MEMORANDUM

TO: Planning Commission

FROM: Lee Heckman, AICP
Planning and Development Review Department

DATE: March 12, 2013

SUBJECT: C€814-2012-0160/211 South Lamar Boulevard PUD
Postponement Request and Additional Materials

Postponement Request

City staff is requesting a postponement of this rezoning case until April 9, 2013. A
memo requesting the postponement distributed to you last week indicated a
postponement date of March 26, 2013.

However, the application was postponed by the Waterfront Planning Advisory Board until
April 8, 2013, at their meeting yesterday. Consequently, staff is extending the
postponement request until April 9, 2013.

Additional Materials

Attached please find materials received by staff after the current packet was compiled.
included is a letter of opposition from the Zach Theatre and several area resident
stakeholders.

Additionally, please find a memo and PUD notes table distributed yesterday by the Zilker
Neighborhood Association to the Board Members of the Waterfront Planning Advisory
Board.

-

Lee Heckman, AICP
Planning and Development Review Department
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City of Austin

T HE AT R E

Planning & Development Review Department

Case Number: C814-2012-0160

Contact: Lee Heckman, 512-974-7604
Publlc Hearing: March 12, 2013 - Planning Commission
March 28, 2013 - City Council

Dear Mr. Heckman,

This letter is to inform you that Zachary Scott Theatre Center {(ZACH) objects to
the rezoning request outlined In case number C814-2012-0160.

in 2008, ZACH was approved to build an 80 ft fly tower in the new Topfer
Theatre, A copy of that particular ordinance Is attached for your reference. in
addition, at that time, ZACH agreed to support objections for requests of
additional height buildings in the surrounding area, if asked to do so by the
strrounding neighborhood associations,

As you can see from the ordinance, ZACH's right to height In excess of 60 ft
was based on the unique requirements of a professional theatre buliding,
which attributes do not apply to commercial or residential buildings. For that
reason, the Topfer Theatre fly tower height is not an appropriate precedent to
cite in support of additional height for nearby resldential bulldings.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this opposition,

Sincerely,

st Chatlnes.

Elisbeth Challener

ZACH Managing Director
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PHONE 512.476.0594 rax 512.476.0314

oFFICES/MAIL 1510 TOQOMEY ROAD, AUSTIN, TX 78704
THEATREfBOX OFFics 202 S, LAMAR, AUSTIN, TX 78704
ZACHTHEATRE.ORG
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ORDINANCE NO. 20080724-082

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE SECTION 25-2-531 TO CREATE A
HEIGHT LIMIT EXCEPTION FOR FLY TOWERS ASSOCIATED WITH A
PUBLIC PERFORMING ARTS THEATER.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

PART 1. City Code Section 25-2-53] (Height Limit Exceptions) 1s amended to add a
new Subsection (G) to read;

(G} A fly tower that 1s constructed within a performung arts theater that seats 300
or more people may be up to 80 feet height, regardiess of the zoning
district height fimet, unless a lower height limit 15 required by City Code
Chapter 25-2, Article 10 (Compatibility Standards) The fly tower must be
(1) located on land owned by the City of Austin, and

(2) designed and used for moving set pieces, lights, microphones, and
other equipment on and off stage,

PART 2. The city council finds that public performing arts theaters of sufficient size to
include a fly tower for moving set preces, hights, microphones and other equipment on
and off stage generally provide stgmficant community benefits

PART 3. The city council directs the City manager not to consider the height of a fly
tower granted a height exemption under Part | of ths ordinance as a factor m any
recommendation regarding height entitlements for structures 1n the surrounding area
PART 4. This ordinance takes effect on August 4, 2008,

PASSED AND APPROVED

§
July 24 , 2008 g WMM

Will Wynn
APPROVED: Q"C“k\/\ ATTEST:

Mayor
David Aliah Smith
Caty Attorney

Shirley A
City Clerk

ntry

Page 1 of'1
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Zilker Neighborhood Association

www.zilkerneighborhood.org ¢ zilkerna@austin.rr.com
1115 Kinney Ave. #42 ¢ Austin, TX 78704 ¢ 512-447-7681

March 11, 2013

Waterfront Planning Advisory Board
City of Auslin

At the February 25, 2013, meeting of the Zilker Neighborhood Association, the general
membership voted once again, as they have numerous times since the 1980s, to support
the Waterfront Overlay and to oppose the construction of a highrise on the banks of the
Colorado River. The subject of this particular vote was the PUD proposal at 211 South
Lamar. In general, ZNA objects to the creation of this PUD on this site because:

* The primary objective of the Waterfront Overlay is to preserve the views and public
Open space along the river by preventing the construction of tall buildings too close to
the river. A 96-foot high building 35 feet from the south end of the Lamar Bridge and
the Pfluger pedestrian bridge is a classic example of what the Waterfront Overlay was
created to prevent. The 60-foot maximum height limit must be enforced on this site.

* Besides the Waterfront Overlay, ZNA's Vertical Mixed Use proposal, which was
approved and praised by the Planning Commission and the City Council, governs
both parcels in this case. The west parcel, fronting on S. Lamar, was opted into VMU
with dimensional standards, affordability, and 60% parking reduction. From what we
have seen so far, this PUD rejects the VMU options. The east parcel, on Lee Barton in
front of the Paggi House, was specifically opted out of VMU because of our desire to
protect the historic Paggi House, its trees, and its connection to the waterfront and the
adjacent public green spaces.

» Finally, the objective of the PUD ordinance is to “result in development superior to that
which would occur using conventional zoning." ZNA has participated in ongoing efforts
over the last 30 years to improve the deveiopment standards that are applied on the
South Shore and all along S. Lamar. Those efforts have been codified in the WO,
VMU, and current commercial design standards. The PUD proposed here does not
meet those standards and will result int a project that is inferior even to nearby projects
built before those standards were written into the Code.

The attached draft table addresses each of these points as they relate to the Tier | and JI
PUD requirements. As you will see, the PUD application seems to be a moving target,
and our analysis has generated a great many questions. We hope that the board will
postpone any decision on this PUD until these questions are answered and gaps in the
information are filled.

Thank you for your service on this vitally important board.

Sincerely yours,

Lorraine Atherton
Newsletter editar, on behalf of the
ZNA Executive Committee

ZNA Officers, 2012-2013
Gardner Sumner, President # Richard Gravois, Vice President ¢ Andy Elder, Vice President
Jacob Scheick, Secretary ¢ Merriman Smith, Treasurer

Tony Giustino, ANC Delegate ¢ Lorraine Atherton, Newsletter Editor Exhibit C - 61
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