l. In the past I h~ve seen r.ray rox 

along W.lnul Creek, dozens ~nd dozens of hlrd species, ~19rant 

wood warblers, Deltell ~in9fI5hers. Red-I,eeded Yoodpeckers, Rlue 

.nd Rose-hre.5te~ r.ro51Iea~5, ned-talleJ and Ped-shouldered Hawks 

haYe nested as ~~ell 85 f,!..eat tlorneiJ Ow15~ f haven't Seen. Red-

.hould.r.d tI.w~ .Inn9 Ih. cre.~ In V •• ". Green Klnqfl.h.,. h .. v. 41 1,. 

been reporle~"" gnt! cold ",inter there were Red Crnt,hl lis alnnq 

the cr •• ~ n.ar FM 9L9 .... ~ v.ry rftr. winter vlsltnr 10 (entral 

le •• s. A fine yrove of ~,.Ir,ul trees hAve been reported between 

De5sau Po.d and III 35. ~o to SO feel In hei!1ht; there I, • stand 

on Rur Oal .10°9 the cree~ near Loyola Drive a(ln I have seen 

Baslard Oak. In null Ie Jnr,lan Park. tt.erefore ur~e 111e preser-

valian of some natura' are.,. the larger the ~ettert along the creek 

to perpeluate Ihe diverslly of the flora ~nd fauna. This could 

be rart of e.isting p~r~s or new areas. or ~oth • 

If I can be of asslstence please let me ~now. 

