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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 

 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2013-0003 HLC DATE:  May 20, 2013 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANT:  Southwest Strategies Group, owner 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Seaholm Power Plant 
 
WATERSHED:  Lady Bird Lake 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  800 W. Cesar Chavez Street 
 
ZONING FROM:  DMU-CURE-CO to DMU-CURE-CO-H 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from downtown mixed use, central urban redevelopment, conditional overlay (DMU-CURE-
CO) combining district zoning to downtown mixed use, central urban redevelopment, 
conditional overlay – Historic Landmark (DMU-CURE-CO-H) combining district zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION:  The Seaholm Power Plant is a 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark and an icon in the City.  It qualifies as a historic 
landmark because of its State designation, and its significance in the areas of architecture, 
historical associations, and community value. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The power plant does not appear in any City survey due to 
its age. 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Downtown Austin Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:   See attached National Register nomination form. 
 
Historical Associations:  See attached National Register nomination form. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  01050009030000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Lot 1, Seaholm Subdivision 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: Not applicable 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  Not applicable – City –owned. 
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PRESENT USE:  Vacant, but slated for redevelopment. 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNERS:  City of Austin 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1955 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Some, but many are proposed for removal and restoration of 
original historic finishes pursuant to a Certificate of Appropriateness. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  City of Austin 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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Seaholm Power Plant 

This complex is an industrial and architectural landmark in Austin. Electric power arrived in the 
Texas capital in 1895, after the Colorado River was first dammed to generate electricity. The city 
of Austin has owned its own generation and distribution system ever since, a rarity among large 
cities. 

A growing population and post-World War II demand for new appliances and air conditioning 
increased the need for electricity. In 1948, the city of Austin commissioned a new power 
generation plant to be built here, just west of the existing site. Designed by the nationally known 
Kansas City engineering firm of Burns & McDonnell, the complex developed in two phases in 
1950 and 1955. The massive plant included a generator building, which initially housed two 
Hydrogen-cooled turbine generators but was designed to expand to five as demand increased; 
outdoor boilers; an oil heating plant; a demineralization building; and a water intake structure. 
The buildings reflect the Art Moderne style, with site-cast structural concrete, scored concrete 
panel cladding, metal divided-light windows and glass blocks. The turbine generator building 
includes distinctive illuminated Moderne graphics in its signage. The buildings are solid concrete 
construction, although other power plants built by Burns & McDonnell up to that time had 
utilized structural steel. 

On June 2, 1960, the city of Austin posthumously dedicated “Power Plant No. 2” to Walter E. 
Seaholm (1897-1956), who served the city of Austin for 35 years, including stints as City 
Manager and Director of Utilities. Seaholm Power Plant remained an active part of the city’s 
power generation system until 1989. 

Recorded Texas Historic Landmark – 2007 
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