C20-2013-005

ORDINANCE AMENDMENT REVIEW SHEET /
Amendment: C20-2013-005 Urban Farms \
Description: Consider an ordinance amending Chapters 25-2, 14-7, 3-2, and 10-3 of the

City Code to amend the definition of use Urban Farm and to creale new uses: Markel

Garden; Urban Farm with Facilities for Gathering; and Urban Farms with Livestock.

Proposed Language: See atlached drafl language.

Background: Initialed by Planning Commission on February 26, 2013.

In 2011, Ordinance 201 10210-018 made urban farms and community gardens a permitled
use in every zone. In January, the SFPB passed a resolution recommending that the
Planning Commission initiate an amendment to the land development code to clarify the
definition of an urban farm. At its February 26 meeting, the PC charged the SFPB with
“Initiating an ordinance to amend Chapter 25-2 of the City of Austin Land Development
code to clarify, update and revise regulations related to urban farms, livestock, size of
farm, employees and dwelling.”

A Working Group conducted a series of four public engagement sessions, aimed al
gathering data on areas of concern about the current code. Session #1 covered he lopics
of Animal Raising & Aquaponics (April 22); Session #2 was about Site Requirements,
Wholesaling & Labor (May 1); Session #3 covered Byproducts, Environmental Health &
Sustainability (May 15). Each of the public sessions was attended by more than 70
people. Stakeholder attendee lists are available upon request.

The Working Group presenled its first draft recommendations at a Town Hall meeting on
June 11 and received feedback from stakeholders. Throughout the process, the draft
recommendalions have been housed on the Sustainable Urban Agricullure & Community
Garden website. The group also maintained a stakeholder list that received periodic
updales and announcements about the recommendation’s progress.

In addition to the public meetings, the Working Group attended various other meetings
on request:

s Govalle/Johnston Terrance Neighborhood Contact Team (May 13) asked
members of coordinating group Lo attend a leam meeting to hear their
recommendations.

e ANC-East (May 14) asked SUACG staff (o give a brief update and answer
queslions.

¢ Human Rights Commission (June 24) was considering a resolution that urban
farms not be allowed in single-family zones. The commission volted to table the
resolution.
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e Community Development Commission (July 10) asked SUACG staff for an
update on the process.

consideration stakeholder and staff input, noting key areas of conflict and concern. Draft

The recommendations have been created over the past several months, taking into /}J
recommendations received formal staff review in July-August.

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends the proposed code amendment with the
following concerns:

1. Staff does not support the proposed code that permits the maximum number of
dwellings per the base zoning districl. This would allow a high density of
dwellings and food production/sales on the same site (if the site had MF zoning)
at an intensity that could be overwhelming for adjacent neighborhoods. Staff does
support changing the code to allow for a maximum number of dwellings per the
base zoning district, up to two.

2. Stalf does not support allowing 20% of products by sales area sold at a farm stand
lo be produced off-site. Staff does support allowing up to 10% of preducts sold by
sales arca at a farm stand to be produced off-site, as this in accordance with
existing code related to accessory uses.

3. Staff does not support the proposed new use “Urban Farms with Facilities for
Gatherings.” However, Staff feels that the Codes and Ordinances amendment Lo
make this use conditional in all zoning districts would be the most appropriale
way (o address this use, as it would require a public hearing.

Board and Commission Actions
August 26, 2013: Recommended by the Sustainable Food Policy Board on a 6-0 vole.

September 17, 2013: Recommended by the Codes and Ordinances Subcommittee on a
5-0 vote, with the following amendments:

1. Remove language changing the size requirements for Urban Farm definition.
Current code states: “A site area of not less than one acre and not more than five
acres is required.” The proposed code slales: “A sile area of one acre or grealer is
required.”

2. Remove language for the proposed creation of a new use “Urban Farms with
Livestock.”

3. Change language for the proposed creation of a new use “Urban Farms with
Facilities for Gathering™ lo make this a conditional use in all zoning districts.

4. Remove language that reduces the setbacks for the enclosure of fow] or small
animals.

5. Change language for the proposed creation of a new use “Markel Garden” 1o
make this a conditional use in all residential zoning districts if no dwelling exists
on the property.

