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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2013 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2013-0654 
219 W. 4TH STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a portion of a ca. 1937 building and construct upper stories. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, flat-roofed, brick warehouse building with patterned brick in 
the stepped parapet.  The original storefront has been modified and the original windows 
have been replaced with plate glass. 
RESEARCH 

The building was constructed by Judge Ireland Graves in 1937 as a duplex commercial 
building, which had the addresses of 219 and 221 West 4th Street.  Trafton Tile and Marble 
had its store at 219 from the construction of the building in 1937 until around 1941.  A 
refrigeration company was the first tenant of the side bearing the address of 221.  A 
wholesale cigar and candy company occupied the 221 side of the building in the mid-1940s.  
From the mid-1940s until around 1960.  B&N Axle Service took over the entire building 
from the late 1960s until the 1990s; the building was then Southwest Axle and 
Transmission until being converted to a nightclub space, first as the original home of 219 
West; the building has been sporadically vacant since 219 West moved to new quarters on 
W. 6th Street in 2011.  
STAFF COMMENTS 

The building is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984) but without 
a priority for research. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Recommend that the applicant consider maintaining more of the building and restore the 
street façade on 4th Street; further recommend that additional stories on the building be set 
back so that they do not compete with the one-story character of the Warehouse District. 
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LOCATION MAP 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 D.7 - 3 

219 W. 4th Street 
ca. 1937 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
219 W. 4th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2008 
 
1992  B&N Axle Service  

Auto repair – car and truck wheel alignment and balancing, complete brake 
service. 

  Tommy Nowotny, president 
  “Over 30 years in Austin” 
 
1987  B&N Axle Service, Inc. 

Auto repair – car and truck wheel alignment and balancing, complete brake 
service. 

  Tommy Nowotny, president 
  “Over 30 years in Austin” 
 
1981  B&N Axle Service 
  Car and truck wheel aligning and balancing, complete brake service. 
  C.L. Nowotny, proprietor 
 
1975  B&N Axle Service 
  Car and truck wheel aligning and balancing, complete brake service. 
  C.L. Nowotny, proprietor 
 
1969  B&N Axle Service 

Axle and frame straightening, car and truck wheel aligning, balancing, complete 
brake service. 

  C.L. Nowotny, proprietor 
 
1963  Vacant 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 219-221 W. 4th Street. 
 
1958  Eli Witt Cigar Company of Texas 

Wholesale distributors of all major brands of cigars, cigarettes, tobacco, and 
snuff. 

  Glenn W. Kennedy, manager 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 219-221 W. 4th Street. 
 
1953  Eli Witt Cigar Company of Texas 
  Wholesale tobacco and cigars 
  Glenn Kennedy, manager 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 221 W. 4th Street. 
 
1949  Eli Witt Cigar Company of Texas 
  Wholesale 
  Lonnie Anderson, manager 
  NOTE: The address is listed as 221 W. 4th Street. 
1947  Eli Witt Cigar Company of Texas 
  Lonnie L. Anderson, manager 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 221 W. 4th Street 
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1944-45 219 W, 4th Street 
  Hyman Manufacturing Company 
  Novelty curtains 
  Fred Miller, manager 
 
  221 W. 4th Street 
  Hausler-Kilian Cigar and Candy Company 
  Wholesale 
  Lonnie L. Anderson, manager 
 
1942  219 W. 4th Street 
  The address is not listed in the directory. 
 
  221 W. 4th Street 
  Hausler-Kilian Cigar and Candy Company 
  Wholesale 
  Ray P. Sorden, manager 
 
1940  219 W. 4th Street 
  Trafton Tile and Marble Company 
  “The House of Tile” 
  Eagle Rock Wool Insulation – Year-Round Comfort in Your Home 
  Forrest Trafton, manager 
 
  221 W. 4th Street 
  Vacant 
 
1939  219 W. 4th Street 
  Trafton Tile and Marble Company 
  “The House of Tile” 
  Eagle Rock Wool Insulation – Year-Round Comfort in Your Home 
  Forrest Trafton, manager 
 
  221 W. 4th Street 
  Cole-Hagood 
  Refrigeration equipment 
  Maurice W. Cole and James W. Hagood, proprietors 
 
1937  The addresses are not listed in the directory. 
 
NOTE:  City building permit records indicate that Judge Ireland Graves obtained a permit to 
construct a masonry store building at 219-21 W. 4th Street in May, 1937. 
 