RespeClfuliV I b I u m tted 

~~~- _/ . 
-/ ~ ~ . -

Co .~fA, '-:r1 
edward A. Kuaftc 

c-J !""""""""I C"""'J c-J .~ -:7) 

STATEMENT O~' CRAIG McMAHAN. 

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT 

General St.lelDenl: The .... 1'1'.'" 10 ~ ... IIicieDI OpeD 'P .. ce I"fI--upla ... S. wblcb 

are uodeweloped and rlpariaQ are •• --lo con.ider W'baa .Ildlife manAlelDeal U • 

p.,t of tbe oyer .. U plan. lde.Ul'. moel of the [" .. btm.: ,.ooded ....... ) abown oa lbe 

workahop m.p lbould ~ left WMIeyetoped for enhancement of b .. bil.l. ThIS II DOl 

too much 10 le.ye for tbe aize of the ... terobed. 

Of put Icu"'r IIIterelt I. the larlle open .p .. ce aouthe ... t of lhe jwocture 

of Braker Lane &Dd C .. meron Ro.d. A. I rec.lI. IbIS i. Aabe jwliper/o."'ced., .1 .. 

upLaDCla .imila, to eac&I'pment vellet41.tion. 

The Ten. Park. aDd Wlldhfe Depu-Iment ia iDt ..... led III prO.-i<hnll 

technic.1 .. slotance Ihould urban .i1dlife m ...... lemenl. with ... IIlcieDI open 'P.ce. 

~ delillnated as wildlife habltat/oatu ... 1 .,eu. 

Craill McMahan. 
Ten. P ...... aDd WIldlife Depu-Iment 

SpeCIfiCAUl'1 

(II Referred area - we.t of Pioneer F ... m area 
(Z) Bottoml&Dd area belween US lYO &Dd M .... or Road 
U) Area ~Iow Lol'ola Road 

c-1 
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FION. 

DATI. 

.....-- r--: r--"I ("""j r-'l -

MEMORANDUM 

To. V.n Z.ndt ••••• ,. Hu.ton • A •• oct.t ••• nd 
.l ••• both •• d •• r. Off.co of 'nv'ron •• nt.l ••• ourc •• 

L.'lh N L.on.rd. It.ff In.'n •• r, 
Watar and V •• t.vatar Depart.ant 

Octob.r 2 •• a ••• 

c:::::l 

IU.~'CT, VALHUT c ••••• UIL.C ••• T •• O • 
•• IULTI O' CULTUIAL/ ••• TO •• C ••• OU.C •• OIOU •••••• 0. 

Th. cultur.l/h'.tor'c r •• ourc ••• rou. d.d not uttl ••• tho .o.t •• l 
Irou. t.chn.qu. tn td.n'tf,tn. .tlntf'c.nt r •• ourc... Tb • 
•• rttct •• nt. 'n ,h •• rou. f.lt th., tho .tructur. of tb •• ro.o •• d 
t.chntqu. v.. not ••• ltc.bl.. Th •• rou. ..tth.r v.nt.. to 
td.nt.f, .p.c.f.c •• t •• (for f •• r of v.nd.lt •• ). nor '0 r.nk tho 
•• n.r.l c.t •• ort.. vhtch v.r. It.,.d. .n.t •• d, .n outltn. of 
po •• lbl. .r... of v.lu. v •• cr •• t.d. .nd • .ro.o •• l for • 
prot.ctton .tr.t •• , for.ul.t.d. Th. pro.o •• l t. outl'n.d b.lov. 

~ 
I 
~ 

001. Conduct • co.pr.h.n.'v. 
v.t.r.h.d. 

'nv •• tti.tton of tho .nttr. 

A. ..r. prof ••• lon.l .rchoolo".t ••• thnolo.t.t •• nd 
cultur.l an,hro.olo.t., •• 

•• • •• In v.th .n .rchtval ••• rch. cont.cttn •• 11 .oct.,t •• 
and or •• nt •• ,ton. vtth pr •• tou.l, co •• tl.d t.for.atto •• 
•• ol.t •• o •• tbl. or ••• of .t.nt'tc.nc •• nd conduct 
.rch.olo.tc and .thnolo.tc .urv., • 

C. 

D. • t •••••• r ••• of h'.tor'c .nd cul'ur.l ••• ort.nc •• 

II. 'r'or"' •• F'ndtn •• 
A. H.v. prof •••• on. l •• t .t •••• n ord.r of h'.tortc.l 

.t.ntf'c.nc •• nd v.lu •• 
•• Hold .ubl.c ••• t.n. vtth conc.rn.d c"t •• n. '0 .valu.'a 

.nd r.nk r •• ul'. of 'h. tnv •• 't,.,to •• 

III • •• l.c' .ppro.r'.'. prot.ct'on .tr.t •• , for •• ch r •• ourco. 
A. For .al .tt •• , t.k. proc.dur •• '0 .vo.d d •• tructton of 

.tt •• vh.r.v.r po •• tbl •• 
•• I.cord .at.t.nc. of .tt. prtor to d •• truct'on. 
C. .l.c •• d.nt.f"n ••• rk.r .t loc.t.on. of for •• rl, 

.t.ntftc.nt .tt ••• 
D. lac.v.t •• tt •• nd r.cord d.t.tl •• r.cov.rtn. tt ••• tf 

.pproprt.t •• 
•• .r ••• rv. tnt.ck throu.h publtc d.dtc.tton of l.nd 

cont.tntn •• tt •• 

c:::::l C'1 
,.....-.., c:::::l ro-"\ - ::-:-J -

Th. .rtortt, for tht. v.t.r.h.d t. to td.nttf, vh.t t. thor •• 
Vh.l •• t •• po •• tbl. for loc.l .ap.rt •• nd co •• un.t, r •• td.nt. to 
•• nor.t •• f.trl, co.pr.h.n.tv •• nd d.t.tl.d It.t of knovn .tt ••• 
" vould b. tnco •• l.t. unttl •• urvo, t. conduct.d. .t t. 
t.po •• tbl. to •• t.blt.h prtorttt •• for prot.ctton unttl r.l.ttv. 
v.lu •• of .11 .t, •• c.n b. d.t.r.tn.d. 

.t t. po •• tbl. th.t d.v.lop.r. .t.ht h. vtlltn. to co.t 
participate t •• co.prahan.tva aurv.y. It t. coat affect Iva to 
td.nttf, ond d.ol vtth po •• tbl. '.v.lop •• nt .robl... .rtor to 
b •• tnntn. con.tructton. 10 •• d.v.lop.r. or. bo.tnntn. to r •• lt •• 
tho t •• ortonc. of •• rl, td.nttftco'ton .n ovotdtnl co.tl, d.l.,. 
ond tho po •• tbl. vtthholdtn. of f.d.rol fund •• 
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Tom Van Zandt 
