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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JULY 22, 2013 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2013-0420 
2501 E. 4TH STREET 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1945 church. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame church building with a rock veneer over the 
main body of the building and a stucco tympanum of the front gable; central, partial-width, 
front-gabled independent frame porch on ornamental metal posts; ogee-arched window 
openings on the sides of the building have been filled in with wood with small, rectangular 
windows. 
RESEARCH 

City building and utility permit records indicate a ca. 1945 date of construction for the 
church, but the address does not appear in city directories until the edition of 1949, when it 
is listed as the Mexican Church of Christ under the pastorship of Rev. Hilario Zamorano, a 
native Mexican who was listed in the 1940 U.S. Census in Los Angeles, where he was a 
church pastor.  Rev. Zamorano remained with this church until the early 1950s, when it 
was led by Rev. E.V. Rodriguez until the mid-1950s.  From the mid-1950s through the mid-
1970s, no pastor for the church was listed in city directories, and the building was listed as 
vacant in the city directory of 1977.  Gethsemane Pentecostal Holiness Church took over 
the building in the early 1980s.  Staff has not been able to locate a history of either of these 
congregations. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The building does not appear in any city survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package consisting 
of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2501 E. 4th Street 
ca. 1945 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2501 E. 4th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
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June, 2013 
 
1992  Gethsemane Pentecostal Holiness Church 
  Pedro Mendoza, pastor 
 
1985-86 Gethsemane Pentecostal Holiness Church 
  Pedro Mendoza, pastor 
 
1981  Gethsemane Pentecostal Holiness Church 
  No pastor listed 
 
1977  Vacant 
 
1973  Mexican Church of Christ 
  No pastor listed 
 
1968  Mexican Church of Christ 
  No pastor listed 
 
1962  Mexican Church of Christ 

No pastor listed 
 
1959  Mexican Church of Christ 

No pastor listed 
 
1954  Mexican Church of Christ 

Rev. E.V. Rodriguez, pastor 
NOTE:  E.V. and Andrea Rodriguez lived at 1001 Jewell Street. 

 
1949  Mexican Church of Christ 

Rev. Hilario Zamorano, pastor 
NOTE:  Hilario and Carmen Zamorano lived at 709 E. 3rd Street. 

 
1947  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE: There is no listing for the “Mexican” Church of Christ in the directory.  
However, there are two listings for a Church of Christ that might have been the 
home to the congregation that built this church building: 1624 E. 7th Street or 
1115 Taylor Street, both locations in traditionally Hispanic neighborhoods. 
NOTE:  Rev. Hilario and Carmen Zamorano are listed as living at 2203 E. 2½ 
Street; he is listed as the pastor of the Church of Christ. 
 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Hilario and Carmen Zamorano appear in the 1940 U.S. Census for Los Angeles, California. 
Hilario Zamorano was then 35, had been born in Mexico, and was a pastor in a church.  
Carmen Zamorano was then 33, and had been born in Texas.  She had no occupation listed.  
They had a 5-year old son, Hector, who had been born in Texas.  By 1953, Hilario and Carmen 
Zamorano were living in Lubbock; he died in Dallas in 1973. 
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Building permit for the construction of the church (1944) 

 
 

 
Building permit for the construction of a frame addition I1956) 
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Water service permit (1944) 

 
 

 
Sewer service permit (1944) 

 
 
 


