State of the Environment Report
April, 2000
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On June 16,1996, the City Council approved an ordinance directing the City Manager

to appoint an Environmental Officer to ensure that environmental protection is given

-

he highest priority and to produce an annual report regarding the state of Austin's
environment. This fourth annual report addresses the state of our environment using

the foiiowiﬂg environmental indicators: wafer'shed protection, air quality,

dlspoSal, and open space acqmsrhons are excefien't. Envwonmenfai equl'ty issues on

the east side of town are being addressed, but we must continue to be respansive
to environmental equity concerns as they are identified. Air quality and energy

capacities are high priority areas that merit extra attention in the year 2000.

WATERSHED PROTECTION - Last year the Watershed Protection Department's

waigrsnzd mdtcu‘fﬂt‘. TheeEII was cons‘rruc‘red by, |den’rzfymg and ,condensmg ‘rhe
following six protection categories: contact recreation (swimming/wading); non-
contact recreation/aesthetics; water and sediment quality. habitat quality index: and

aquatic life support.

AIR QUALITY- Air quality in the Austin-San Marcos Metropolitan Statistical Area
(MSA) (Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis, and Williamson Counties) has been declining in



recent years and area residents are suffering corresponding negative impacts on
aesthetics and health. In 1999, the amounts of ground-level ozone recorded at

regional monitoring sites exceeded the maximum amount allowed under the Federal

Clean Air'Act. For viola

ﬂh’g this standard, the region i$ now squéc‘f to a“non-

attainment” designation by the U.5. Environmental Protection Agency. We expected

SOLID WASTE/HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL - The City continues to provide

outstanding opportunities for its citizens to dispose of solid and/or hazardous
wastes in an environmentally responsible manner. The safe disposal or recycling of
household hazardous waste has grown from less than 50 000 pounds in 1986 to
almost 600,000 pounds in' 1999. As of March 1, 1999, the City landfill no longer= =
accepts garbage due to its proximity to the new airport. Two existing private, -

permitted county landfiils are used to dispose of garbage. Landfill space is adequate

years.

WATER SUPPLY/CONSERVATION - Water consumption in the Austin areahas

steadily increased over the years due to consistent growth inthe entire Central
Texas region. In August 1999, the City supplemented its ample stete-adjudicated

water rights with additional water reserves purchase from the Lower Colorado Rivér -

Authority (LCRA) through a new water sipply agreement. These combined supphies

should meet demands for raw water within Austin's service area through the next 50

years.

The Water Conservatioh Program reduced peak day demand by 1,250,000 gallons per
day in 1998-99. The total peak day reduction has been approxittiately 6.5 milfion




program. .

OPEN SPACE - While the steady rise in our grbwfh rate and ensuing development has
caused the amount of overall area open sﬁace to decrease, the City's aggressive open
space policies and purchase of preserve land has kept pace. with ﬂ'le increase. in
preserves; ;hubitatf pr‘eSer'ves for endanger'ed $pecies: :and:.wcn“e.r :quah‘ty' land.. The

r'e'tro of parkiand pe.r' L, 000 reS:denfs is 24 acres - ubom‘ i'he. same m‘ho fhaf exlsfed _

I"E.SIden‘l’S

ENERGY CONSUM?'E[ON/CONSERVAHON Generation of electricity has more
than 'rr'ipled since 1975 due to growfh exper-ue.nced in the Serwce area. During the
summer of 1999, Austin Energy experienced an excephonu!iy high demand for
e.iecfr'lca’ry, r'eachmg peak demand of 2,180 megawaﬁs in August. In fact, Austin

Ener'gy was one of ?he few Ic:r'ge. utilities in Texas to meet fhe. demands of every

Recurring unseasonably warm summers and steady gr'owfh wnil requlre. AuSTm Energy
to add at least 500 me,gawaﬂs of generation and demand side manuge.men't toifs
system by 2005. . B

In chm.mry 2000 Austin Ener'gy formally launched its Green Choice program, whlch
offers all customers (resudemici comrne.rc:al and mshfu’rlonal) the oppor"runl‘ty to have
their electrical energy supplied by renewable sources - the wind pro ject, landfill

methane facilities, and Austin's existing and planned solar electric facilities.
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,ESflmﬁfEd Ener‘gy USB Reductlons SRR S T
21.8 megawatts in required pawer- plcmt capacﬂ'y
27,764 megawatt-hours energy savings
36.6 miilion cubic feet of natural gas

Eshma‘red Armuul Power' Plan Emlsswn Reduchons
o Sulfue:Dioxide: 7 A 9. 3 metric tons
: :.e;;;Nt’rr'agen OXIdes 46.8 metric tons
22.6 metric tons
25,000 metric tons
: Tot_al S_usp_ended,Rar‘iﬁcu!a’rgs_;_.. 1.4 metric tons.

ENVIRONMENTAL EQUITY Envuronmenfai Equrry ;ssues con’rmue to be lden'nfled

Recycling 'facdrl'y urnong ofhers htghllgh‘l‘ed fhe need for fhe. Crl'y to become more
involved and accesslble to fhe comrnum'ry |
The East Ausf:ri Eh#ironmenfal Im?mhve (EAEI) com‘mues fo pr-ov:de educnﬂon cxnd

direct commumcahon and its blannual newsieﬂer isa vehicie. for- enhancmg commumty.ﬁ

outreach efforts. Ttis :mpor"ran'r for the ley to focus on pr‘oblem areas and deal

with issues as soon as ?hey arise.

were cample’red in fwo of ?he Easf Ausfm Overiay neighborhoods m FV98/99
Currently plans are under'way in four of the five Central Easf Ausfm nelghbor-hoods

and the f:f‘rh wﬂl be m:ﬂa’red before ’rhe end of 2000




