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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DECEMBER 16, 2013
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2013-0886
705 E. MONROE STREET

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1939 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, wing-and-gable plan, frame house with a central, front-gabled frame entry
vestibule with a round-arched entry in front of the recessed front door; single and paired 6:6
fenestration.

RESEARCH

The house was built over the winter of 1938 — 1939 by Walter and Violet Bierce, who rented
the house out before moving into it themselves. Walter Bierce was a concrete inspector who
was working on the Marshall Ford Dam at the time of the construction of the house, and
was living on the dam construction site with his wife and young daughter. The Bierces
rented the house out to physician Thomas N. Dyson, and his wife, Iva, from 1939 until early
1940, then to George L. and Dorothy Anderson, from 1940 until around 1943. George
Anderson was the secretary/treasurer of Capitol Chevrolet. Around 1943, the Bierce family
moved into this house they built, and lived here until around 1945. Walter Bierce is listed
as an inspector in the city directories of the time.

From around 1945 until their respective deaths in the mid-1950s, the house was owned and
occupied by Will T. and Tennie Johnson. Will T. Johnson was a retail grocer, with three
small grocery stores around town, which he ran with his brother, Vernon. After his
retirement from the grocery business in 1945, he was elected to the Austin City Council,
and served three terms (6 years). He had been the president of the Austin Retail Grocers’
Association and the Texas Retail Grocers’ Association while still in the business. After
Tennie Johnson died in 1953, Will re-married, but he passed away in 1955. The house was
a rental unit in the late 1950s, owned by Jane Callahan, a business machine operator, in
the early 1960s, and by Mario de los Santos, the proprietor of Standard Automotive, in the
late 1960s. Since then, it has been vacant, or a rent house.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984) but with no
priority for research.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Preserve and adaptively re-use the existing house on the site, if possible. The house reflects
the late 1930s building boom in Travis Heights, and is consistent with the middle-class
context of the neighborhood at that time in its scale and Colonial Revival style. If
preservation and re-use of the house is not feasible, then staff recommends relocation over
demolition, but in any case, completion of a City of Austin documentation package
consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative
history of the house, for archiving at the Austin History Center.
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This prodiuct Is for Informational purpeses and may not have been prapared for or b2 sultable for legal, engineering, or slveying purposes. & does not
represent an on-the-ground survey and represants only the approximate relative iocation of property boundarkes.

This procuct has bean produced by e Planning and Development Review Deparment for the sole purpces of geographic reference. No wamanty Is
made by the City of Austin reganding specific accuracy of completenses.
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705 East Monroe Street
ca. 1939
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
705 East Monroe Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
December, 2013

1992 Vacant

1985-86 Charles H. Pratt, renter
No occupation listed
NOTE: The directory indicates that Charles H. Pratt was a new resident at this
address.

1981 Michael Charrier, renter
Employed by Community Bound (not listed in the directory).

1977 Vacant
1973 No return
1968 Mario R. and Dora de los Santos, owners

President, Standard Automotive of Austin, 1809 Manor Road.
Also listed is Joe de los Santos, a delivery man for Standard Automotive of
Austin.

1962 Jane Callahan, owner
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Business machine operator, Texas Employment Commission

1959 Walter R. and Jane Callahan, renters
Salesman
1955 Will T. Johnson, owner

No occupation listed

1952 Will T. and Tennie R. Johnson, owners
City Councilman

1949 Will T. and Tennie R. Johnson, owners
City Councilman

1947 William T. and Tennie Johnson, owners
No occupation listed

1944-45 Walter B. and Violet Bierce, owners
Inspector
NOTE: William T. and Tennie Johnson lived at 94 Navasota Street; he was the
proprietor (with Vernon P. Johnson), of Johnson & Johnson, groceries, 1311 E.
1% Street, 1001 E. 1% Street, and 4001 Duval Street.

1941 George L. and Dorothy Anderson, renters
Secretary/treasurer, Capitol Chevrolet, 220-24 E. 5" Street.

1940 Thomas N. and lva Dyson, renters
Physician, 610 Littlefield Building
NOTE: George L. and Dorothy Anderson are listed at 1516 Alameda Drive; he
was the secretary/treasurer of Capitol Chevrolet.

1939 The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: Thomas N. and lva Dyson are not listed in the directory.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Walter B. and Violet Bierce (builders of the house and occupants ca. 1943 — ca. 1945)
Walter B. and Violet Bierce appear in the 1940 U.S. Census for the Marshall Ford Dam
construction site. Walter Bierce was then 38, had been born in Texas, and was a concrete
inspector for the Marshall Ford Dam construction company. Violet Bierce was then 32, had
been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. They had a daughter, Doris, 1. Walter
Bierce died in Houston in 1987.

Thomas N. and Iva Dyson (ca. 1939 — ca. 1940)

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Thomas and Iva Dyson as residents of Riverside, Rio Arriba
County, New Mexico. Thomas Dyson was then a 51-year old Alabama-born doctor; Iva Dyson
was then 41, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. They had lived in San
Antonio, Texas in 1935, and had no children listed with them. The 1930 U.S. Census shows
T.N. and Iva Dyson living in San Antonio in a house they owned. He was a physician with a
general practice. He died in San Antonio, November 12, 1947.