6. Add language allowing the following agricultural uses lo be permitted in AG
zoning: Animal Production, Crop Production, Horticulture, Support Housing.
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7. Add language to allow the creation of a new use: Indoor Agriculture, to be
permitted in CS and less-restrictive zoning districts.

September 24, 2013: To be reviewed by Planning Commission. /b

Council Action
October 17, 2013: A public hearing has been set for City Council.

Ordinance Number: NA

City Staff: Greg Dutton Phone: 974-3509 Email: greg.dutton @austintexas.gov
Jerry Rusthoven 974-3207 jerry.rusthoven @austintexas.gov



A. Uses Defined /

§ 25-2-7 AGRICULTURAL USES DESCRIBED.
(6) URBAN FARM use is the use of an-urbar site that can consist of muIane contiguous parcels

for-the-preduction-and-sale-of organie-agriewltural-produets that is one to five acres in size cultivated

primarily for the sustainable production of agricultural products to be sold for profit and may provide
agricultural education activities, Agricultural education activities include volunteer programs, farm tours
1outh programs and farming classes.

(7)  MARKET GARDEN use is the use of a site that is less than one acre in size cultivated

primarily for the sustainable production of agricultural products to be sold for profit and may provide

agricultural education activities. Agricultural education activities include volunieer programs, farm tours

youth programs and farming classes.

(8) URBAN FARM WITH FACILITIES FOR GATHERINGS is an Urban Farm use per 25-2-
7(6) and in addition allows special_events including weddings, fundraisers, dinners, and cooking classes.

B. Urban Farm
§ 25-2-863 URBAN FARMS.

(A) This section applies to an urban farm use.

(B) Urban Farms are allowed within the Critical Water Quality Zone in accordance with 25-8-261

(Critical Water Quality Zone Development).




S

—3 (D)  One-dwellingis-permitted: The maximum number of dwellings allowed will follow the base

zoning of the lot(s). No minimum number of dwellings is required on an urban farm in a non-single-
family zone. Animal raising in accordance with 25-2-863(E) is not allowed without a dwelling on site.
Accessory siructures are permitted without a dwelling,

£ Roising k i probibitedrotwithsianding.Cl 3.2 of the City-Code.

—) (E) Raising and processing and composting of fowl, rabbits, and aquatic foods (using
aguaponics systems, defined as the symbiotic cultivation of fish and plants in a recirculating system) is
permitted in accordance with Chapter 3-2 of the City Code. One animal (either fowl or rabbit) may be
processed per 1/10th of an acre per week. Composting or processing of animals must take place at least
50 ft from the nearest residential structure other than the structure associated with the use, Processing

animals must take place out of public view.

(F) The use of synthetic inputs is prohibited. An Integrated Pest Management Plan, developed in
accordance with the Environmental Criteria Manual and approved by the Watershed Protection
Department, must be followed.

(G) Water conservation practices must be followed, at minimum in accordance with Chapier 6-4 of
the City Code.

— (H) Agricultural and value-added agricultura] products raised enthe-preperty by the farmer or
produced within the state of Texas may be sold from the site or distributed off-site to buyers. Agricultural
products and value-added agricultural products produced off-site by someone other than the farmer

cannot exceed 20% of the retail space by area.

—h (1) Employees are permitted. The maximum number of full-time, non-seasonal employees is ene
two for each full acre, plus ere two for the remaining portion of an acre, if any. This does not include the

property owner.

(J) The residential character of the lot and dwelling must be maintained.

(K) For an urban_farm use. a sign is permitted in accordance with Chapter 25-10-155.

(L) Agricultural education activities as defined in Chapter 25-2-7 do not require a Temporary Use
Permit.

C. Urban Farms with Facilities for Gatherings
$ 25-2-XXX URBAN FARM WITH FACILITY FOR GATHERINGS

(A) _All regulations from Chapter 25-2-863 apply to this use.
{B) The use of an urban farm as a rented site for a gathering, including a wedding, fundraiser,

dinner or cooking class. is a conditional use in all zoning districts.

(1) The maximum number of attendees at a gathering held under this section equals three times
the total of the number of off-street parking spaces available for the urban_farm’s use.
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A gathering must end at 9:00 p.m. on Sunday through Thursday and at 10:30 p.m. on Frida

and Saturday.