Espey, Huaton , Asaociatea 
P. o. Box 519 
Austin, TX 78767 

Dear Tom: 

r--""I ~ - ---, 

December 5, 1984 

Thanke for aending the aet of reaource .apa produced aa a reault of 
the Walnut Creek Reaource Inventory vorkahop. I believe that the exer­
ciae vaa uaeful and viii be intereated in aeeing how the workahop input 
influencea land uae in the Walnut Creek vaterahed. 

In our group (Natural Areaa/Wildlife Habitat), there vaa conaiderable 
concern expreaaed for "prairiea" and tbat category ended up ranked 16th 
among the top tventy concerne. Hovever, after aeercbing tbe .ap dili­
gently, I could find no erea deaignated No.· 16. Obvioualy, tbere are 
no known prairiea in the vaterebed. In fact, it ia doubtful tbat there 
are any true prairie remnante in tbe Au.tin city It.ita end unlikely 
that any exiat in tb. ETJ. 

Dr. Fred Smeina in the Department of Range Science at Te.aa A'" Univ.r­
aity haa aaaiated tbe city of Auatin in a.arcb.a lor viabla prairia 
remnant a for aaveral yeara now and 1 don't balieve that be baa turned 
up any. Recently, our plant ecologiat, Dr. David Di .. ond, accompanied 
Lea Stone and aoma of her ataff to e.amina allelad prairia aitea, nona 
of vbicb proved out. 

I vould Uke to _pbaaba asain that .oat "prairiea" in tbe city vhich 
ere touted for aoae fora of protection ar. actually old fie Ide vhich 
have aucceeded to little blueatem dominated communitiea. Thaae are not 
prairie communitiea in any aenae of the vord. 

c::l 

In any rapidly dave lapins urban area, there ia a 5-10 year las betveen 
the time that lend becDaea unauitable for faraina becauae of rieinl land 
valuea end taxea and the time that virtually all of it becomea developed. 
Durins thia period, the parcela that re.ain undeveloped revert to old 
fielda and become dominated by el.oat solid atanda of little blueatem. 
It ia theae remnant a that often attract the attention of open space en­
thuaiaaU and become the object of "prairie" preaervation efforta. 

c::l 

Hr. Van Zandt 
pase 2 

:J r:-J 

1 vould hate to eee the city of Auatin vaate time, .oney and "environ­
.ental capital" on theae old field re.nanta. There are relict natural 
areaa in the Walnut Creek vaterahed and other vateraheda in Auatin that 
are vorthy of protection. To paaa over theae riparian habitata and ex­
pend time, energy end .oney on gra.alanda that are .. rely revegetated 
paaturea and fielda ia not only vaateful, but deceitful. 1 dialike even 
aeeing "preiriea" liated aa a lowly 16th on the liat of prioritiea, at.ply 
becauae 1 do not believe that there are any re.aining in the Walnut Creek 
vaterahed. 

Dr. David Di..and ia probably the leading authority on prairie communitiea 
in the aouthern Great Plaina. If you or any of your ataff receive reporta 
of re.nant prairiea that you would like checked for Buthenticity, ve viii 
be glad to aake David available to you. Likevise, Brown Collina, on your 
ataff at Eapey, Huaton ia .oat knowledgeable about prairie communitiea, 
and vould be a goad .ource of advice and counael. 

Thanke again tor the mapa and congratulationa on coordinating a good, 
productive planning tool. 

s~~c~~er·:l 

~
~ ~ 

'-....Jr1~ 
len Brown 
Coordinator 

BAI:bb 
CCI Ilizabetb Badger 

r-J 
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ESPEY, HUSTON & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
Engoneering & [n •• ronmenla' Consullanls 
po, BOX 519 AUSTIN, IEXAS 78767 

(512) 327·6840 

ZO S"pt"mb"r 198-& 
TWK '101141391 
E H Aasoc Au. 

D.~ar : 

Thl! City of Austin, through It. Office of Environm"ntal Resourc". 
Managem''"t and Esp"y, Huston lie Associat"., Inc., the City's consultant, Is 
prl!s''"tly conducting an "nvlronmental protection and growth management .tudy for 
thl! Walnut C"'I!k wat"rshl!d. As part of this procl!ss, we arl! planning to hold a 
citiz"ns' re.ourcl! information workshop in lall, October, and WI! would very much 
apprl!c\ate your participation. 

Thl! Walnut Crl!I!k watl!rsh"d, which contains a divl!rsl! colll!ction of 
uniqul! and valuabll! natural r"sourCl!', is locat"d In onl! of the most rapidly 
dl!v"loping sl!ctors of Austin. To achi"ve maximum compatibility butwl!en this 
