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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
JUNE 24, 2013
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2013-0373
2804 GREENLEE DRIVE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1951 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, irregular-plan, flat- to hipped-roof, stone-veneered Mid-century Modern house
with metal-frame casement and multi-light picture windows, an exterior chimney clad in
stone, and a partial-width independent porch.

RESEARCH

The house was built in 1951 by the Brentwood Corporation, a local developer. The first
owners and occupants were Gilbert and Maudine Schmitt for the rest of their lives. Gilbet
Schmitt was an engineering graduate from the University of Texas, who worked in utilities
for his entire career, starting at Central Power and Light, and coming to the Lower
Colorado River Authority in 1938. He became the assistant general manager of the LCRA.
After Gilbert’s death in 1981, the house was sold to Richard and Ernestine Rainey.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is not listed in any City survey.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and re-use of this house, which is a very good example of Mid-
century Modern design, exemplified by the stone veneered walls, exterior chimney, and
large banks of metal-framed casement and picture windows. If the demolition permit is
released, staff recommends release only upon the completion of a City of Austin
Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch
plan, and a narrative history for archiving at the Austin History Center.
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LOCATION: 2804 Greenlee Drive

This product is for informational purpeses and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not
represent an on-te-ground survey and only the i ion of property

This product has been proguced by the Planning and Development Review Department for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is
made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.



2804 Greenlee Drive
ca. 1951
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
2704 Greenlee Drive

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office

April, 2013
1992 Ernestine S. Rainey, owner
Retired
1985-86 Richard B. and Ernestine S. Rainey, owners
Retired
1981 Gilbert E. Schmitt, owner
Retired
1977 Gilbert E. Schmitt (not listed as the owner)
Consultant
1973 Gilbert E. and Maudine H. Schmitt, owners
Assistant general manager and chief engineer, Lower Colorado River Authority.
1968 Gilbert E. and Maudine H. Schmitt, owners
Assistant general manager, Lower Colorado River Authority.
1962 Gilbert E. and Maudine H. Schmitt, owners
Assistant general manager, Lower Colorado River Authority.
1957 Gilbert E. and Maudine Schmitt, owners
Assistant general manager and chief engineer, Lower Colorado River Authority.
1953 Gilbert E. and Maudine H. Schmitt, owners
Chief engineer, Lower Colorado River Authority
1949 The address is not listed in the directory.

NOTE: Gilbert and Maudine Schmitt are listed as living at 1701 W. 30" Street;
he was the assistant general manager of the Lower Colorado River Authority.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Gilbert and Maudine Schmitt (ca. 1951 — ca. 1984)

Gilbert and Maudine Schmitt appear in the 1940 U.S. Census; they lived in a rented house at
605 E. 38" Street in Austin. Gilbert Schmitt was then 33, had been born in Texas, and was an
electrical engineer for the Lower Colorado River Authority. Maudine Schmitt was also then 33
and had been born in Texas. She had no occupation listed in the census report. They had lived
in San Antonio in 1935. With them lived Maudine’s niece, Jo Belle Humphreys, 15. Jo Belle
had been born in Texas, had lived in Kingsville in 1935, and had no occupation listed. Gilbert
Schmitt appears as the 23-year old son of Lorenz and Mathilde Schmitt in the 1930 U.S.
Census. The family lived in Seguin, Texas, where Gilbert was an electrical engineer for a power
company. His father, who had been born in Texas, was a carpenter. The 1920 U.S. Census
shows Gilbert living on the family’s farm in Guadalupe County, Texas. Both Gilbert and his
older brother, Monroe, were listed as farm laborers on the home farm.

Maudine Schmitt died March 5, 1976 in Travis County.



in Houston at age 73. .
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Ex - LCRA executive
Schmitt dies Mo_nday

Gilbert Exgene Schimiit, 2008 Greeniee, a former Assistant Gen-
wwammwmw.mm

Funeral sérvices wilLbe at 10:30 a.m. today in the Weed-Corley
Funeral Home. Burial will be in Austin Memorial Park.

928 Engineering graduats of the University of Texas, Schmitt
o Contrai Tower and Light Co. before starting his career
with LCRA in 1838. A member of several civic organizations, Schmitt
also served as Vice-President of the Austin Chamber of Commerce.

of Rockwall, four brothers; Walter, Hugo and Moaroe of Seguin, and
Ben Schmitt of Fort Worth; and two grandchildren.

Obituary of Gilbert Schmitt
Austin American-Statesman, September 24, 1981
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Building permit to the Brentwood Corporation for the construction of the house (1951)
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Sewer connection application by the Brentwood Corporation for this address (1951)
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OWNER G.E. Schniett ADDRESS- 2804 Greenlee Drive

PLAT 168 LOT > BIX "~

$UBDIVISION  Brentwood Pi

QCCUPANCY Attached Carport

OWNERS
BLD PERMIT # 110558 parg 11-19-68  gorimare $700.00
CONTRACTQR _ Alr Vent Awning Co. NO. OF FIXTURES -
WATER TAP REC #  Exist SEWER TAP REC # Exist

Add C.P. and attach to exist garage

462 Sq. Ft.

Building permit to Gilbert E. Schmitt for the construction of a carport (1968)