George L. and Dorothy Anderson (ca. 1940 — ca. 1943)
George L. and Dorothy Anderson appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the renters of this house.
George L. Anderson was then 30, had been born in Texas, and was the office manager for a
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retail auto dealership. Dorothy Anderson was then 27, had been born in Texas, and had no
occupation listed. They had a 5-year old son, Larry Wayne Anderson.

MRS. POROTRY ANDERSON
C‘\Ju. Dorothy Anderson, 49, 3004
edarview.diedina)ocglw,
tal Thursday following a long ill-
ness. She was a member of the
First Methodist and had been a
resident of Austin the past 30|
years.

Survivors include her husband,
George *“‘Andy’’ Anderson, a son,
Larry Wayne Anderson of La-
Marque, a brother, Melvin Swen-
son of Austin, and two grand-|
daughters.

Funeral services will be beld‘s

rm.tz m.at Wm
m&mumm
-llmﬁenvh ﬂ'zm -Burial will
be in Austin Memorial Park.
Pallbearers will be Howard
PHland, Phillip Carison, Tom|
Pressley. Eric Magnuson, Laddie
Lundell and Carl Munson,

Obituary of Dorothy Anderson
Austin American, June 8, 1962




rge Lawrence (Andy) Anderson

George Lawrence (Andy) Anderson,
age 86, of Austin, died Monday. October
21. 1996. He was born February 16, 1910,
to George Henry and Reaby Anderson
in Decker, Texas.

He was preceded in death ‘by Dorothy
Marie Anderson, his wife of 29 years;
and also his sister, Helen Youngquist.

He is survived by his wife of 34 years.
Dorothy Rose Anderson; his son. Larry
Wayne Anderson and daughter-in-law,
Ouida; three grandchildren. Karen Lee
and husband David Russ of Rockford.
Illinois, Mae Marie and husband Steve
Baker of North Oaks. Minnesota, and
Dr. Julie Anderson of Hallsville, Texas;
also four great-grandchildren, Kristen
Marie and Lisa Danae Baker. Jennifer
Gretchen and Benjamin David Russ:
sister, Dorothy Roliet Higgs of El Paso,
Texas; three nieces and one nephew;
and also Nancy Carlson, life-long fam-
ily friend. .

He was a loving husband, father,
grandfather and brother.
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On September 1, 1928, Mr. Anderson
was employed by Capital Chevrolet as
office manager when it was operated by
Crouch and Hancock. When that dealer-
ship was liquidated, Andy became man-
ager of John Nash Motor Company, one
of the Chevrolet dealerships in Austin.
The firm later was incorporated as
Capitol Chevrolet and Mr. Anderson
was elevated to the post of secretary-
treasurer. He continued in this assign-
ment untit his semi-retirement in
December, 1975. Not to relinquish his
association with the business he so
admired. Mr. Anderson stayed on with
the company insurance division -on a
part-time basis until he completely re-
tired in 1987.

A visitation will be held from 6:00 to
7:30 p.m. on Wednesday in the funeral
home.

Funeral services will be held at 2:00
p.m. Thursday. in the Weed-Corley-Fish
Chapel with Dr. Roberto Escamillo as-
sisted by Paul Grout.Q of Faith United
Methodist Church officiating. Burial
will follow at Austin Memorial Park
Cemetery.

Pallbearers will be Tim Critendon,
William Cromwell, Bill Leudecke,
Charles Nash, Skip Williams, and Jim,
my Youngquist. Honorary pallbearers
are Farland Bundy, Art LaRue, Ralph
Nichols, C.M. Rogers, and Cecil
Warren.

Arrangements by Weed-Corley-Fish
Funeral Home, 3125 N. Lamar, 452-8811.

Obituary of George L. Anderson
Austin American-Statesman, October 23, 1996

Will T. and Tennie Johnson (ca. 1945 — ca. 1955)

William T. and Tennie R. Johnson are listed in the 1930 U.S. Census as the renters of a house
at 1309 E. 1% Street in Austin. William T. Johnson was then 46, had been born in Texas, and
was a retail grocer. Tennie Johnson was then 45, had been born in Mississippi, and had no
occupation listed. Their son, Raymond, 16, was a salesman in a grocery store. The 1920 U.S.
Census shows Will and Tennie Johnson at the same address on E. 1% Street in Austin. Will
Johnson was a retail grocery merchant. In addition to Raymond, the Johnsons had two
daughters: Jessie, 13; and Irma, 8. Both daughters had been born in Oklahoma.
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Mrs. Will T. Johmon. wife ;:il;
' homg n% ‘East msmf“wm
1 night. She. mmmmm
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in tamng health since May. "

Mrs. Johnson had heéen § fesident
‘of AUstin for more than 40 years,
‘moving to Texax after she met and
'married Johnson in Oklahoma. She

‘1 !
riginally  was from. Mississippi.

