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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JULY 22, 2013 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2013-0487 
5905 WOODVIEW AVENUE 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1950 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a partially-raised roof over the 
central portion of the house, which is slightly recessed; the roof forms a entry hood with 
ornamental metal posts; single and paired 6:6 windows with a tri-partite picture window in 
the central section of the façade; integral garage. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1950 by Travis Weathers, who had moved to Austin from Abilene in 
1948, and began work at the Trinity Testing Laboratories, a construction engineering firm.  
Weathers rose through the ranks of Trinity Testing (TETCO) and eventually became 
president of the company.  He and his wife, Frances, lived here until around 1970.  The 
house was then owned and occupied by Robert and Norma Koerschgen.  Robert Koerschgen 
had been born in Los Angeles, the son of an ornamental iron worker.  He served as a staff 
sergeant in World War II, and was a mail carrier and fire equipment salesman in Austin 
until his death in 1986.  His widow, Norma, remarried, and remained in the house through 
the early 1990s. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage relocation over demolition, but release the permit upon the completion of a City 
of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 
Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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5905 Woodview Avenue 
ca. 1950 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
5905 Woodview Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
July, 2013 
 
1992  Louis W and Norma Gummert, owners 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Robert C and Norma Koerschgen, owners 
  Retired 
 
1981  Robert C and Norma Koerschgen, owners 
  Retired 
 
1977  Robert C and Norma Koerschgen, owners 
  Salesman, Austin Ace Fire Equipment, 102 E. 31st Street. 
 
1973  Robert C and Norma Koerschgen, owners 
  Robert: Mail carrier, Post Office 
  Norma: Duplicating machine operator, State Comptroller’s Office 
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1968  Travis and Frances Weathers, owners 

President, Trinity Testing Labs of Austin, engineering construction testing, 3601 
Manor Road.  

 
1962  Travis L Weathers and Frances Weathers, owners 

President, Trinity Testing Labs of Austin, 300 Allen Street. 
 
1957  Travis L. and Frances Weathers, owners 

Manager, Trinity Testing Labs, 300 Allen Street. 
 
1954  Travis L. and Frances Weathers, owners 

Manager, Trinity Testing Labs, 300 Allen Street. 
 
1952  Travis L. and Frances Weathers, owners 

President, Trinity Testing Labs, 300 Allen Street. 
 
1949  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Travis and Frances Weathers are listed as living at 4008 Burnet Road; 
he was a co-manager of the Trinity Testing Laboratories. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Travis L. and Frances Weathers (ca. 1950 – ca. 1970) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Travis and Frances Weathers living in Abilene, Texas.  Travis 
Weathers was then 22, had been born in Texas, and was an operator of a filling station.  
Frances Weathers was then 23, and had been born in Texas.  They had an infant daughter, 
Judy. 
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Obituary of Travis L. Weathers 

Austin American-Statesman, March 24, 2000 
 

Robert and Norma Koerschgen (ca. 1970 – ca. 1986) 
Robert Koerschgen appears in the 1940 U.S. Census for Los Angeles, California as the 21-year 
old son of Ernest and Rose Koerschgen.  Robert Koerschgen had been born in California, and 
was a laborer for an insurance company.  His father, who had been born in Germany, was a 
mechanic in an ornamental iron works.  He died in Austin in 1986, and his wife, Norma, re-
married. 

 
Building permit to Travis L. Weathers for the construction of the house (1950) 

 



 D.12 - 7 

 
Water service permit to Travis L. Weathers for this address (1950) 

 

 
Sewer connection application by Travis L. Weathers for this address (1950) 

 
 


