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AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MEETING 
MINUTES TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 2013 
 
 
The City Council of Austin, Texas convened in a Work Session Meeting on Tuesday, March 26, 2013, City 
Hall at 301 W. Second Street, Austin, Texas. 
 
Mayor Leffingwell called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.     
 
COUNCIL ITEMS OF INTEREST 
  
The Mayor introduced the agenda for the March 26, 2013 Council meeting and allowed Council to give 
input or ask questions on any item posted on the agenda.  Staff was available to provide verbal responses to 
Council questions.  Discussion was held on the following items taken from Thursday’s agenda. 
 
16. Approve a resolution consenting to special legislation that would create the Onion Creek Metro Park 

District, consisting of approximately 700 acres of land located east of IH 35 south of Nuckols Crossing 
Road, conditioned upon the inclusion of certain provisions in the legislation creating the district. 

  
31. Approve a resolution initiating a City Code amendment to codify the downtown density bonus program as 

related to the central urban redevelopment (CURE) combining district, directing the manager to process 
the amendment, and establishing the policy that the City Council will use the adopted Downtown Austin 
Plan bonus program as guiding principles to review future CURE zoning requests when exercising its 
discretionary zoning authority. (Notes: SPONSOR: Council Member Kathie Tovo CO 1: Council 
Member Laura Morrison) 

 Direction was given to staff to share the memo from Jim Robertson, Planning and Development 
Review with Council in which he outlined various options for Council and to confirm how long it 
will take the consultant to complete the recalibration of the costs listed in the Downtown Density 
Plan. 

 
40. NPA-2012-0021.02 - East Riverside Corridor Regulating Plan (East Riverside/Oltorf Combined (EROC) 

Neighborhood Planning Area) - Approve second/third readings of an ordinance amending Ordinance No. 
20061116-055, an element of the Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan by adopting the East Riverside 
Corridor Regulating Plan and changing the future land use designations of approximately 815 acres from 
various future land use designations to Specific Regulating District (SRD), on property in the EROC 
Neighborhood Planning Area located along or in proximity to East Riverside Drive, between IH-35 on the 
west and Grove Boulevard on the east (Harper's Branch Watershed, Town Lake Watershed, Country Club 
East Creek Watershed, Country Club West Creek Watershed, Carson Creek Watershed). First Reading 
approved on March 7, 2013. Applicant and Agent: Planning and Development Review Department. City 
Staff: Erica Leak, 974-2856. THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR THIS ITEM WAS HELD AND CLOSED 
ON NOVEMBER 8, 2012. 
A postponement of this item will be requested at the Council Meeting. 
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41. NPA-2012-0005.04 - East Riverside Corridor Regulating Plan (Montopolis Neighborhood Planning Area) 
- Approve second/third readings of an ordinance amending Ordinance No. 010927-05, an element of the 
Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan by adopting the East Riverside Corridor Regulating Plan and 
changing the future land use designations of approximately 271 acres from various future land uses 
designations to Specific Regulating District (SRD), on property in the Montopolis Neighborhood 
Planning Area located along or in proximity to East Riverside Drive, between Grove Boulevard on the 
west and State Highway 71 on the east (Country Club East Creek Watershed, Carson Creek Watershed, 
Colorado River Watershed). First Reading approved on March 7, 2013. Applicant and Agent: Planning 
and Development Review Department. City Staff: Erica Leak, 974-2856.  THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR 
THIS ITEM WAS HELD AND CLOSED ON NOVEMBER 8, 2012. 

  A postponement of this item will be requested at the Council Meeting. 
 
