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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
APRIL 22, 2013
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
1173 NAVASOTA STREET
HDP-2013-0117

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1905 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a central, partial-width, shed-
roofed independent porch; 1:1 fenestration; synthetic siding.

RESEARCH

Although the house does not appear to be as old as 1905, city directory records for this
address go back that far. The house appears on this site on the 1922 Sanborn map, and it is
believed that the same house appears on the 1935 and 1962 Sanborn maps, although the
house on the later maps shows the front porch to the right side of the house, rather than
centered on the house, as exists now. The water permit application for this address dates
from 1932, and it could be that the house was either built at that time (its architecture is
more closely related to 1930s style than a 1905 style), or the older house was completely
remodeled at that time. There is no interruption in the occupancy history that infers a new
or replacement structure.

The first occupants of the house (ca. 1905 — ca. 1911) were Walter and Violet Jefferson, who
had lived at 1108 Juniper Street prior to moving in here. Walter Jefferson was a laborer,
who worked for the Nalle Lumber Company for some time. They lived here until around
1911. From 1911 until around 1926, the house was occupied by Mary Turner and her
daughter, Lillie Campbell. Mary Turner was a widowed woman, who worked variously as a
domestic and as a laundress. Lillie Campbell was also a widow, who worked as a cook for
private families. Other, single, African-American women rented the house in the late 1920s
and mid-1930s, including Lena Pinkston, a maid at the Stephen F. Austin Hotel downtown.
Ida Mackey appears as the owner of the house in the 1949 city directory; she lived here
until the late 1960s, and died in Corpus Christi in 1973. Ira C. Darby owned and occupied
the house after that. 1.C. Darby was a porter and yard worker for Goodnight Enterprises.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house appears in the Historic Resources Survey of East Austin (2000) with a medium
priority for preservation; however changes to the house eliminate it for eligibility for the
National Register. The surveyors in the HRSEA estimated the construction date to be
1915.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package
consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative
history for archiving at the Austin History Center.
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This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal. engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not
represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the approximate relative location of property boundaries,

This product has been produced by the Planning and Development Review Department for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warmanty is
made by the City of Austin regarding specfic aceuracy or completeness.
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1173 Navasota Street

ca. 1905




D.2-4

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1173 Navasota Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
April, 2013

1992 I.C. and Dorothy Darby, owners
Yard worker, Goodnight Enterprises (not listed in the directory).

1985-86 I.C. and Thelma Darby, owners
Driver, Goodnight Enterprises (not listed in the directory).

1981 I.C. and Thelma Darby, owners
Driver, Goodnight Enterprises (not listed in the directory).

1977 I.C. and Thelma Darby (not listed as owners)
Driver, Goodnight Enterprises (not listed in the directory).

1973 I.C. and Thelma Darby (not listed as owners)
Driver, Goodnight Enterprises (not listed in the directory).

1968 Ida Mackey, owner
Widow, William Mackey
No occupation listed
NOTE: Ira C. and Thelma Darby are listed as living at 518-A E. 12" Street; he
was a busboy at Hill's Café.

1962 Ida Mackey (not listed as owner)
Widow, William Mackey
No occupation listed

1957 Ida Mackey, owner
Widow, Will Mackey
No occupation listed

1952 Ida Mackey, owner
No occupation listed

1949 Ida Mackey, owner
No occupation listed

1947 Katie C. Houston, renter
No occupation listed
NOTE: Ida Mackey is not listed in the directory.

1944-45 Katie C. Houston, renter
Widow, James Houston
No occupation listed

1941 James and Elliott Lee, renters
Porter
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Pearl Johnson, renter
Maid

Lena Pinkston, renter
Maid, Stephen F. Austin Hotel, 7th Street and Congress Avenue.

Lena Pinkston, renter
Maid, Stephen F. Austin Hotel, 7" Street and Congress Avenue.

Henrietta Grant, renter

Maid

NOTE: Lena Pinkston is listed as a maid for the Stephen F. Austin Hotel; she
lived at 1611 E. 7" Street.

Susie Heck (colored), renter
No occupation listed

Addie Felder (colored), renter
No occupation listed

Addie Felder (colored), renter
No occupation listed

Lillie B. Campbell (colored), renter
Cook, John W. Hill, 2106 Pearl Street. NOTE: John W. Hill was the proprietor of
Hill & Hill, groceries, 1010 Congress Avenue.

Lillie B. Campbell (colored), renter
No occupation listed

Mary Turner (colored), renter
No occupation listed

Mary Turner (colored), owner
Laundress

Mary Turner (colored)
No occupation listed
Also listed is Lillie Campbell (colored), a cook.

Mary Turner (colored)
Domestic
Also listed is James Campbell (colored), a laborer.