D. Market Gardens
8 25-2-XXX MARKET GARDENS.

(A) This section applies to a market garden use,

B) Market Gardens are allowed within the Critical Water
(Critical Water Quality Zone Development)

(C) _Asite area of less than one acre is required.

(D) The maximum number of dwellings allowed will follow the base zoning of the lot(s). No
minimum number of dwellings is required on a market garden. Animal raising in accordance with 25-2-

863(G) is not allowed without a dwelling on site. Accessory structures are permitted without a dwelling.

(E) Raising of fowl, rabbits, and aguatic foods (using aquaponics systems, defined as the symbiotic
cultivation of fish and plants_in a recirculating system) is permitted in accordance with Chapter 3-2_of the
City Code. On-site processing or composting of animals is not permitted. A dwelling is required on site
for the raising of animals,

(F) __The use of synthetic inputs is prohibited. An Integrated Pest Management Plan, developed in
accordance with the Environmental Criteria Manual and approved by the Watershed Protection

Department, must be followed.

(G)_Water conservation practices must be followed, at minimum in accordance with Chapter 6-4 of

the City Code.

(H)__ Agricultural products produced on-site may be sold_from the site or distributed off-site to buyers.
On-site farm stands are not permitted. Sales must be conducted out of sight of the general public on the

property, and no more than three customer-related_trips per day are permitted in alignment with the Home
Occupation Ordinance.

() __Employees are permitted. The maximum number of full-time employees is one. This does not

include the property owner,
() _ The residential character of the lot and dwelling must be maintained.

(K) _For a_market garden use, a sign is permitted in accordance with Chapter 25-10-155.

(L) Agricultural education activities as defined in Chapter 25-2-7 do not require a Temporary Use

Permit.

(M}_A Market Garden is a conditional use in all residential zoning districts if no dwelling exists on the

property,

uality Zone in accordance with 25-8-261

E. Other Code Clarifications
§ 14-7-41 ADMINISTRATION OF URBAN FARMS AND MARKET GARDENS.

An urban farm, urban farm with facilities for gatherings, or market garden on city owned land will be
managed by the city under an appropriate contracting method, as determined by the city manager.



$ 25-10-155 URBAN FARM AND MARKET GARDEN SIGNS. /q

For an urban farm_or urban farm with facilities for gatherings use, a non-electrified sign is permitted
that:

(1) s not more than feur gight square feet in size;
N s o sipnt hanfotrt idorand
(3) is not more than four feet above grade.
For a market garden use, a non-electrified sign is permitted that;
(1) is not more than four square feet in size;
D has-asignt han-fouet idesand

(3) is not more than four feet above grade,

§ 25-2-921 TEMPORARY USES DESCRIBED.

(C)  An outdoor public, religious, patriotic, or historic assembly or exhibit, including a festival,
benefit, fund raising event, or similar use that typically attracts a mass audience may be permitted as a
temporary use under this division if;

(1)  for a gathering of not more than 50 persons, the use is located in an SF-4 or less restrictive

zoning district or has an urban farm or market garden use;

(2}  for a gathering of more than 50 persons, the use is located in an LO or less restrictive zoning

district or has an urban farm or market garden use; or

(3) for an exhibit, the use is located in a GR or less restrictive zoning district.

§ 14-7-1 DEFINITIONS,

§ 10-3-1 DEFINITIONS.

(13)  AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT means produce, meat, fish, honey, dairy. seeds, live plants
intended for food production and compost products produced by a farmer.

25-2-7 AGRICULTURAL USES DESCRIBED

25-2-7(B)(7) INDOOR CROP PRODUCTION use is the use of a site for the raising and harvesting

indoors of tree crops. row crops, or field crops on an agricultural or commercial basis, including packing
and processing.



Amend 25-2-491 (PERMITTED, CONDITIONAL, AND PROHIBITED USES) to allow Animal
Production, Crop_Production, Horticulture, and Support Housing in the AG zoning district.
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September 12, 2013
Members of the City of Austin Planning Commission:

On September 17, 2013, the Sustainable Food Policy Board’s recommendations for changes to existing
Urban Farm zoning regulations will be presented to your Codes and Ordinances Subcommittee. Austin’s
Urban Farms are great neighbors and a vital part of the health and education of Austin. In order for
HausBar Farm to be able to stay in business and continue its mission to educate Austinites about healthy
and humane local food options, it is critical that we have your support to be able to continue to operate.