42. C14-2012-0111a - East Riverside Corridor Regulating Plan (East Riverside Neighborhood Planning Area) 

- Approve second/third readings of an ordinance amending Chapter 25-2 of the Austin City Code by 
rezoning 13 tracts (approximately 228 acres) within the East Riverside Corridor Regulating Plan 
boundaries, on property in the East Riverside Neighborhood Planning Area located along or in proximity 
to East Riverside Drive, between IH-35 on the west and Pleasant Valley Road on the east (Harper's 
Branch Watershed, Town Lake Watershed, Country Club West Creek Watershed) from unzoned, rural 
residence-neighborhood plan (RR-NP) combining district zoning, multi-family residence-low density 
(MF-2) district zoning, multi-family residence-low density-conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (MF-
2-CO-NP) combining district zoning, multi-family residence-medium density (MF-3) district zoning, 
multi-family residence-medium density-conditional overlay (MF-3-CO) combining district zoning, multi-
family residence-medium density-neighborhood plan (MF-3-NP) combining district zoning, multi-family 
residence-moderate-high density (MF-4) district zoning, multi-family residence-moderate-high density-
conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (MF-4-CO-NP) combining district zoning, multi-family 
residence-highest density-conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (MF-6-CONP) combining district 
zoning, limited office-neighborhood plan (LO-NP) combining district zoning, limited office-conditional 
overlay-neighborhood plan (LO-CO-NP) combining district zoning, limited office-mixed use-conditional 
overlay-neighborhood plan (LO-MU-CO-NP) combining district zoning, general office-neighborhood 
plan (GO-NP) combining district zoning, general office-conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (GO-CO-
NP) combining district zoning, general office-mixed-use-conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (GO-
MU-CO-NP) combining district zoning, neighborhood commercial-neighborhood plan (LR-NP) 
combining district zoning, neighborhood commercial-vertical mixed use building-conditional overlay-
neighborhood plan (LR-V-CO-NP) combining district zoning, community commercial (GR) district 
zoning, community commercial-conditional overlay (GR-CO) combining district zoning, community 
commercial-mixed use-conditional overlay (GR-MU-CO) combining district zoning, community 
commercial-neighborhood plan (GR-NP) combining district zoning, community commercial-mixed use-
neighborhood plan (GR-MU-NP) combining district zoning, community commercial-mixed use-
conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (GR-MU-CO-NP) combining district zoning, warehouse/limited 
office-conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (W/LO-CO-NP) combining district zoning, general 
commercial services(CS) district zoning, general commercial services-conditional overlay (CS-CO) 
combining district zoning, general commercial services-neighborhood plan (CS-NP) combining district 
zoning, general commercial services-mixed-use-conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (CS-MU-CO-NP) 
combining district zoning, commercial-liquor sales (CS-1) district zoning, commercial-liquor sales-
neighborhood plan (CS-1-NP) combining district zoning, commercial-liquor sales-mixed-use-conditional 
overlay-neighborhood plan (CS-1-MU-CO-NP) combining district zoning, and lake commercial-
conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (L-CO-NP) combining district zoning to East Riverside Corridor 
(ERC) district zoning. The proposed zoning changes will implement the land use recommendations of the 
adopted East Riverside Corridor (ERC) Master Plan. First Reading approved on March 7, 2013. Applicant 
and Agent: Planning and Development Review Department. City Staff: Erica Leak, 974-2856.  THE 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR THIS ITEM WAS HELD AND CLOSED ON NOVEMBER 8, 2012. 

  A postponement of this item will be requested at the Council Meeting. 
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43. C14-2012-0111b - East Riverside Corridor Regulating Plan (Pleasant Valley Neighborhood Planning 
Area) - Approve second/third readings of an ordinance amending Chapter 25-2 of the Austin City Code 
by rezoning 14 tracts (approximately 365 acres) within the East Riverside Corridor Regulating Plan 
boundaries, on property in the Pleasant Valley Neighborhood Planning Area located along or in proximity 
to East Riverside Drive, between Pleasant Valley Road on the west and Grove Boulevard on the east 
(Country Club East Creek Watershed, Country Club West Creek Watershed) from rural residence (RR) 
district zoning, rural residence-neighborhood plan (RR-NP) combining district zoning, single family 
residence-large lot-neighborhood plan (SF-1-NP) combining district zoning, single family residence-
standard lot-neighborhood plan (SF-2-NP) combining district zoning, family residence-neighborhood 
plan (SF-3-NP) combining district zoning, multi-family residence-low density (MF-2) district zoning, 
multi-family residence-low density-conditional overlay (MF-2-CO) combining district zoning, multi-
family residence-low density-neighborhood plan (MF-2-NP) combining district zoning, multi-family 
residence-medium density-conditional overlay (MF-3-CO) combining district zoning, multi-family 
residence-medium density-neighborhood plan (MF-3-NP) combining district zoning, multi-family 
residence-moderate-high density (MF-4) district zoning, limited office-mixed use-conditional overlay-
neighborhood plan (LO-MU-CO-NP) combining district zoning, general office-mixed-use-conditional 
overlay-neighborhood plan (GO-MU-CO-NP) combining district zoning, neighborhood commercial-
mixed use-conditional overlay (LR-MUCO) combining district zoning, neighborhood commercial-
neighborhood plan (LR-NP) combining district zoning, neighborhood commercial-mixed use-conditional 
overlay-neighborhood plan (LR-MU-CO-NP) combining district zoning, community commercial (GR) 
district zoning, community commercial-conditional overlay (GR-CO) combining district zoning, 
community commercial-mixed use-conditional overlay (GR-MU-CO) combining district zoning, 
community commercial-neighborhood plan (GR-NP) combining district zoning, community commercial-
mixed use-neighborhood plan (GR-MU-NP) combining district zoning, warehouse/limited office-
conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (W/LOCO-NP) combining district zoning, general commercial 
services (CS) district zoning, general commercial services-conditional overlay (CS-CO) combining 
district zoning, general commercial services-mixed-use-neighborhood plan (CS-MU-NP) combining 
district zoning, commercial-liquor sales (CS-1) district zoning, commercial-liquor sales-neighborhood 
plan (CS-1-NP) combining district zoning, industrial park-neighborhood plan (IP-NP) combining district 
zoning, and limited industrial service-neighborhood plan (LI-NP) combining district zoning to East 
Riverside Corridor (ERC) district zoning. The proposed zoning changes will implement the land use 
recommendations of the adopted East Riverside Corridor (ERC) Master Plan. First Reading approved on 
March 7, 2013. Applicant and Agent: Planning and Development Review Department. City Staff: Erica 
Leak, 974-2856.  THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR THIS ITEM WAS HELD AND CLOSED ON 
NOVEMBER 8, 2012. 
A postponement of this item will be requested at the Council Meeting. 