Mary Turner (colored)
No occupation listed

Walter Jefferson (colored)
Laborer

Walter Jefferson (colored)
Laborer, Nalle Lumber Company, 601-23 E. 6" Street.
NOTE: The address is listed as 1119 Navasota Street.
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1906-07 Walter Jefferson (colored)
Laborer
NOTE: The address is listed as 1119 Navasota Street.

1905 Walter Jefferson (colored)
No occupation listed
NOTE: The address is listed as 1119 Navasota Street.

1903-04 Unknown
NOTE: Walter Jefferson is listed as a laborer living at 1108 Juniper Street.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Walter and Violet Jefferson (ca. 1905 — ca. 1910)

Walter Jefferson is listed in the 1910 U.S. Census at this address. He was then 47 years old,
had been born in Louisiana, and was a laborer in the building trade. His wife was Violet, 46,
who had been born in Texas and was a laundress at home. By 1920, according to the census
report, Walter and Violet Jefferson had moved to 1103 E. 11" Street; he was a laborer, and she
was a laundress at the house.

Mary Turner and Lillie Campbell (ca. 1911 — ca. 1928)

Mary Turner appears in the 1920 U.S. Census report at this address. She was then a 59-year
old widow, who had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. With her lived her
daughter, Lillie Campbell, a 35-year old widow, who had been born in Texas, and was a cook
for a private family. Mary’'s grand-daughter, Frances Tennan, was then 24, and lived in this
house with her husband, Edward, 25, who was a farm laborer. The 1910 U.S. Census shows
Mary Turner living at 903 E. 11" Street, with her grand-daughter, Frances Campbell. This
census report shows Mary as a native of Kentucky, who was working as a washer-woman at
home. The 1900 U.S. Census shows Mary Turner and Lilie Campbell living at 400 E. 13"
Street, with her daughter, Lillie Campbell, and grand-daughter, Frankie Campbell. None of the
women had an occupation listed in the census report, but the 1900 census report also shows
Mary Turner as a native of Kentucky.

By 1930, only Lillie Campbell is still listed in the Travis County census reports. She was living at
1206 Hackberry Street in a rented house, and worked as a cook for a private family. It is
believed that Mary Turner died in the 1920s, but there are no obituaries for her in the Austin
newspapers. It is also believed that Lillie Campbell died in 1936, but there is no obituary for her,
either.

Susie Heck (ca. 1930 - ca. 1932)

Susie Heck appears in the 1930 U.S. Census as renting a house at 1200 San Bernard Street in
Austin. She was then a 32-year old divorcee, who had been born in Texas, and worked as a
maid for a private family. She apparently lived alone.

Lena Pinkston (ca. 1934 — ca. 1938)

Lena Pinkston appears in the 1930 U.S. Census for Waxahachie, Texas. She was then a 33-
year old Texas-born widow who worked as a cook for a private family. She does not seem to
appear in the 1940 U.S. Census.

Pearl Johnson (ca. 1938 — ca. 1940)

Pearl Johnson appears as the renter of this house in the 1940 U.S. Census. She was then a
59-year old Texas-born widow, who worked as a maid for a private family. She lived here with
her sons, Horace Williams, a 17-year old building contractor, and Balthazar Williams, 21, and
his wife, Jennie Mae, 18. Balthazar was also a building contractor. Pearl and D. Johnson
appear in the 1930 U.S. Census as the renters of a house at 1009 E. 12" Street. D. Johnson
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was a cook in a hotel; Pearl Johnson was a cook for a private family. The couple had two sons:
Balthazar Williams, 10, and Horace Williams, 6.

Ida Mackey (ca. 1948 — ca. 1969)

Ida and Will Mackey appear in the 1930 U.S. Census, living in a rented house on the Austin-
Bastrop Road. lda Mackey was then 33, and had been born in Texas. Will Mackey was then

35, and worked as a cotton farmer. Ida Mackey is believed to have died in Corpus Christi,
Texas in 1973.

DARBY, LC., 90, of Austin died
Thursday. Services pending with
King-Tears. |

Austin American-Statesman, March 11, 2011

DARBY, L.C., 90, retired porter, of
Austin died Mar. 10. Visitation 9
a.m. Wednesday, King-Tears Mor-

. tuary. Services 1 p.m. Thursday,
" Mount Zion Baptist Church, Austin.
. Burial Evergreen Cemetery.

Funeral notice for I.C. Iﬁarby
Austin American-Statesman, March 12, 2011
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The 1935 Sanborn map shows the house with a slightly different configuration — the house has
been squared off with rear additions on the south side, and the porch appears not to be

centered on the house.
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The 1962 Sanborn map shows the same configuration as the 1935 map above.