I “thirée term
years—on-the City Councit but did!

not seek reelection this year "“"'i%]
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I
¥
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Mrs. Johnson was & membér ‘:nf
the Ward Memorial  Mathodist:
TCRUTes.

»Sumwm-amﬂude-hﬂu i
~Jassia. :
and Mrs. Herman Porsch, both’ of,
Austin; a son, Raymond.!uhuun ot*
Austin; a brother, . Joed
of Lot Arigeles, m ﬂi*
grandchildren.
Thé body -is—at- Goek
_Hom..wnsr.e..a@mmw;mmy :

- Obituary of Tennie R. Johnson
Austin American, October 8, 1953

D.4-8



D.4-9

EFunerai Set '[oddy
For Wlll T. Johnson

or. Wil avis County 3 \\hlle a vmmg man

[lohnson onmér mt‘mbcr of 1ho ”"‘"‘“"' e "
b Austin Tity Counétt, with mm—m_—‘—“ﬂ—

1%unday at 2 p. m at Cook Funcral' “e was married in 1005 ta Miss
t Home The Rev. Wealey N Schillia I’unma ROBeITT St She—died— -

fwill officiate. in October, 1953

Johnson, 71, died #arTy ?aTur‘a‘aY A few years. allar-hismarriage, ...
}at bus home here., 205 kast MonFoe, | he- returned to Austin, later opened

A past president of the Austin| is own grocery 8l6re” He hat ex=
Retail Grocers Association and |panded this business to thres
‘Texas Retail Grocers Association, | stores hefore he retired in Decem-

| Johnson was born and reared in|ber. 1945 i o

In 1955 he married his surviving
widow, Mrs. Hallie Johnson of
Austin.  Other _survivors include
two daughters, Mrs. Jessie Wal-
trip and Mrs. Irma Lee Porsch;
one san., Raymond Johnson, all of
Auslin: his stepmother, Mrs. J. S.
Johnson of Austin; three sisters,
Mrs. Irma Graham, . Mrs. Clyde
White, and Miss Nona Johnson, all
ol Austin; two brothers, Jim H.
Johnson 6f Del Valle and Vernon
P Johmson of Austin: sin-grands -
children and twe great grand-
children.

At the time of his death, John-
son was serving on the board of
trustees of Ward Memoria] Me-
thodist Church, where he had been
a member 37 years. He was also
a teacher and former Snnday
School superintendent of youth
the church.

Johnson was & member of the
City Council for six years.

He was a 32nd oe Mason,
Past Grand Master of the Oddfel-
lows Lodge, a member of the Mod- -
-ern Woodmen ol mmk-
Austin Civic Club, and an active
mcmbor of the Chambor of Com-

P:llburm will be his m
Purce Johmon Dr. B. T. Joh»

: '0 Condra
¢ Livers. nurhl-mb”hm:
¢, waLtT Jomaek [Cemgey. € )

Obituary of Will T. Johnson
Austin American-Statesman, December 18, 1955
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=ravis Heights
.rome res. o {ramo LarnC
249n - 11/15/33

F(

Building permit to Walter Bierce for the construction of the house (1938)

L WATER SERVICE PERMIT . = N9 11365737

o o . ustin, Texas f—%ﬁL

< /I:eceiv‘e‘d- of - _Welter B Bierce N Date__ OV 14th,1938
Address N 705 B Mom“oewii
Amount Two_and 50/100-- ] 8 glsoln
Plumber S Loden - Size of Tap .
Date of Conaection. /7 = Lla = \?/57 ) ‘ \>\f$’ | E | 0{
Size of Tap,_’Made 4\3/4’ N : * l
Size Service Mode.... % § BARES W
Size Mam Tapped é ” 22 : ((q ! i \lg'“
From Front Prop. Line to Curb Cock 4. é mﬁ '{( : QQ
F’rom/’VFS 7" Prop. Line to Curb Cock/ ” é [K;e‘) oA\
Location of Meter LLLLEL oA 1+ | ,;}7 NI ’3
Type of Box_ . LA ‘ é \_g §$ §m < &
Depth of Main in St “ §§§§§"3—§§_§§m&aﬁ§§i
Depth of Service Line__._.___ % SSRERIAIESRSERAER
From Curb Cock to Tap on Main__*_____. F: \.\1 ; Pl \ ~

I~ #.gl;ecked by Engr. Dept HLSl2 - ’)j BIC ) { . I i

‘“‘5“3) ' &(95-/54,4.5

Water service permit to Walter Bierce for this address (1938)
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n for Sewer -Connection, — -

ké*?&ustm Texas,..... /4. // ‘/

To the Superintendent of Sewer and Publie Improvements,
City of Austin, 'I’exas

Sir: _M——e-/ P S oYX o

I hereby make a{pphcatlpn for sewer connec%lon and 1nstruct10n

Py e
e oy block 0, outlot

which is to be used as a....._ A

. further desembed as lot_

subdwmmn-._-Z(.fﬁ.V!*s

dmsmn plat

v

Sewer connection application by Walter Bierce for this address (1938)