 
44. C14-2012-0112 - East Riverside Corridor Regulating Plan (Montopolis Neighborhood Planning Area) - 

Approve second/third readings of an ordinance amending Chapter 25-2 of the Austin City Code by 
rezoning 11 tracts (approximately 235 acres) within the East Riverside Corridor Regulating Plan 
boundaries, on property located in the Montopolis Neighborhood Planning Area along or in proximity to 
East Riverside Drive, between Grove Boulevard on the west and State Highway 71 on the east (Country 
Club East Creek Watershed, Carson Creek Watershed, Colorado River Watershed) from rural residence-
neighborhood plan (RR-NP) combining district zoning, family residence-neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) 
combining district zoning, single family residence-small lot-neighborhood plan (SF-4A-NP) combining 
district zoning, multi-family residence-low density-neighborhood plan (MF-2-NP) combining district 
zoning, multi-family residence-low density-conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (MF-2-CO-NP) 
combining district zoning, multi-family residence-medium density-neighborhood plan (MF-3-NP) 
combining district zoning, multi-family residence-medium density-conditional overlay-neighborhood plan 
(MF-3-CO-NP) combining district zoning, general office-mixed use-conditional overlay-neighborhood 
plan (GO-MU-CO-NP) combining district zoning, neighborhood commercial-neighborhood plan (LR-
NP) combining district zoning, neighborhood commercial-mixed use-neighborhood plan (LR-MU-NP) 
combining district zoning, community commercial-neighborhood plan (GR-NP) combining district 
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zoning, community commercial-mixed use-neighborhood plan (GR-MU-NP) combining district zoning, 
community commercial-mixed use-conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (GR-MU-CONP) combining 
district zoning, general commercial services-neighborhood plan (CS-NP) combining district zoning, 
general commercial services-mixed use-neighborhood plan (CS-MU-NP) combining district zoning, 
general commercial services-conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (CS-CO-NP) combining district 
zoning, general commercial services-mixed use-conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (CS-MU-CO-NP) 
combining district zoning and limited industrial service-neighborhood plan (LI-NP) combining district 
zoning to East Riverside Corridor (ERC) district zoning. The proposed zoning changes will implement 
the land use recommendations of the adopted East Riverside Corridor (ERC) Master Plan. First Reading 
approved on March 7, 2013. Applicant and Agent: Planning and Development Review Department. City 
Staff: Erica Leak, 974-2856.  THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR THIS ITEM WAS HELD AND CLOSED 
ON NOVEMBER 8, 2012. 

 A postponement of this item will be requested at the Council Meeting. 
 
 17. Approve an ordinance establishing a pilot program to reduce parking requirements for commercial 

businesses utilizing trip-reduction strategies and to waive the requirements of City Code Chapter 25-6 
(Transportation). 

 
54. C814-2012-0160 - 211 South Lamar Boulevard Planned Unit Development - Conduct a public hearing 

and approve an ordinance amending Chapter 25-2 of the Austin City Code by rezoning property locally 
known as 211 South Lamar Boulevard (Lady Bird Lake Watershed) from general commercial services 
(CS) district zoning and general commercial services-vertical mixed use building (CS-V) combining 
district zoning to planned unit development (PUD) district zoning. Staff Recommendation: To grant 
planned unit development (PUD) district zoning. Planning Commission Recommendation: To be 
reviewed on March 26, 2013. Owner: Post Paggi, LLC (Jason Post). Applicant: Winstead PC (Stephen O. 
Drenner). City Staff: Lee Heckman, 974-7604. 

 Direction was provided to provide clarification on the language for affordable housing in PUD’s 
and on the maximum allowed under the waterfront overlay requirements as they apply to this 
project. 

 
19. Approve an ordinance amending City Code Chapter 25-1 relating to project duration and project 

dormancy, initiating code amendments to Chapter 25-1 relating to vested rights applications, and 
declaring an emergency. PUBLIC COMMENT ON THIS ITEM WAS HEARD ON MARCH 21, 2013. 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED. 

 Direction was given to staff to provide the case numbers and applicant names for projects that have 
been denied by area. 
 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 
  
E.1 Approve a schedule for Council consideration of the ordinance and plan to transition the governance of 

Austin Energy to an independent board of trustees (Resolution No. 20130214-046).  
 The motion to hear the item on first reading only on April 11 was adopted on Council Member 

Tovo’s motion, Council Member Spelman’s second on unanimous consent. 
 
 The motion to state it is the Council’s intent to have a full Council present for final reading was 

approved on Council Member Morrison’s motion, Council Member Tovo’s second on a 7-0 vote. 
 

 
Mayor Leffingwell adjourned the meeting at 10:47 a.m. without objection. 

 
The minutes were approved on this the 11th day of April 2013 on Council Member Spelman’s motion, 
Council Member Morrison’s second on a 6-0 vote.  Council Member Tovo was absent. 

 


