
 

 

 

Recommendation for Council Action (CMD) 

Austin City Council Item ID: 24909 Agenda Number 6. 

Meeting Date: June 20, 2013 

Department: Contract Management 

Subject 
 
Authorize negotiation and execution of a professional services agreement with HARUTUNIAN ENGINEERING, 
INC. (WBE/FW – 63.50%) (staff recommendation) or one of the other qualified responders to RFQ Solicitation No. 
CLMP126, to provide engineering services for the South Austin Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant – Electrical 
Substation No. 1 Replacement in an amount not to exceed $3,020,000.   

Amount and Source of Funding 
 
Funding is available in the Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Capital Budget of the Austin Water Utility. 

Fiscal Note 
 
A fiscal note is attached.   

Purchasing 
Language: 

Staff recommendation is the most qualified firm out of two firms evaluated through the City’s 
qualification-based selection process. 

Prior Council 
Action:       

For More 
Information: Daniel Layton, 974-7093; Rolando Fernandez, 974-7749; Felecia Shaw, 974-6017. 

Boards and 
Commission 
Action: 

June 12, 2013 - Approved by the Water and Wastewater Commission on a 6-0-1 vote.    

Related Items:  

MBE / WBE: 

This contract will be awarded in compliance with City Code Chapter 2-9B (Minority Owned 
and Women Owned Business Enterprise Procurement Program) by meeting the goals with 
20.50% MBE subconsultant participation, 63.50% WBE prime and 1.00% subconsultant 
participation. 

Additional Backup Information 



 

 

 
The South Austin Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant (SARWWTP) is currently permitted to treat 75 million gallons a 
day (MGD) of wastewater.  The first treatment train, Train A, was constructed between 1984 and 1986. Subsequent to 
that, treatment Train B and the tertiary filtration process were constructed between 1986 and 1988.   Electrical Substation 
No.1 was built and commissioned with the start-up of treatment Train A in April of 1986, hence the substation is 26 years 
old. Electrical Substation No.1 energizes treatment Trains A and B, the influent lift station No.1, tertiary filtration, de-
chlorination facilities, and miscellaneous buildings.  Currently, the substation and associated switch gear is antiquated, 
unreliable, and a safety hazard.  The treatment plant was expanded to 75 MGD capacity with the construction completion 
of treatment Train C in 2005.  As part of the plant expansion, the construction of Train C also included a new electrical 
substation (Electrical Substation No.2).  This substation distributes power to Train C facilities and other miscellaneous 
structures and buildings.  
 
The selected firm will provide engineering design services for the replacement of Electrical Substation No.1 at the South 
Austin Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant (SARWWTP) and the design for a new Electrical Substation No.1 that is 
similar to Electrical Substation No.2 at SARWWTP.  The firm selected for this project will provide services for all phases 
of this project. 
  
This authorization provides for funding of services related to preliminary engineering, final design, bid, construction, and 
warranty phases. 
 
This request allows for the development of an agreement with the qualified responder that Council selects.  If the City is 
unsuccessful in negotiating a satisfactory agreement with the selected responder, negotiations will cease with that provider. 
 Staff will then return to Council so that Council may select another qualified responder and authorize contract 
negotiations with this provider.   
 
Participation subgoals stated in the solicitation were 1.90% African American; 9.00% Hispanic; 4.90% Native/Asian 
American; 15.80% WBE.  The recommended firm provided a MBE/WBE Compliance Plan that met the goals of the 
solicitation and was approved by the Small and Minority Business Resources Department.  The alternate firm provided a 
MBE/WBE Compliance Plan that met the goals of the solicitation and was approved by the Small and Minority Business 
Resources Department.   
 
Notification of issuance of a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for the subject services was sent to 2,158 firms on February 
7, 2013.  The RFQ was obtained by 104 firms and two submitted qualification statements. One of the firms was a certified 
MBE/WBE firm.   
 
RECOMMENDED FIRM:  HARUTUNIAN ENGINEERING, INC. 
 
ALTERNATE FIRM:  STANLEY CONSULTANTS, INC. 

 
 


