
Eichhornia crassipes
water hyacinth

Pontederiaceae (Pickerelweed)Obl



Characteristics: 
•	 Forb: aquatic submerged perennial,   

rooting at nodes in mud
•	 Leaves: linear ribbon or grass-like to 15 

cm long, sessile, almost transparent, 
finely parallel-veined with distict mid-
vein, sheath with stipule-like appendages

•	 Flower: exposed on the surface,          
solitary from a spathe, pale yellow 
perianth radially symmetrical (star-like), 
from long tube

•	 Fruit: a many-seeded capsule
•	 Similar plants: H. limosa has long petiole 

& ovate leaf, and a blue flower
•	 Apr.-June

Heteranthera (Zosterella) dubia
water star grass

Obl Pontederiaceae (pickerelweed)

Texas Native
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Heteranthera (Zosterella) dubia
water star grass

Pontederiaceae (pickerelweed)Obl



Pontederia cordata
pickerelweed

Pontederiaceae (pickerelweed)Obl

Characteristics: 
•	 Forb: rhizomatous perennial 40-80 cm 

tall, thick white stalk
•	 Leaves: basal, petioles longer than 

blades with long clasping basal portion, 
narrowly deltoid-ovate to triangular 
lanceolate, rounded truncate to deeply 
cordate base (basal leaf lobes usually 
more rounded than the white-flowered) 

•	 Flowers: inflorescence a slender 15 cm 
terminal spike from a spathe, perianth 
two-lipped, violet-blue, upper lip with 
yellow spot or spots

•	 Fruit: edible 1-seeded
•	 Similar plants: Sagittaria latifolia (white-

flowered),  P. cordata has more rounded 
basal leaf lobes

•	 June-Sept.

Texas Native
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Pontederia cordata
pickerelweed

Pontederiaceae (pickerelweed)Obl



Characteristics: 
•	 Forb: glabrous perennial from large bulb, 

35-100 cm tall
•	 Leaves: basal, strap-like, bending, faint 

perpendicular veins
•	 Flower: inflorescence an umbel, snowy 

white tinged with yellow center, 6 slender 
petals, showy to 20 cm diameter, sweet 
scented, perianth with long slender 
tube (6-8 cm long) and conspicuous 
spreading linear segments (spider-
looking), topped with a large cup-like 
crown (corona)

•	 Fruit: a few seeded capsule
•	 Mar.-May

Hymenocallis liriosme
western spider lily

Obl Liliaceae (lily)

Texas Native
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Liliaceae (lily)Obl

Hymenocallis liriosme
western spider lily
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Carolina canary grass (Phalaris caroliniana) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                             p. 248
Carolina mosquito fern (Azolla caroliniana)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                             p. 10
cattail, broad-leaf (Typha latifolia)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                  p. 256
cattail, southern (Typha domingensis) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                p. 254
celery-leaf butter-cup (Ranunculus scleratus)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                            p. 32
chairmaker’s rush (Schoenoplectus pungens)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                            p. 224
Cherokee sedge (Carex cherokeensis) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                p. 182
chufa (Cyperus esculentus) .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . p. 200 
climbing hempweed (Mikania scandens)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . p. 142
coastal water hyssop (Bacopa monnieri) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                               p. 108
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