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'hoto of Susie Collins McKown and three sons,
J.B., Austin, and Arthur, taken on their front porch McKown Sons, Texarkana, Texas 1913
.t 1706 Bouilivord Street Route #1, Texarkana, Texas March 13, 1911. - —— —

Birthplace of Arthur Lee McKown
Grandparent home, between Old Boston
And Rock Creek, Texas

Photo made 1942
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AR LEE MCKOWN, O.B.MCKOWN, SR. AUSTIN S. MCKOWN -
SEATED: FATHER R. ]. MCKOWN 1952
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Thelma and R. J. McKown with Thelma’s sisters:
Ethel and Alice Roberts, (Alice not visible)
Carl Henderson: Bookkeeper for Mr. R. J’s. Const. Co.

1939 Llano TX
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R.J. McKown Construction Co R.]J. and Thelma McKown (1939)
Equipment parked at Llano Hotel 1939 Grandchildren: O.B. McKown Jr.
Betty Sue and Billy McKown

Workers stayed at this hotel
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McKOWN & SONS
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M<KOWIN +SONS
OFFICE 44ty ST
R.J. McKownN
{992

MckowN A SONS PARTY 1952

PEARL McRow N :
R.T &+ THELM A MEKsWN
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Robert Dale McKown walking in front of the
BBQ pit his father R. J. McKown built in 1953

at their home at 1501 Richcreek Road
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HIGH RATIO OF FATHER AND SON TEAMS SHOWS STABILITY IN CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY

which was matched with $1 million of
federal aid. And the county was on its
way out of the mud.

The younger member of the Reeves
team is son Henry, who has worked
with his father the past 48 years, except
for one week some 29-years ago when
he tried, and didn kike, working for
another firm. Presently son Henry is in
charge of an extensive operation cen-
tering in Pecos, while “Cap” is running
the bridge construction department out
of Austin and Houston. The outfit does
83 to $4 million of highway werk
per year.

Until last year the team was a tri-
umvirate which leaned heavily on the
skill and ability of son Felix. His tragic
death climaxed the growth of the com-
pany lo a position of leadership in the
fraternity. And even now one has a
feeling, when in the presence of “Cap”
and Henry, that Felix is somewhere
around, influencing the decisions that
help the company do a better job build-
ing the highways that Texas needs.

“Cap” is a staunch believer in the ad-
vantages of fathers bringing their sons
into the business. Chief drawback, he
says, is that “it takes the sons so long
lo educate their fathers.” When this
impediment is mutually resolved he be-
lieves such a g g
permits the firm to set up long-range
programs with reasonable assurances
they.can be carried out within the family.

~—% The McKown and Sons outfit at Aus-
tin boasts of the greatest number of.

fathers and sons in the highway indus-
try. R. J. McKown, or “Mr. Mc.” as he
is affectionately called, was in the con-
tracting business back in 1907. The sons
joined the operation in 1923, the grand-

Representing still anoth tion to
join firm later is Robert Dale McKown.

T o

sons in 1945 after military service in
the Navy Air Corps.

It was in 1933 that the firm first
became prime contractor on highway
work. This followed a long prior status
as sub-contractor.

Sons O. B, Senior, Austin, and
Arthur represent the second generation
in the family team. The third genera-
tion on the management team consists
of O. B.’s son, O. B, Jr., and Austin’s
son, Billy. Billy's charming wife brought
further distinction to the family by be-
ing chosen as “Mrs. Texas” to repre-
sent the Lone Star state at the
nationwide “Mrs. America” contest.

All sons and grandsons started in the
business as water boy. This is the
projected starting point for Robent
Dale, now 6, the adopted son of Mr.
Mc. For all practical purposes he can
be regarded as the upcoming fourth
generation to join the team.

The McKown company has recently
completed about $2.5 million of work

on the Austin expressway and operates
as a contractor over a wide sweep of
Texas, in addition to a sand and gravel
business at Austin. Speaking for the
entire clan, O. B. asserts, “We cer-
tainly think the Texas highway indus-
try affords a great future, as we have
grown with the industry since its begin-
ning. It is a great business, and the
future is unlimited.”

This statement represents the con-

- census of views coming from the 165

years of experience which father, sons
and grandsons have so far accumulated
in building Texas highways. In acquir-
ing this long record of experience the
family has.been together all the time.

The roomy, tambling house of father &—

R.'J., holiday headquarters for all the
family connections, is a short drive
from the hiomes of all children and
grandchildren.”“Mrs. Mc” keeps a well
stocked snack bar, complete with fve
regular soda fountain stools, for the
frequent family callers who drop by.

with first and second generations in front, L.to R. are R. J., O. B., Sr.,

McEown & So
Austin, and A:(mr. Standing behind their fathers are grandsons O. B., Jr., and Billy.

- i 1}
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rather than using the more customary crushed
rock in the mixture.

Because of the unique problem of widespread
area versus concentrated population, Texas
roadbuilding is breaking all former records. To
cope with the mounting necessity for materials,
Arthur Lee McKown designed and built a
“push button” sand and gravel plant utilizing a
hydraulic intake system — first of its type in

Many hundred miles of the splendid high-
ways, bridges and overpasses which bring
statesmen and lawmakers into the Texas cap-
ital city have been constructed by the enter-
prising McKown family of Austin. Originally
established as a partnership of-the father, R. J.
McKown, and sons, O. B, Arthur Lee, and
Austin, the family has now vested their in-
terests into 3 corporations handling construction
throughout the entire state.