The loft apartment on the rear of the building was added in 1999.  The building was remodeled 
as the 219 West nightclub in 2003. 
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The 1900 Sanborn map shows a house with the notation “F.B”, indicating “Female Boarding”, a 
euphemism for a house of prostitution, on this site.  The city directory of 1912-13 indicates that 
this was the home of Miss Blanche Dumont, who had a telephone, but no occupation listed in 
the directory.  The next house east of this was also a house of prostitution, as was the house 
around the corner at 312 Colorado Street. 
 

 
 
 
The 1935 Sanborn map shows the site (furthest left lot) as vacant.  The permit for the 
construction of this building was issued to Judge Ireland Graves in May, 1937 (below)i 
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Building permit to Judge Ireland Graves for the construction of a masonry store building at 219-
21 W. 4th Street (1937) 
 

 
Water service permit to Judge Ireland Graves for the building now known as 219 W. 4th Street 
(1937) 
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The 1961 Sanborn map shows the building divided into a duplex use, with the notation that the 
building was being used for wholesale cigars and candy, and had an address of 219-21 W. 4th 
Street.  The city directories for the time confirm that the building was the home of the Eli Witt 
Cigar Company of Texas, a wholesale tobacco and cigar warehouse.  The partition wall 
between the two sections of the store was removed in 1964. 
 
 
 

 
Building permit to B&N Axle Service to remove the partitions shown on the 1961 Sanborn map 
(1964) 
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Hello Steve. I wanted to confirm that this demolition case I am helping the property owner 
with is going to be on the 9/23 agenda. Will staff's report be issued soon? 
 
We had talked about this building and discussed a middle portion of the Lavaca side being 
the only intact original portion of the building. Though the windows had been replaced. 
There is an opportunity to integrate this portion of the side wall into the new building 
design, but basement excavation will make working around an existing portion of wall 
difficult. Perhaps that portion of wall could be reconstructed. 
 
What is most historically significant on the front of the building is gone. The front entrance, 
windows, and facade elements adjacent to original front openings are gone. With the most 
distinctive parts and a majority of the original building modified, I believe the best move on 
this site is to create a coherent building that responds to the scale of the proposed 
Warehouse District. 
 
This building was never one of the most architecturally interesting in the area... More 
interesting buildings are the ones on the north side of the street and the original 
Gingerman that has been granted full demolition. 219 W 4th was shown as unprioritized in 
the 1984 Cultural Resources Survey. 
 
The proposed building will incorporate reduced massing and setbacks at 4th Street, and 
will incorporate window mullions similar to warehouse steel windows to create a more 
human scale. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
-- 
Bart Whatley, AIA NCARB 
Architect- TX 17672, SC 8717, LA 7820 
512-522-3511 w, 512-470-4318 m 
Delineate Studio, PO Box 1432, Austin TX 78767 
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A. The Riley – New Development In 
Downtown Austin’s Warehouse 
District 
Tom Calhoon, owner of the building at the southeast corner of 4th and Lavaca 
(Warehouse District), is redeveloping his property into an event-venue space calledThe 
Riley. 

You might recognize the building, as it used to be home to 219 West, and recently the 
Red Room.  The latter operator was not there long and notable for accusations of 
LGBT discrimination. 

Details are sparse, but it’s very interesting to see downtown development that’s not a 
high rise! 

Also, this is the second major development on this intersection… caddy corner,Gables 
and Hotel ZaZa are expected to break ground soon on a 25 story tower. 

 
 

http://www.kvue.com/news/Austinites-protest-Red-Room-with-kiss-in-217234131.html
http://www.austintowers.net/Austin_Downtown/index_files/downtown-austin-hotel-zaza.php

