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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MAY 20, 2013 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2013-0267 
813 WEST JOHANNA STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1936 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a central, partial-width, shed-
roofed independent porch on ornamental metal supports; single and paired modern 
replacement windows with a 6:6 configuration.  
RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built in 1936 by Leroy I. Powell, who applied for the sewer 
and water connections in 1936, and who appear in the 1937 city directory as the owners and 
occupants of the house.  Leroy and Willie Powell moved here from a house on S. 6th Street 
and lived here until the mid-1950s.  Leroy Powell was a PBX installer for the telephone 
company.  The next owners and occupants were John and Ann Szczurek, who lived here in 
the mid-1950s; a Walter Szczurek added the front porch to the house in 1956.  John 
Szczurek was a yard man at the State Hospital.  The house was then a rental unit for a 
couple of years until it was purchased by Marcos and Julia Martinez, who lived here until 
at least the 1990s.  Marcos Martinez was an auto body painter and repairer for Leif 
Johnson Ford, and died in 2011.  
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any city survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permit.  The house has neither the architectural nor the historical 
associations to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark, and has had all of 
the windows replaced, impinging on the integrity of materials for the structure. 
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813 West Johanna Street 
ca. 1936 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
813 West Johanna Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
April, 2013 
 
1992  Marcos Martinez, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE: The directory indicates that Marcos Martinez was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 No return 
 
1981  Marcos P. and Julia Martinez, owners 
  Auto body repair man, Leif Johnson Ford, 501 E. Koenig Lane. 
 
1977  Marcos P. and Julia Martinez, owners 
  Auto painter, Leif Johnson Ford, 501 E. Koenig Lane. 
 
1973  Marcos P. and Julia Martinez, owners 
  Auto painter, Leif Johnson Ford, 501 E. Koenig Lane. 
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1968  Marcos P. and Julia Martinez (not listed as owners) 

Painter’s helper, Doug Scales Body Shop, 517 S. 1st Street. 
 
1962  Kelly J. and Shirley Dougherty, renters 
  Building wrecker, Dick Rathgeber (not listed in the directory). 
 
1957  John and Ann Szczurek, owners 
  Yard man, State Hospital 
 
1952  Leroy I. and Willie Powell, owners 
  Installer 

 
1949  Leroy I. and Willie E. Powell, owners 
  Foreman, Telephone Company 
 
1947  Leroy I. and Willie E. Powell, owners 

Installer, Southwestern Bell Telephone Company 
 
1944-45 Leroy I. and Ethel Powell, owners 
  Installer, Southwestern Bell Telephone Company 
 
1941  Leroy I. and Willie Powell, owners 
  Repairman, Southwestern Bell Telephone Company 
 
1939  Leroy I. and Willie Powell, owners 
  Repairman, Southwestern Bell Telephone Company 
 
1937  Leroy I. and Willie Powell, owners 
  Exchange repairman, Southwestern Bell Telephone Company 
 
1935  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Leroy I. and Willie Powell are listed as living at 1810 S. 6th Street; he was 
an installer for Southwestern Bell Telephone Company. 

 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Leroy and Willie Powell renting a house at 1008 West Johanna 
Street.  Leroy Powell was then 25, had been born in Texas, and was a lineman for the 
telephone company.  Willie Powell was then 20 and had been born in Texas.  She had no 
occupation listed.  They had an infant daughter, Doris Nell Powell.  The 1940 U.S. Census 
shows Leroy and Willie E. Powell as the owners of this house.  Leroy Powell was then 33 and 
was a truck driver for the telephone company.  Willie E. Powell was then 32 and had no 
occupation listed.  Their daughter, Doris, was 10. 
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Obituary of Leroy I. Powell 

Austin American-Statesman, February 20, 1971 
 

 
Death notice for Marcos Martinez 

Austin American-Statesman, April 7, 2011 
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Obituary of Marcos Martinez 

Austin American-Statesman, April 8, 2011 
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Water service permit to Leroy I. Powell (1936) 

 

 
Sewer service connection issued to Leroy I. Powell (1936) 
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Building permit to Walter Szczarak to add a front and rear porch (1956) and to build an addition 
to the house (1979) 
 

 


