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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JULY 22, 2013 

NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT 

NRD-2013-0053 

Old West Austin 
1502 W. 30th Street 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish an existing non-contributing house and construct a new 2,965 sq. ft. house. 

 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The existing c. 1938 house is a 986 sq. ft., one-story, house with a hipped roof. There are 

rear wings, with hipped, gable and shed roofs. There is a partial-width, inset front porch 

with a concrete slab floor. The horizontal siding appears to be vinyl or aluminum and is 

likely not original. There are various widows, including a large, multi-paned, "picture" 

window, and pairs of double-hung windows on the façade. There is a wide pilaster to one 

side of the front door. 

 

The applicant proposes to demolish the existing house as well as a board and batten sided, 

detached garage and construct a new 2.965 sq. ft., two-story house and detached one car 

garage. The new house will have a front-facing gable roof, and a two-story, full-width front 

porch with a half-hipped roof. The second floor balcony of the porch will have a decorative 

balustrade. There will be side and rear, one story screened porches with half-hipped roofs. 

The siding will be horizontal, fiber cement siding with an 8" exposure and the roof will be 

standing seam metal. The detached garage will have horizontal siding to match the house 

and a carriage style door facing the street. 

 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The existing property is non-contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic 

District. Applicable general design review guidelines state: 

 

 Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties are 

appropriate when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historic, 

architectural, or cultural material and are compatible with the size, scale, color, 

material, and character of the property, neighborhood, or environment. 

 

Although the existing house is non-contributing it was constructed during the period of 

significance for the district, and could likely be rehabilitated to its original appearance, 

with compatible additions if needed. However, even in a restored state it likely lacks 

sufficient architectural and historical significance for local landmarking. The design of the 

new house has features that reference historical architectural styles, and there are other 

two-story, contemporary houses on this block, however the size, form and style as proposed 

is not compatible with contributing houses in the area. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit with the recommendation that the applicant consider a design that is 

more compatible with contributing houses in the area, or consider rehabilitating the 

existing house so that it is returned to a contributing status. 
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PHOTOS 

 
1502 W. 30th Street 

 

 
Detached garage 
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View of houses immediately across the street from 1502 W. 30th Street 

 

 
House immediately adjacent to 1502 W. 30th Street 
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Non-contributing two-story houses on the same block as 1502 W. 30th Street 
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This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not
represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the approximate relative location of property boundaries.
This product has been produced by the Planning and Development Review Department for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is
made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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