1. Itis critical for HausBar Farm that the current restriction against having two dwellings on an
Urban Farm be lifted. We were permitted by the city of Austin to build two dwellings (despite
current City of Austin code which prohibits it) and hope to be able to rent one those houses as
an eco-tourist, farm-stay experience which will educate peaple about earth-friendly farming
practices and bring people from around the county to celebrate Austin’'s local food culture.
Without this source of rental income we are not likely to be able to stay in business.

2. We ask that we be able to offer to the public paid cooking classes at HausBar Farm by right.
People who don’t know how to prepare local organic/sustainable food purchased at farmers
markets and farmstands won’t buy food from those sources.

3. We ask that the one acre minimum size requirement remain unchanged. It is our understanding
that the City Staff will be requesting a change to a two acre minimum. HausBar Farm ison a 1.8
acre lot.

4. HausBar Farm asks that we be able to resume the licensed raising and processing of fowl and
poultry and to be able begin to process fish raised in an aquaponics system. Protein production
in our country as it exists is cruel and unsustainable. We would like to serve as an example of
how small scale, humane protein production can enhance and enrich a neighborhood.

5. Fundraisers and Farm Tours are excellent ways to educate and encourage other Austinites to
grow and raise their own food and incorporate sustainable practices into their lives, We ask
that HausBar be allowed to hold events scaled to its neighborhood, including small weddings
and other paid social gatherings. This vital source of income will help ensure the economic
viability of our businesses.

Thank you sincerely for your consideration. We hope that HausBar Farm will be a vital part of the
sustainable future of Austin for many years to come. Your votes on these issues can help assure it.

Dorsey Barger Susan Hausmann
Owner, HausBar Farms Owner, HausBar Farms



Dutton, Gre

From: McDermott, Paula - BC

Sent: Friday, September 13, 2013 1:41 PM

To: Chimenti, Danette - BC; Anderson, Dave - BC; Stevens, Jean - BC; Oliver, Stephen - BC,
Smith, Myron - BC; Nortey, James - BC; Jack, Jeff - BC

Cc: Nicely, Katherine - BC; Rusthoven, Jerry; Vickery, Kate; Dutton, Greg

Subject: SFPB Urban Farm-related Code Revision Recommendations

Attachments: SFPB Code Coordination WG Urban Fam Recommendations.pdf; SFPB Code Coordinatin

Urban Farm Non-Code Recommendations.pdf

Planning Commissioners,

At our August 26th 2013 full board meeting, the Sustainabie Food Policy Board members present voted unanimously to
adopt as proposed the recommendations of the SFPB Code Coordination and Metrics Working Group for revisions to the
land use development code related to urban food production. They are attached for your convenience and scheduled to
go before the Planning Commission Codes and Ordinances Subcommittee on September 17, 2013 and then be sent to
the full Planning Commission with C&0's approval/revisions on September 24, 2013,

For reference, | am also attaching non-code recommendations that came out of this process and that were unanimously
passed by the SFPB members present at the July 22, 2013 board meeting. These were sent directly to Council.

Many stakeholders particpiated in this highly publicized working group process that was co-chaired by the SFPB and the
sustainable urban agriculutre program in PARD with consistent guidance from PDRD and participation from
Sustainability, Watershed Protection, HHSD and various Council offices.

If you have any questions related to the process or would like to discuss any part of the recommendations, please don't
hesitate to contact me at 512-462-9791 or at this email address. | plan to be present at the aforementioned meetings as
a resource, as well.

All the best,

paula.

Paula J. McDermott

Chairperson

Austin/Travis County

Sustainable Food Policy Board (SFPB)

*Please use this email address for all SFPB-related issues

Paula McDermott
Sustainable Food Policy Board

IMPORTANT NOTICE: The City of Austin provides e-mail addresses for members of its boards and commissions for their
use as board members, This address should not be used for private or personal messages. The views expressed in e-mail
messages reflect the views of the authors alone, and do not necessarily reflect the views of any board or commission of
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which the author may be a member. In particular, the views expressed here do not necessarily reflect those of the City
of Austin, or any of its departments, employees or officials. E-mail messages may be subject to required public disclosure

under the Texas Public Information Act.