These corporations, McKown & Sons, Austin
Sand and Gravel and McKown Brothers, Inc.,
in order to supply their extensive road and
bridge constructing operations, built and op-
erate their own sand and gravel plants located
along the banks of the Colorado River. After
furnishing the majority of the crushed rock
used in the construction of Bergstrom Field in
1942, the family corporations set up a hot mix
asphalt concrete plant in which river sand and
gravel were used as the principal ingredients,

the area. Pumped up by a dredge anchored in
the river, the sand and gravel are sucked and
sorted hydraulically through many feet of pipe
in a plant on the river bank. Despite the com-
plexity of this procedure, all operations are
automatic and may be efficiently controlled by
3 men. Some 1,500 yards of sand and gravel are
produced da1ly and this plant is also unusual
in that it can produce several types of sand
simultaneously.

With the sprawling layout of the 3 corpora-
tions, river crossing presented a problem involv-
ing a detour of several miles to the only bridge.
But very soon, say the McKowns, they will be
builders and owners of the only private bridge
to cross the Colorado River. All their ponderous
equipment, including a 35-ton crane, will then
be able to arrive at and leave from the plant
without traveling up or down the river to cross.

The aggressive McKown family figures promi-
nently in the long range highway transporta-
tion program which is the lifeblood of Texas
economy. Of the future of these various enter-
prises, senior partner O. B. McKown says:
“We've invested well over $200,000.00 in equip-
ment; the demand for sand and gravel, as
well as for roadbuilding, seems virtually end-
less; and we’ve a supply source for many years
from the river. With good fortune, the sky will
be the only limit to our expansion.”
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ANOTHER ONE FIXED "‘:- . McKown and Sons, con-
tractors who resurfaced downtown, Congress Avenue,

‘Wednesday put a new top on, another heavﬂy traveled ‘

dpwntown street—West . Slxth from Congress to Col

- Although West Sixth ‘was uﬁmpletely blocked, wogxm };

reported ,they were havmg no’ttrouble al

all thhptvaﬁﬁc

&‘*‘

L)

. .
West Sixth, and .a one-block  stretch of East E:éhth otu

P

-

’.-
Austin Statesman Unlted Press

Congress, were resurfaced at-a» cost of $2.67 a front foo

aito property owners. Maor Tom Miller said he hopes
- property owners on other"
fo]low suif.. e

%:wntowg, cross: streets wxll
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THE FORWARD LOOK

November 8, 1904, Brown & Dabney entered into a , contract with the City of Austin to

lay a ck =
pavement on Congtess Avenue and the picture shows them at work in the block below‘i"ounh S?eet.
This work was completed in the early of March, 1905. s

Quite a few changes have been made on Congms Avenue since then@li‘ﬁugusﬁlz, 1955, letters
from the City Council under Mayor Tom Miller’s signature went out ta property owners on Con-
gress Avenue, advising them that bids had been received for application of 114 inches of hot mix.
asphaltic concrete for the resurfacing ’gf‘Congress Avenue between First Street ithe_‘entmnce to

pLBa - e, bl

: the State Capitol grounds. The low bidder was McKown & Sons, who, accordin, or’s les
8 ter, made their bids not only as Austin paving contractors but as good civic-minded Austin ctizetis. |
r ! The property owners were also advised ‘that the City Administradion wou!d assist the - contractor
in expediting the work so as to keep to a minimum any mterrupuong to the merchants’ business.
‘days is the estimated time for finishing the work if some of it is done at mght, thereby get’"’* g
hed and out of the way before the Fall shopping season.
alageed repairing an amung of the State Capitol which plan a.lso includes. eitenor :
aier gts, resurfacing Congress Avenue will greatly beneﬁt the_g~
rice of $4 per front foot as set out by the contractors, Mc-
‘Iu-q..
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§27 942 contract"was aw
bythe City Gouncil to McKown and
Sons for 32 blocks of paving under

g lhe voluntary paving policy.
o 'I’he contract letting was sched-

uled last week but had been post-

( poned when several property own-

ers on Justin Lane told the coun-
cil they could have the paving
done for $3.80 a front foot instead
of $4.41.

L The McKown bid was the lowest|

of three bids submitted, and Pub-

" lic Works Director Reuben Round-

tree said all paving contractors

ﬁggwere invited to bid. Mayor Tom

Miller and other council members
said the ‘city could not take blds

. silg ™ =%

tracts because "nobody wxll'* bxd
with us.’ i

ferent streets, but 13 of the 32
blocks are on Justin Lane, The
offer to pave at the low price was
made only to Justin Lane properly
owners by a contractor who said
he did not want to take hxs quip-
ment all over town.

The paving project lS on 12 dxf- '

ed ; and subsequently break con- |
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IM.PBOVED-— A new pavmg surface is rolledronto

~ a widened Riverside Drive east of South ‘Congress.
Riverside Drive, already widened and paved west of
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