dl!vl!lopment and the '!Dvironm"ntal Integrity of thl! ar"a, car"'ul planning I. 
"s'I!ntial. Thl! kl!Y to good planning, of courSl!, I. good Information, and thl! 
proposed workshop is ba.ed on th" Idlla that somt! of thl! b"st !though oft"n 
ov"rlooklld) .ourcll. of information arll th" p"opll! who lIvt! In and arc knowl"dgeabl" 
about the plannlns arl!a. 

Your nam" was ,uggll.t"d by th" workshop advisory commlttl!I!, wbicb I. 
composed primarily of Walnut Crl!I!k watershl!d rc.id,,"t .. The committee was asked 
to Id"ntify p"oplll known to hav" particular knowll!dgl! or concern about onc or mort! 
of th" following rl!.ourc" cat,,!!ories, 

Water RcsQurcus 
Natural Ar"as/Wildlifl! Habitat 
Sc"nic/R"crllational Arl!as 
Hi.toric/Cultural Ar"as 
Hazard Arl!as/GI!ological R"sourcl!' 

We sincl!r"}y hopl! you will b" abll! to att"nd thl! workshop ." •• 100, which 
will la.t about 2-3 hour •. The timl! and placl! for thl! workShop arl! as follo",s: 

Time: TUl!sday, OctopI!r 23,1984 
5:30 p.m. 

Placl!: Tracor - Dining Room 
Building IX 
Tracor Lanl! (off Ed Blul!.tdn Blvd.) 

Uood and drink. will bl! avallabll!) 

c:-J r-J LJ L:-:l 

e h ESPEY, HUSTON .. ASSOCIATES, INC. 

20 S"ptOlmb"r 1984 
Pall" 2 of 2 

If you think you mlsht bl! abll! to attl!nd, pl"as" mark your caltmdar now. 
W" ",Ill sI!nd you a rl!mlnd"r a "'''I!k or SO bufore th" workshop datI!. 

In addition, thl! Intl!rlm Report on thl! Walnut Cr""k Watershl!d Environ­
ml!ntal Protl!ction Plan la now avallabll! from thl! City's Offic., of Environm.mtal 
Resource Manasement (SCI! attachment). 

Thanks vl!ry much. WI! look forward to your contribution to this planning 

"'fort. 

Yours sincurl!ly, 

Tom Van Zandt 
Proj"ct Manager 

TVZ,aws 

enclosure 

---, 
, J 
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September 1&, III. 

To All Intereated Cit lien.: 

In 1113 the City Council .uthorlled the Ollie. of Envlronmant.1 
Reeource Menegement to preper ••• tudy 01 ,rowth .aneg •• ent 
atr.te,le. lor the W.lnut Creek W.t.r.hed. Th. Int.rlm r.port 
lor the etudy hee been compl.t.d .nd I. now .vallable to 
Intere.ted per.on. Ire. 01 ch.rg. Irom the City 01 Au.tln Offloe 
01 Envlronmentel Reeource M.n.,ement. The new ollie ••• re 10-
celed .t 1700 South Lam.r Boulev.rd. The lollowlng I •• brl.f 
.ummary 01 the materl.1 pre.ented In the Interim report. 

The W.lnut Creek w.ter.hed cover. &7 .qu.re mile. In the northern 
.nd e •• tern ere •• 01 Au.tln. The m.jorlty 01 the w.t.r.hed, m.de 

~ up 01 the Little Walnut Creek .nd Big W.lnut Cre.k aub-b •• ln., 
~ lalle within ,rowth area. II .nd III In Au.tln'. de.lm.ted 
~ ,rowth corrIdor. Both w.ter.hed •• re .xpected to und.rgo 
~ dr.matlc ,rowth In the luture wIth the more urb.nlled Llttl. 

W.lnut Cr.ek W.t.rahad experIencIng. 3'\ Increa •• In d.v.lop.d 
.cree .nd the Ie •• dev.lop.d Big W.lnut Cr •• k W.t.r.h.d 
Incre •• lng 70\ by 2005. 

Mo.t 01 the .xp.ct.d growth wIll b •• n Incr •••• In r •• ld.ntl.1 
I.nd-u... Concurrent wIth r.pld d.v.lopm.nt I •• proj.oted 
populatIon ,rowth ot 100\, or 110,100 people by 1005. 

The purpo •• 01 thl. InterIm report I. to provIde the publlo with 
b •• ellne Inlorm.tlon on the n.tur.1 re.ource. 01 the w.terehed. 
O.ologlc, bIologIc .nd hydrologlo r •• ourc.a .re de.crlb.d, .Ionl 
with .en.ltlv. n.tur.1 r •• ource •• uch ••• quller r.ch.r, •• one • 
• nd hl.torlc.1 .It •• , economlc.lly v.lu.bl. r •• ourc ••• uch •• 
• grlcultur.1 land .nd mlner.l •• nd h.l.rdou. reaourc.e th.1 •• y 
tmpoee d.velopment.1 oontr.lnt •• uch ••• xpan.lve oley .011 •• nd 
Iloodpl.tn •• Exl.tln, .nd luture lacilitle. and .ervlo ••• re 
r.vlewed. Community concern •• re Identilled .nd e queatlonn.lr. 
I. Included In the report. lhe re.ponae. to whIch wIll help 
determine prlorltle. lor envlronment.1 prot.otlon end growth 
m.n.gement. 

IntereRt.d Cltllen. 
September IZ, 1.14 
P.g. Z 

L1 r---'t :---J 

A Iinal rrport recommending protection prlorltl.a and atrat.,I.a 
lor the W.lnut Creek Water.hed will be .v.ll.ble In Novemb.r. 

II you have any qu.etlon., pie ••• c.'l Bll.abeth aad,er or 
Koll.en Wllw.rdln, .t 441-0144. Th.nk you. 

Sincerely, 

'l'i"~~~SJ iI1Y~t.Vv 
11llUreen McReynold., Ph.{(. 
ActIng ChIef EnvIronmental Ollicer 
·Envlronment.1 Re.ource Man.gement 

~:KW:tr 


